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WORKS OF MERCY 

As we are about to begin our annual journey through Lent, 
we may wonder how to go about this journey in a way that 
breathes new vitality into our spiritual lives.  As with any 
journey it can be helpful and at times essential to have a 
compass or guide to point out the way.   One such guide for 
the spiritual journey can be found in a close reading of our 
Scripture.  We need only to look to Jesus and His disciples to 
find out how to successfully navigate our way through life in 
a manner that puts the growth of our spiritual life front and 
center.  Our Sunday readings throughout Lent highlight key 
events that defined the path followed by Christ.  One prac-
tice that is prominently highlighted in these readings is that 
of performing acts of mercy.  Today we may more often think 
of these acts as service to others.  Jesus squarely focused His 
daily life on performing acts of mercy even in times when it 
might have seemed hopeless or pointless.  The early church 
defined itself through acts of mercy.  Out of this tradition 
emerged a practice that became known as performing works 
of mercy.  This practice became known as the seven Corporal 
Works of Mercy:  St. Augustine wrote a handbook 
(catechism) in which he summarized these acts as: To feed 
the hungry; To give drink to the thirsty; To clothe the naked; 
To shelter the homeless; To visit the sick; To ransom the cap-
tive; To bury the dead.  Lent is a wonderful time to assess 
how we can incorporate such practices more fully into our 
daily lives.   

 

We can also discern from Scripture that from the very outset 
of his ministry, Jesus engaged in prayer and spiritual work.  In 
numerous passages we hear about how Jesus took time for 
prayer.  He made a practice of seeking out a state of solitude 
to listen for the still, quiet voice of the Father.  He prayed as 
Paul recommends to us, “without ceasing.”  St. Augustine 
wrote that we are called to go beyond corporal works to en-
gage in spiritual work as well.  He called this practice per-
forming the seven Spiritual Works of Mercy.  These are: To 
instruct the ignorant; To counsel the doubtful; To admonish 
sinners; To bear wrongs patiently; To forgive offences willing-
ly; To comfort the afflicted; and to pray for the living and the 
dead.  In this period of Lent, we can fruitfully use our time to 
engage in both service and prayer.  Too often during Lent, we 
are caught up in resolutions of what not to do rather than 

what to do.   I pray that each of you is able to create some 
time in your lives to slow down and talk to God.  I pray that 
you will each find some new way to give of yourselves in ser-
vice to others for we, like Jesus, are created not to be served 
but to serve.  This Lent let us all resolve to engage in experi-
ences of growth and renewal with God.  During his desert 
experience, Jesus learned he needed to let go and trust in 
God.  We too need to engage in an act of trust with God, 
who with angels and archangels watches over us and guides 
us on our way home.   
 
Guide Me Into An Unclinched Moment   
 

Gentle me, 
Holy One, 
into an unclenched moment,  
  a deep breath, 
  a letting go 
   of heavy expectancies, 
       of shriveling anxieties,  
            of dead certainties, 
that, softened by the silence, 
 surrounded by the light 
  and open to the mystery, 
I may be found by wholeness, 
 upheld by the unfathomable, 
  entranced by the simple, 
   and filled with the joy 
    that is you.  

Prayer by Ted Loder 
Guerrillas of Grace  

Prayers for the Battle    
 

Blessings,  

 
Fr. Kevin 
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Cheers  
and  

Appreciation 
 

 John Delean, Connie Greenhawk, Nancy Latham, Pat 

Martin, Ed Miller and Carol Paterson for helping fold and 

prepare Lifelines and Bulletins 

 Cynthia Pyron for starting the Lunch Companions effort. 

 Doris Hughes, who reminds us to bring food and staples for 

those served by the Neighborhood Service Center 

 ECW (Episcopal Church Women) for contributing $9,000 

to benefit missions, ministries and scholarships 

 All those who attended the Ministry Fair and signed up 

to participate is some way 

 Our dedicated Flower Guild for gracing our altar with love-

ly arrangements each Sunday 

 Kevin Cross for volunteering one day a month of his time 

off to serve the people and needs of the National Cathedral 

in DC  

 Suzanne Fischer, George Curlin and Doris Hughes for 

representing Holy Trinity at the annual diocesan convention 
 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 
Senior Warden 

WORKS OF MERCY 
Lenten Reflection Series 

 
Our Lenten series this year will meet on the Wednesday 
evenings of March 19, 26 and April 2.  We will meet each 
evening at 6 pm to share a simple meal, engage in discus-
sion and practice prayer. This series will focus on learning 
more about the spiritu-
al practice of the seven 
Corporal and Spiritual 
Acts of Mercy.  We will 
incorporate the use of 
film, readings, discus-
sions and prayer prac-
tices as guides on this 
journey.  You may en-
roll for this series by signing up on the sheets in the parish 
hall or calling the church office at 410-226-5134. 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
March 4—6:00 pm 

 
Please join us on Shrove Tuesday, March 4th at 6 pm for 
our traditional community pancake supper.  We will have 
pancakes (including gluten-free), sausages, baked beans 
(a Canadian tradition) and beverages.  You may sign up in 
the Parish Hall or call the office (410-226-5134).  Our 
friends from Waters and Oxford Methodist will be joining 
us. 
 

We need volunteers to set up, cook and clean up.  If you 
can help with any of these tasks please let us know in 
advance.   If so, please email (htox@verizon.net) or call 
the parish office (410-226-5134). Thank you. 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

Will have started an inspirational and insightful book -- 
 

     
Listen: Finding God in the Sto-

ry of Your Life 
by Keri Wyatt Kent 

 

Meetings 
March 12 & 26 

9:00 am—10:30 am 
 

 
 

For more information or to order a book, contact  
Beverly Rohman 410-829-9561 or  

beverlyrohman@goeaston.net. 
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CHOIR 

REHEARSALS 

EVERY THURSDAY 

7:00 pm 

Twelve Step Recovery Eucharist 
  
A Twelve Step Eucharist will 
be celebrated at Trinity Ca-
thedral in Easton on Sunday, 
March 9 at 4:00 pm.  This re-
covery- centered Eucharist is 
intended to be both a healing 
experience for those suffering 
from problems of addiction 
and a transformational experience for our 
church.  The recovery centered Eucharist is 
grounded in welcoming/community building, 
pastoral care and liturgics.  The Twelve Step Eu-
charist is celebrated in the tradition of a Rite II 
Episcopal service centered on building an aware-
ness of the integration between the Eucharist 
and Twelve Step spirituality.  Rev.  Sam Shoemak-
er, an Episcopal priest, worked closely with Bill 
W. as he developed the twelve step basis of AA.   
 

Whether you are in recovery, have friends or 
family members in recovery or simply are curious 
about this type of liturgy, this service is open to 
everyone.   If you have any questions about this 
service you may call or email Fr. Kevin Cross at 
410-226-5134 or kevinmichaelc@gmail.com 

MARY, MOTHER OF SORROWS 
March 30 at 9:15 am 

Louise Thorndike will present the second art discussion in a se-
ries of three on the Virgin Mary.  The second presentation will 
be on Mary, Mother of Sorrows.   

 
In art, we will see Mary suffering as parents do with the grief 
over her son's path in life and ultimately his divine sacrifice for 
us.  Featured will be the  themes of Mater Dolorosa (sorrowing 
mother in widow's garb), the Pietà (loving, pious, griev-
ing mother), and the Stabat Mater ("mother standing" at the 
foot of the cross, also a theme in sacred music).  Please come 
share your insights on March 30, at 9:15 AM."  

 

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 

      Ash Wed Services 8:30 and 6:00 
 

       Ashes on the Go 6:30—8:00 am 
 Oxford Town Park 

 
      Wednesday Holy Eucharist 8:30 
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Christian Formation and Activities 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

In the Bible, Jesus was asked, “When did we feed you?” and 
Jesus responded that when you did it for oth-
ers, you did it for me.  The children demon-
strated that message by decorating bowls for 
the “Empty Bowls” fundraiser project for Tal-
bot County which helps to provide meals for 
those in need.   

 

We could not have done this without the sup-
port of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
organization of our church which currently 
funds our Sunday School projects.  We thank 
the ECW for their generous contribution to the 
Sunday School.   

 

As we complete the last two 
months of this session of Sunday 
School, we will continue to discuss 
Jesus’ miracles and the greatest 
miracle – his resurrection.  We will 
also be continuing our theme of 
helping others.  Once again during 
Lent we will have a big glass jar in the Parish 
Hall.  We hope you will empty your pockets of 
spare change so we can use change to help 
make a change in the world.  We have six weeks 
to fill up the jar.  In the past the children have 
decided to use the money for such projects as 
purchasing animals and food through Food for 
the Poor and giving money for 
medicine for children in an orphan-
age.  It is an honor to sit with the 

children and listen 
to them 
thoughtfully dis-
cuss how the 
money collected 
should be spent.   
 

 
- Barbara Cross 

Sunday School painting their bowls for Empty Bowls 
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Monasteries of the Heart: a one-day retreat experience 

Saturday March 22, 9am-4pm 

Monasteries of the Heart is a new movement for seekers who seek to shape their spiritual lives around Benedictine 
values and priorities. Now three years old, Monasteries of the Heart has almost 10,000 members who are immersed in 
the Benedictine tradition through its website. This new monastic movement for lay people is designed to respond to 
the great hunger in today’s world for community, spirituality, meaningful work, care of creation and peace. The intro-
ductory retreat will offer a variety of experiences central to Benedictine spirituality: communal prayer, conversation, 
learning, lectio (reflective reading of sacred text), silence, creative expression, celebration and shared meal. Each re-
treatant will receive the book, The Monastery of the Heart by Joan Chittister, the foundational text for the movement. 
 
Please register by signing up in the Parish Hall, or contacting the office (410.226.5134; htox@verizon.net). The registra-
tion fee is $50 and covers the cost of lunch and a copy of the book. Scholarships are available. Registration is limited. 

LUNCH COMPANIONS 
March 11 

 
LUNCH  COMPANIONS meets each 

month on the second Tuesday at 11:30 
at Panera's.  Lunch Companions is open to those women & 
men who would like to meet once a month for companion-

ship at lunch.     
 

For questions please call  
Cynthia Pyron 410- 763-7363. 

 
February Gathering  

of 
Breaking Bread Dinner 

Groups 
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HELP WANTED!!! 

Position: Parish Lamplighters 
 

The Buildings and Grounds Working Group is looking for 
two individuals to share the work of monitoring the 
lights at Holy Trinity and re-
placing those that are burnt 
out. 
 

The lamplighters would check 
Holy Trinity lights every two 
weeks with a walk-thru and 
receive calls/emails from par-
ish staff and parishioners 
when a burnt-out light is no-
ticed. 
 

With this information, the 
lamplighters would change 
bulbs when necessary.  
 

Lamplighters would also inform the Junior Warden 
when bulbs of various types need restocking.  
 

Lamplighters would need to use stepladders for some 
light replacements and so they should be steady on 
their feet. Lamplighters would be supported in their 
work by the Junior Warden.  
 

If you are willing to take on this small, but very im-
portant, job please contact Bob Kelly at: 410-226-5345 

 

 

 

 

Hello, 
 
Some of the soldiers here at Camp Buehring received a 
care package from Blue Star Mothers intended for K9. 
Since they didn't have any dog teams they gave the pack-
age to me and my dog, Cpl Robbins and Quick (black lab), 
and my fellow Military Working Dog team, Cpl Patterson 
and Denny (Belgian Malinois). 
 
We wanted to say thank you! We're two of only a hand-
ful of Marines here and we've been moving around all 
over the Middle East so we haven't gotten any care pack-
ages before yours! The dogs were especially thankful! 
 
Thank you for your support! 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 

At its January meeting, the ECW members decided on 
the  distribution of the funds raised at the annual Christ-
mas Bazaar.  The recipients and amounts are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all members of the ECW and the community 
who help make this possible. 
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The Church of the Holy Trinity 
PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

 

Remember that you are dust …. 
 

and to dust you shall return 
 
 

 

Ashes on the Go 
 

Wednesday 
March 5th 

6:30 am 
to 

8:00 am 
 

Oxford  Town 
Park  

 

 
 

Brought to you by the Churches of Oxford 
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