
A Message  f rom Our Rector ,  Fr. Kevin M. Cross  

Church of  the Holy Trinity,  An Episcopal Church  

Ju ly2014  

VOLUME 7 

ISSUE 7 

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE 
 

 Scripture calls us toward an unshakeable faith in the 
promise that the Lord will provide.  Such faith is as surely a 
sign of true discipleship as any I can imagine.  It is the kind of 
faith that is imbued with the belief that God will ultimately 
lead us down right pathways.  Throughout the long journey 
of the Exodus, Moses was asked to have faith that God 
would provide for his people.  This is the same Moses who 
was the reluctant prophet.  The prophet who did not have 
faith in his ability to do what God asked him to do.  Moses 
had faith in God but it was a faith 
like many of us – a faith filled with 
questions and doubts about God 
and us.  Yet in times of crisis,    
Moses seems to find strength in 
his faith. The long journey of the 
exodus was one filled with chal-
lenges and setbacks yet it did not 
diminish his faith.  Sure there had 
been demonstrations of God’s 
power and faithfulness along the 
way but doubt always seemed to 
be just a moment away from these awesome events.  I      
recently read a lectionary passage from a feast day that    
recounts a time when Moses was asked to do the seemingly 
impossible. Moses was asked to have faith that by tapping a 
rock with his staff, water would gush forth to quench the 
thirst of his people.  He did so and his people were refreshed.  
Perhaps he was nudged toward renewed faith by the desper-
ation of his dying people.  Sometimes the darkest moments 
lead to the deepest faith. 
 Faith is an elusive gift—one that for most of us is a 
struggle to acquire and to maintain.  I cannot imagine       
possessing the amount of faith Moses showed himself to be 
capable of living out in his life.  However, I do know that 
without any faith I would be lost.  The world cannot provide 
what God can provide. 
 John’s Gospel passage from that same feast day, also 
addresses the subject of faith.  In it John relates to us a     
discourse between Jesus and his disciples.  It was near the 
end.  It was at a time of great darkness when the threats of 

the world were posed to engulf Jesus and his followers.  We 
hear Jesus speaking to his disciples about his departure and 
the need for them to have faith that they will not be       
abandoned.  Despite the hard times, they would endure with 
God’s help.  He asked them to believe that not only did he 
come from the Father but that he would return to the Father 
and, after his departure, they would need to be strong in 
their faith that God would provide.  The disciples’ response, 
which is recounted in this passage, illustrates that at first 
they do not seem to understand the significance of Jesus’ 
statement.  They focus on what he says about his nature. 

They readily accept that he is of God 
but they ignore what he has said 
about his departure.    
 We all know that goodbyes 
are not easy—most of us tend to 
use denial as a coping mechanism.  
And, we are often are totally        
unaware we are doing so.  Why? To 
protect ourselves—to hold off the 
hurt.  I am sure most of you have 
someone close to you that has 
passed on:  a grandparent, a parent, 

a partner, a child, or a friend.  You may know from that     
experience that it is hard it is to have an open and honest 
conversation—provided you have that opportunity—about 
their dying.  The disciples were no different from us in this 
regard.  They were only able to accept that Jesus came from 
the Father—not that he had to return—not that he had to 
leave them. 
 In response to their deafness, Jesus tried once again 
to talk with them about his departure. Jesus addressed their 
ignoring the heart of what he was saying to them.  Jesus 
knew that only when they fully accepted and understood 
what Jesus’s departure through the cross would do for the 
world would they be able to move forward with courage and 
joy. 
 As I thought about these readings and about faith, I 
found myself drawn to thinking about the convergence of 

(Continued on page 3) 



Page 2 LIFELINE  

CHEERS AND  
APPRECIATION 
                 

 George Curlin and his crew for 
all the set ups and take downs 

 Kathy Gilson for organizing and 
overseeing all the grounds clean up …and for             
purchasing watering cans 

 Ground Clean up Crew who spent a Saturday morning 
making the church grounds look fabulous 

 Barbara, Kevin, Ritze Miller, Kathy Becker, and Pat 
Martin for conducting a fun and successful Vacation 
Bible Camp 

 Bob Kelly for his diligent attention to the contractors, 
works and coordinating that has to be done for the 
property 

 “Office Angels” who help with the folding and mailings 

 Kevin and Barbara for their patience as we investigated 
damp crawlspaces and failing HVAC units in the Rectory 

 Bill Myers for building new mailboxes for an office   
closet 

 Alek Myers and Brooke Myers for volunteering to serve 
on the Columbarium steering committee. 

 Thank you to all of you for your generous donations to 
the Food Bank and Migrant Worker Ministries. 

 

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 
With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

FIRST SERVICE 120th ANNIVERSARY 

On August 26, 1894 the congregation of The 
Church of the Holy Trinity celebrated their first  
service in our church building.  We will celebrate 
this historic event at our 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
services on Sunday, August 24, 2014.   

Between the services, at 9:30 am, church historian 
David Hazen will discuss the history of The Church 
of the Holy Trinity and we will also have an         
opportunity to hear reminiscences from long time 
parishioners about the more recent history of the 
church.  Please join our celebration. 

READY TO SERVE—WE NEED 
YOU! 

 

It is that time of year again when the Ves-
try Nominating Committee – Senior War-

den and the outgoing Vestry Members --- get together to 
present a slate of candidates for election to the Vestry at 
the annual meeting, which will be held on November 2, 
2014.  If you have any interest in sharing your time and 
talents and serving as a member of the Vestry please give 
me a call.   Holy Trinity is in a very positive and exciting 
time.  Serving on the Vestry gives one an opportunity to 
work for our mission as “a caring Christian community ded-
icated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, 
service and fellowship”……as well as provide those concert-
ed efforts and time to manage the church properties, fi-
nances and sacred spaces.  Is this YOUR time to serve?  The 
experience is incredible! Please call 410-829-9561! 

ED MILLER 

 
Thank you to Ed Miller for step-
ping forward to join the vestry. 

We welcome his talents and 
gifts to our group. 

ORGAN RE-DEDICATION 

 

 Bard Wickkiser, Organ Builder; Monte Maxwell, Organ Maestro; 

Cora Bruner, Organist; and Rev. Kevin M. Cross, Rector  
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different contexts in which I have witnessed the power of faith recently.  Currently, we have many parishioners who 
are ill with very serious medical conditions.  Three of these beloved began Hospice care in just the past two months.  
Two of these beloved, Mike Menzies and Joe Botkin have since passed on.  These friends shared in common living 
through times at the end of their lives that surely tested their faith.  Yet, each one of them seems to have become 
increasingly faith-filled in the face of great struggle.  At a time when one might think it would be difficult to hold on to 
faith, they became more firmly convicted in their beliefs that God is good and God will provide. Mike and Joe passed 
on, firm in their belief that our God is a God of love.  Could it be that adversity can lead to strength when it comes to 
the subject of faith?  That adversity can lead to faithfulness, trust and power?   
 The feast day that the church recently observed was the anniversary of the death of Albert John Luthuli.   
Luthuli was the first African to receive the Noble Peace Prize.  He received it in recognition of his leadership in South 
Africa’s non-violent struggle against apartheid. He did not live to see his dream fulfilled.  Albert died in 1967, nearly a 
quarter of a century before the end of apartheid.  What he had to say about faith resonates with the truth of      
Scripture.  Albert wrote:  “The road to freedom is via the cross.”  “The road to freedom is via the cross.” Amen. 

Blessings,  

 

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE 
(Continued from page 1) 

PAPER OR PLASTIC? 
How about a station wagon? 

 

 On Sunday July 13, an appeal was made to the 
congregation to bring food to church so that we could 
make a significant contribution to the Neighborhood  

Center’s food bank. 
The goal was to  
collect enough to 
fill Doris Hughes’ 
car. As is usual for 
this church, the  
response was     
extraordinary and 
Doris’ new car was 
filled to the brim 
(sorry about those 
shocks, Doris). 
There was so much 
that a second     
vehicle was      

needed! Thanks to Ron and Sandy Kaufman for lending a 
hand and their car. 
 

 Food is needed through out the year. You can 
leave non-perishables in the parish house anytime.    
Hunger never goes on vacation. 
 

 Thank you one and all for all the food. 
Tot O’Mara 

Mission Team 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DONATION TO 
AGUAYUDA 

 

The Sunday School children of the Church of the Holy 
Trinity in Oxford had their annual “Change for Change” 
project during Lent to raise money to help others.  One 
of the projects they decided to give money to is 
Aguayuda which provides clean water and sanitation 
facilities to the native people living in the arid northeast 
area of 
Colum-
bia.  
 

In this 
photo, 
Sunday 
School 
teacher 
Barbara 
Cross 
presents 
a check to Aguayuda founders Simone and Sabrina    
Zimmer.  Also pictured—Cemetery Cove Holy Rollers 
adding to the July 4th celebration. 

OXFORD COMMUNITY ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 17TH 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 
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“PLEIN AIR VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 

 While “Plein Air” was going on in Easton with 
professional artists, the children at the Vacation Bible 
Camp at the Church of the Holy Trinity in Oxford had 
their own “plein air.”  Using Jesus’ parable of the “Good 
Samaritan” as an example 
of the caring and compas-
sion we should show    
others, the children did a 
special painting project for 
the Veterans at the Royal 
Oak Shelter in Quantico, 
MD.  They first sketched 
houses with American 
flags in the neighborhood 
of the church.  They then 
painted their drawings 
which will be given to the 
shelter to hang in the Veterans’ rooms in gratitude for 
their service to our country.  The children also developed 
a modern day skit to the Good Samaritan  story about a 
new girl in school who is bullied, cries, and is ignored by 
others until a boy scout and girl scout come along and 
show her compassion.  There was also discussion about 
the American flag and what the “Pledge of Allegiance” 
means, especially the phrase “One nation under God.”  
The camp ended with delicious make-your-own ice 
cream sundaes!  Instructors for the camp were Father 
Kevin Cross, Barbara Cross, artist-in-residence Ritze    
Miller, Pat Martin and Kathy Becker.  Children who 
attended Vacation Bible Camp were from various towns 
in Maryland and even Georgia.   

 
Sunday 
School will 
be starting 
back up in 
mid-
September.  
It is for  
children 
ages five 
and up.  If 
you are 

interested in attending Sunday School at the Church of 
the Holy Trinity in Oxford please call the office at 410-
226-5134 and leave a message or email the office at 
HTOX@verizon.net.  Please leave your name and number 
and email information so we can get back to you. 
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The Church of the Holy Trinity 
PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey—encouraging of    
others also on the journey and non-judgmental of where one 
might be on that journey. 
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Church of the Holy Trinity 
Ice Cream Sunday  

August 3, 2014 

Join us for our Annual  
Ice Cream Sunday.   

 
Bring a Friend to Church and enjoy refreshing 

worship and fellowship.   
 

Highland Creamery will serve their delicious 
flavors immediately following our 9:30 service  


