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EQUIPPING THE SAINTS 

“So these were the gifts that he gave.  Some were to be apos-
tles, others prophets, others evangelists, and others pastors 

and teachers.  Their job is to give God’s people the equipment 
they need for their work of service, and so to build up the 

king’s body.  The purpose of this is that we should all reach 
unity in our belief and loyalty, and in knowing God’s son.  

Then we shall each the stature of the mature Man measured 
by the standards of the king’s fullness.”   

Ephesians 4:11-13 
 

Paul speaks often of the gifts of the Spirit and the common 
purpose of Jesus’ followers to work in harmony as the body of 
Christ.  He comes back to this message time and again in his 
epistles to emphasize a foundational, Christian-value commu-
nity.  In contrast to the way of the world around him, Paul 
knew that Christianity was a counter-cultural faith.  Christiani-
ty is a faith that is firmly grounded not in the self but in the 
“other.”  It is not self-centered but rather is other-centered.   
Christianity is at its very heart, a faith of relationship, commu-
nity and selflessness.  Jesus’ ministry taught us that if one 
wishes to grow close to God one must embrace and uplift all 
of God’s people.  “Love one another as I have loved you.”  This 
approach to life is no less daunting today than it was in the 
times of Jesus and Paul.   If we wish to assess the health of 
our Christian community we must hold up the mirror of 
selfness to see what is there.  When I do so with this commu-
nity the reflection I see is a community known for it’s remark-
able degree of selflessness.  You are a community that finds 
its identity through relationship with the “other”.  You are a 
community that dedicates itself to concern with lives of each 
of its members and those beyond our borders as well.  I have 
heard stories from many of you that you chose to come here 
because of the good heartedness at the core of this commu-
nity.  This is the kind of community that actively strives to live 
into the value and ethics that Paul wrote about in his letter to 
Romans “…we have gifts that differ in accordance with the 
grace that has been given us, and we must use them appro-
priately.” Romans 1:6.   The life of this community is the prod-
uct of living into the true identity of one who follows Christ.  
You are the kind of community that offers a glimpse of God’s 
kingdom on earth.  You are a sanctuary of respite, hope and 
joy. So I say to you, rejoice and celebrate the goodness of 

who you have become.  When you hold this Lifeline up to the 
mirror - look for the “other” – they are everywhere.  I encour-
age you to take part in one of the many formation, mission 
and social activities that are the marks of mission present in 
this parish.  “Use your gifts appropriately”, and join in the life 
of this parish family.  Let us go forth to continue to love and 
serve the Lord and equip the saints to do God’s work. 

Blessings,  

 

EASTERN SHORE CRAB FEAST 
SEPTEMBER 21ST—4:00 pm 

 

On September 21st at 4:00 P.M., plan on joining in an East-
ern Shore Crab Feast on the lawn of the Rectory overlook-
ing the beautiful Tred Avon River.  

We’ll have bushels of steamed crabs and perhaps corn-on-
the-cob, as well as cold cuts and fixings to make your fa-
vorite sandwiches. All the crabs, sandwiches and corn, and 
also soft drinks, beer and 
wine, paper plates and dis-
posable utensils are included 
in the nominal contribution 
of $15 per adult. Children 12 
and under are free. Everyone 
is encouraged to bring salads, 
sides, fixin’s and desserts. No 
one will go away hungry. 
Your favorite Golden Oldies music will be provided by 
none other than DJ Cross. The Men’s Bible Study group 
will set up the tables and chairs. Volunteers are needed to 
bring all the other food, so please sign up in the Parish Hall 
or contact Gordon Fronk either on 410-226-1044 or at 
gfronk@fronklaw.com to let us know what can count on 
you’re bringing.  

And, as in all events, please sign up to join us, so we will 
know for how many we should plan. Save the date and 
plan to bring your friends and family. A good time is guar-
anteed for all. 

- Gordon Fronk 

Lifeline 

tel:410-226-1044
mailto:gfronk@fronklaw.com
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Cheers  
and  

Appreciation 
 

 Berry & George Passano and Ed Miller for their wonder-
ful work on the Columbarium Committee 

 Marybeth Guerrieri for helping with bulletins and office 
needs during Eugenie’s vacation 

 Eugénie Drayton & Margaret Munsch for creating a new 
church brochure 

 Sharon Paz & Ellen Anderson for working on the Oxford 
Ice Cream Social 

 Bob Kelly for tenderly watering the new trees 
 Tot O’Mara for stepping in to manage the Columbarium 

permit process 
 Bill Pugh for helping with Wednesday Lunch Bunch 
 David Hazen for his historical and humorous presenta-

tion on the 120th Anniversary of the First Service ….and 
 Sarah Ramsay & Bob Kelly for helping with the celebra-

tion  
 Ushers who faithfully assist at each service 

 
With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 
Senior Warden 

COLUMBARIUM STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

A group has been 
working hard to up-
date the Files, Forms 
and the Rules and 
Regulations for the 
Columbarium.   As 
we plan for an ex-
pansion of the Col-
umbarium, we are 
creating a new bro-
chure and processes 

for communication with all the families who hold  
niches.    
 
A huge thank you to Ed Miller, Alek Myers, Brooke Myers 
and Berry Passano (along with the expert computer skills 
of George)  for all the research, time and talent they have 
put into this effort.    

Beverly Rohman 
Senior Warden & Acting Columbarium Steward 

BULDINGS ODD-JOB HELPERS NEEDED 
 

The Church of the Holy Trinity parish has three beautiful, 
but not-so-young buildings, which often require small-
scale maintenance and repairs. For example, a window 
blind may need to be hung, a small section of woodwork 
may need repainting, a small hole in a wall needs to be 
patched… etc.   If you are able to volunteer a few hours 
from time to time to take on one or two of these small 
jobs, please contact Junior Warden Bob Kelly (410-226-
5345 or kellyrf@lemoyne.edu). The Junior Warden will 
act as your contact and materials person for these pro-
jects and the timelines will be flexible and friendly!   

Many thanks for considering this request!!  
- Bob Kelly 
Jr. Warden 

NEWEST MEMBER OF HOLY TRINITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phoebe Louise Cross 
August 19, 2014 
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 Music groups will be organizing in early September for 
the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  If you are interest-
ed in singing with the 8 a.m. choir or the10:30 
a.m. vocal ensemble, please contact Cora 
(Cora_Bruner@verizon.net or 410-726-2088).    
 

Our Fall choir rehearsals begin Thursday, September 
4th.  The 8 a.m. choir will rehearse from 6:30-7:30 
p.m.  10:30 a.m. ensemble singers will join the 8 a.m. 
choir from 7:00-7:30 p.m. for combined service and 
special day music then work on a few selections for 
the 10:30 a.m. services. Please come and join us!    
 

Looking ahead: 

 Friday, October 3rd  7 p.m.  Community Sing with 
John Wesley Wright 

Come learn a few vocal techniques and sing songs 
from the African American heritage with one of our 
favorite tenors!  The Community Sing is open to eve-
ryone in the greater Oxford community.  If you have-
n't joined in a Community Sing before, please 
come!  Great fun and wonderful music making! 

 Sunday, October 12th 3 p.m.  Duo concert with 
Denise Nathanson, cello and Leo Nestor, piano 

 
- Dr. Cora Bruner 

Choir Director & Organist 

THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY  
FROM ADDICTION TO RECOVERY  

CONFERENCE 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:00 am—3:00 pm 

THE CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY TRINITY 

 
This conference, sponsored by 

the Episcopal Diocese of Easton, will present church 
leaders and laity with knowledge from medical, substance 
abuse recovery and theological perspectives. The goal of 
the conference is to provide information and create the 
opportunity to build communities of 
support among church leaders and families in addressing 
this issue. Substance abuse is a stigmatized illness in our 
society.  The Church must bring its message of acceptance 
and reconciliation to the individuals and families 
impacted by this disease.  Particular attention needs to be 
paid to the toll this disease is taking on our youth. God is 
there with those struggling with this disease - in their 
suffering and in their victories of 
recovery.  Compassionate leadership and witness to our 
faith calls for us to show leadership in offering support, 
acceptance and healing to those struggling with this 
disease. To do so proactively, without fear or judgment, is 
a powerful statement about the Christian 
faith  commitment to reconciliation and spreading God’s 
message of healing and love.  

National leaders in this field, including The Rev. Dr. John 
MacDougall, Spiritual Care Coordinator at the Retreat 
and former Director of Spiritual Guidance at Hazelden, 
and Kris Kampf, CDFT, Clinical Supervisor at Grey Wolf 
Ranch and The Rev. Kevin Cross, past president and board 
member of Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal Church 
will be our guest speakers. 
 

Registration fee: $20 which includes lunch. Register by 
emailing—htox@verizon.net or calling 410.226.5134 
 

CHOIR SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 7th 
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Christian Formation and Activities 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Women’s Bible Study will resume Monday, Septem-
ber 22nd at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall (please, note 
change in starting date). 
 

We will continue the study “The Twelve Disciples” with 
Lesson Six: John. Study guides are available from Mary 
Ann Hensinger (410.463.0405) for anyone wishing to join 
this study. 

- Mary Ann Hensinger 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 28th 

 

During the 10:30 service, children are invited to join us 
for Sunday School in the Parish Hall.  Once again we will 
have teachers Cathy Schmidt, Barbara Cross, Pucky Lip-
pincott and Artist-in-Residence, Ritze Miller.  Often times 
we are asked how old children need to be to attend Sun-
day School.  Children need to be independent in the 
bathroom and be able to participate in group story time 
and art projects. 

 

Usually we start out in the Parish Hall for a Bible story 
and often have an art project associated with it.  We go 
into the church during the passing of the peace and par-
ticipate in the service.   

 

This year our provisional Bishop, Bishop Parsley, will be 
visiting the Church of the Holy Trinity on October 5, 
which is also the “Kirkin of the Tartan,” when we cele-
brate the Episcopal Church’s start through the Scottish 
Bishops consecrating an American Bishop.  In prepara-
tion and celebration of these events, we will hold our 
first Sunday School class on Sunday, September 28.   We 
will be in the Parish Hall for the entire service as we pre-
pare our own tartan for the “Kirkin” on October 5.  Alt-
hough we do not usually have Sunday School on the first 
Sunday of the month (at the 9:30  service), the Sunday 
School class will meet on October 5 so that they can pro-
cess in with the Bishop and be involved in the service.  In 
October we will be meeting October 5, 19, and 26.  
There is no Sunday School October 12.   

 

We need all children to register for Sunday School so 
that we can plan appropriately.    Forms are available on 
the table in the Parish Hall and can be emailed by calling 
the office at 410-226-5134.  If you have any questions, 
please call the office and leave a message for Barbara. 

- Barbara Cross 

MARY, QUEEN OF HEAVEN 

September 21 at 9:15 am 

 

Louise Thorndike will 
present the third and 
last in her art series on 
the Virgin Mary on Sun-
day, September 21, at 
9:15 AM.  This presenta-
tion will be on Mary, 
Queen of Heaven.  As 
Jesus is King of Heaven, 
so must Mary, his moth-
er, be Queen.   

Louise will show three 
iconic compositions on 
this theme:  the Madon-
na Enthroned, the As-
sumption of the Virgin 

into heaven, and the Coronation of the Virgin.  Often ornate 
and extravagant, this art will give us a window into the glory 
and brilliance of the male/female duality of the divine 
realm. 

- Louise Thorndike 

120th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Historian, David Hazen, captivating listeners 
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INQUIRER’S GROUP 
 
An Inquirer's class is a place to learn 
about the history and beliefs of the 
Episcopal faith and explore how your 
faith journey can be enriched 
through discussions with other in-
quiring minds.    
 
 

These sessions will be held prior 
to Bishop Parsley’s visitation on 
October 5th in case you are in-
terested in reception into the 
Episcopal Church or reaffirma-
tion of vows. We will meet for 
four Tuesdays at 6 pm starting 
on September 9. If you are inter-
ested in taking part please sign 
up at the Parish Hall or call the 
Parish Office (410-226-5134). 

ADRIAN’S AMAZING SUMMER 
ADVENTURE 

 
Adrian Scales participated in a Youth With A Mission 
(YWAM) trip to Mexico with other diocesan youth this 
summer.  
They built 
& furnished 
a house for 
a fami-
ly and 
helped 
them buy 
groceries;  
ran two 
Eyeglass 
Clinics; played with and inspired countless kids; helped 
lead a church service through testimonies & skits; donat-
ed 20 Spanish Bibles and helped YWAM team members 

financially and 
with prayer to 
continue their 
ministry.  Adri-
an received 
accolades from 
his team lead-
ers and peers 
for his hard 
work and joyful 
presence.   
 
 

 
 

Congratulations, Adrian and thank you for your service to 
God and your brothers and sisters in Mexico.  Adrian’s 
participation 
in this activi-
ty was in 
part spon-
sored by the 
church mis-
sion fund.   
 

 

Please note 
that this 
youth mis-
sion team 
will make a 
presenta-
tion at Holy Trinity during our services on Sunday, 
September 14.  

MEXICO MISSION PRESENTATION 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 
The Men’s Bible Study will resume Monday, September 
15th at 6:00 pm. We will discuss our study plan at this 
initial meeting. Light refreshments and snacks will be 
provided. 

- Al Smith 



 
LIFELINE  
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COFFEE HOUR SAINTS 
 

Many Thanks to our July and August Sunday Coffee Hour 
Helpers!  

 

July 
Ritze & Ed Miller; 
Louise Thorndike;  

Cynthia  Pyron; and 
Debbie Smith 

 

August  
Martha Britt, Bonnie  
Stevens, Kaye Ruark, 

and Bob Kelly  

 

Monthly Reminder 
 July and August:  Judy 

Lutkus 
 
 

If you would be willing to host one of the coffee hours 
that are after the Sunday services, please contact  

Sarah Ramsey at 410-226-5345 or  
Ramsey4019@gmail.com.   

 

This is a nice activity and not too demanding.  I am now 
looking for volunteers for October and later.  

CAMP ROYAL OAK MISSION 
 

We have formed a new partnership with a veteran’s 
home: Camp Royal Oak in Quantico.  Camp Royal Oak 
provides services to help homeless veterans get back on 
their feet.  Most veterans stay at the home for 60 days 
during which time they receive room and board, social 
services, job coaching and life skill training.  This highly 
successful program has served hundreds and only had 6 
veterans who needed to return for additional help.  Eve-
ryone working at the facility is a veteran and some are 
graduates of the Camp Royal Oak program.   
 
Mary Ann Hensinger and Lisa Strang delivered your food, 
hygiene, dog food (they have four dogs) donations as 
well as the paintings of our Vacation Bible Camp children.  
Thank you to all who helped with this mission activity.  
The next visit will be on September 16.  A bin has been 
placed in the Parish hall for donations. 

- Lisa Strang 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

We are no doubt all aware of the damage sustained by 
the Neighborhood Service Center from the recent fire 
and subsequent water damage. Regardless, the NSC con-
tinues to distribute food to the needy.  

Please remember to bring items to the Food Pantry. "feed 
the hungry" is a command from Jesus. 

- Doris Hughes 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
 
Holy Trinity ECW  is hosting a 
light lunch and meeting for 
all women of the Church on 
Monday, September 15 at 
11:30.  The lunch will be ca-
tered by Garden & Garnish.   
 
We will be discussing the 
Christmas Bazaar and hope 
you will bring your creative 
ideas along with you!  
 

Looking forward to seeing you in September.  
 

RSVP by September 7th to : 
 Sara Wangsness (410-226-5017; 

swangsness100@yahoo.com )  
or  

Sally Fronk  (410-226-1044;  
sfronk@atlanticbb.net ).   

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denise Nathanson, cello 
Noel Lester, piano 

 
Sunday, October 12, 2014—3:00 pm 

mailto:swangsness100@yahoo.com
mailto:sfronk@atlanticbb.net
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

 

VOICE & AFRICAN 
AMERICAN SONG 

WORKSHOP 
Led by Dr. John Wesley 

Wright 
 

The Voice & African American Song Workshop 
is a participatory workshop designed to improve 
vocal awareness, self-esteem and technique, and 
to encourage continued development of  com-
munity through the vehicle of  music from the 

African American song tradition. 

 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

502 South Morris Street 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 

 
Friday, October 3, 2014…..7PM 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 


