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CELEBRATING GOD’S GOOD GRACES
Hopefully you have all been eagerly anticipating my annual
stewardship appeal. Once a year, we formally set aside time
to assess what is meant by stewardship. We think about
what we are individually and collectively being called to do
with our time, money and talent to grow, strengthen and enrich our mission as a church. Our mission, as passed down
from Christ to the apostles to us, is to create a glimpse of
God’s kingdom here on earth, in this time and place. I am
sure many of you might be inwardly groaning: Oh, no here
comes the money pitch. Well, I am not going to deny it. My
hope is that my comments will help you discern what you are
being called to do to support this community. I hope to build
a framework within which you will
be able to discern God’s call for you
to engage in stewardship.
We shouldn’t and can’t be reluctant
to discuss such a topic in church.
After all, if you take a careful look
at Jesus’ teachings, Jesus focused
more on just economics and the
proper use of wealth than any other single topic. Why? Because he
knew that our relationship to money, how we control it or let it control us, drastically impacts our entire lives. No doubt, material treasures can be the source of good.
However, the allure and immediate
gratification offered by such treasures also has the potential
to overwhelm us and create discord in our spiritual life.
Therefore, we cannot nor should we even try to ignore talking
about it.
In his letters St. Paul wrote to church communities about issues that were impacting their development. In several
letters he addresses the topic of money. His point is usual to
be careful not to love money too much and to realize that
issues about money and its proper use can be as damaging to
a community and to one’s personal spiritual journey as anything else.

Especially these days, as we all know, money can be the
source of much anxiety. We all worry about having enough,
we mourn the loss of what we may have lost in times of market turmoil and we all spend an inordinate amount of time
feeling anxious about money. I urge you to listen to what
Paul writes to the people of Philippi. “Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your request be made known to God.” In
other words, pray and bring everything no matter how trivial
or insurmountable to God. This may sound too contrite, too
easy to say but, really, has excessive worrying ever made your
situation any better? We have a God, who is head over heels
in love with us. Bring your worries to God and ask for God’s
care and guidance. You may or may not be enriched in material ways but I guarantee
you, you will worry less.
And really what price can
be put on the easing of
anxiety and tension?
Good stewardship is the
expression of gratitude.
We are blessed and then
invited by God to celebrate and express our
gratitude through sharing
our blessings. If we accept God’s invitation, our
acceptance must lead to
action. The action that is
called for is to bring ourselves and all that we have to the
feast. Stewardship is how we demonstrate our desire to accept God’s invitation. It is part of how we express our gratitude for the blessings of this life.
There are two key verbs that describe stewardship: call and
go. We respond to God’s call for good stewardship and that
response begins with acknowledgement of the goodness extended to us through God’s good graces. Accompanying this
call is an invitation for us to go. To go out and invite others to
(Continued on page 3)
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Louise Thorndike for opening her lovely home to the first
Women on a Journey gathering this fall
Sunday School Children for creating a beautiful “tartan”
for Kirkin’ of the Tartan Sunday
Our Sunday School teachers Barbara Cross, Cathy
Schmidt, Ritze Miller and Pucky Lippincott for their inspiring leadership teaching our children our faith.
Coffee Hour Contributors – along with hosts Eleanor Dallam & Al Smith for the fabulous reception for Provisional
Bishop Parsley and his wife, Becky
Father Cross for orchestrating a Diocesan Recovery Ministry Workshop and bringing national speakers to HT and
to Eugenie Drayton for her wonderful work in support of
this conference and ministry.
Our Altar Guild members who faithfully work behind the
scenes to make certain the altar is always properly
dressed and ready for each service
Marlies Mraz for the early morning start to the Wednesday Lunch Bunch sandwich preparations
Lunch Bunch Soup Makers and Helpers who keep on
cooking and serving this wonderful outreach ministry
Geoff Holmes for his ceaseless work to keep our facilities
in good repair especially his recent repair of several of
our hall chairs!
Our Choir members who share their talents at our Sunday services.
Congratulations to Connie Greenhawk on her reception
into the Episcopal faith.
Everyone who contributes food to our Food Bank.
Thank you all for serving the church and our community!!
With gratitude and appreciation ----

Senior Warden

Here are the qualities and service they will bring to the
Vestry of Holy Trinity ~ ~
Pat Martin
“A lifelong Episcopalian, I have been a member of Holy
Trinity since birth, with the exception of about 20 years
living away from Oxford. I am interested in helping the
sick, the shut-ins and the needy, and thoroughly enjoy my
participation and contribution to the Wednesday lunch
bunch. I serve on the Altar Guild and consider that
‘housekeeping for the Lord.’ I am especially interested in
doing whatever I can to help the Sunday School grow.”
Richard Wagner
"I am a physicist by training and have been a committed
Episcopalian for fifty years. My wife, Ginny, and I have
been full-time residents of Oxford for two years, and love it
here. I have had the privilege of being a Lay Reader and
Lay Eucharistic Minister for many years, and have served
three times on Vestries in parishes in California and Virginia. The Church of the Holy Trinity is a warm, active, spiritual Christian community that I would be honored to serve as
a member of the Vestry."
Sara Wangsness
“For the past four-years I have been an active member of
The Holy Trinity Church, belonging to Altar Guild, the ECW
(as a co-chairman of the Christmas Bazaar for three-years),
the Women’s Bible Study, and the Women on a Journey
discussion group. Being a member of the Vestry is an opportunity for me to give back to the Church. I believe I
would be able to help the Church reach out to others by
listening and understanding their needs, and giving my
support to developing greater participation and fellowship
at Holy Trinity. I look forward to continuing my own
“journey” at the Church.”
If you would also like to have your name up for consideration, please contact one of the members of the
nominating committee:
Bob Kelly ~ Midge Menzies ~ Tot O’Mara ~ Beverly Rohman
Confirmation will take place at the Annual Meeting on
Sunday, November 2, 2014
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CELEBRATING GRACES (Continued from page 1)
God’s banquet. This feast is not for us alone. We are expected to go forth in gratitude and share our blessings with
one another.
We can clearly express our desire accept Gods’ call through our stewardship to this community of God. We are called
to collectively pledge our treasures to meet the financial and talent needs of our mission as The Church of the Holy
Trinity. Such needs are seen in mundane budget items like the upkeep of buildings, salaries, the support of mission
work, educational expenses to help us grow, sheet music to help us rejoice, grounds keeping and a myriad of other
expenses. It is important to keep in mind that all of these things equip us with the capability to carry out our mission
of spreading the Good News. In practicing generosity we answer the call of God’s mission. We enable this community to go forth and create glimpses of God’s kingdom. If this small community can do that the effects ripple out to the
larger world. Like a small pebble dropped in a pool of water the ripples spread out to the very ends. I urge you to
keep this in mind as you make your decision about how you will respond to the stewardship pledge drive. I ask you
to think about the blessings in your life and decide how you will give thanks to God for his bountiful care. And, most
of all, I encourage you to pray for guidance about it and all things.
Blessings,

LOST & FOUND
A recent straightening of the coat closet off the
River Room discovered several items that probably date from 2013. Are you missing a black
jacket with pink lining, size XL ; a black leather
jacket, size L ; or a life jacket, adult small, West
Marine black, grey & red (loaned for the wounded warriors visit)? We also have over 10 umbrellas! These items are in the coat closet.

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans & Bishop Parsley’s Visit

Smaller found items are in the basket on the side
table by the door to the kitchen off the River
Room. Sunglasses, a small red purse, a pair of
silver-colored gloves (probably from 2013) and
other items are in the basket.

John Wesley Wright—Voice Workshop
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Christian Formation and Activities
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Many thanks to the Sunday School for their wonderful
Sunday School tartan banner that was presented during
Bishop Parsley’s visit. Please take a moment to look at
the individual interests of each child painted on the
squares. We also thank the children for their participation in the celebration of this historic service. We are
grateful to see them bring up the gifts and gather
around the altar at
every service to assist
Father Kevin.
Through this activity
they are developing a
better understanding
of our Eucharist service.
We thank Ritze Miller
for her guidance and
expertise and joy
with the children to
help make this project so successful.
Many thanks to Lynn
Parli and Joe Enders for cutting out the squares. A big
thanks also to Cynthia Orem for her incredible sewing
talent in putting the squares together to make this
beautiful tartan banner. Our enthusiastic teachers
Cathy Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott and Barbara Cross were
essential to the completion of this magnificent project.
As the children were gathered around the altar and in
the prayers it mentioned Abraham and other in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), a child turned to me and
asked, “Who are they?” We will be learning about them
in November and will also start our preparations for the
Christmas pageant.
- Barbara Cross

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
CHECK OUT OUR
REDESIGNED WEBSITE
holytrinityoxfordmd.org

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The Women’s Bible group will celebrate the Advent season with a 4-part study, “Comfort & Joy”.
Study sessions will be held in the parish
hall at 9:30 am on the following Mondays:



November 10 & 17
December 8 & 15

Lesson booklets are available from Mary
Ann Hensinger at 410.463.0405

MUSIC AT HOLY TRINITY
Our choir and ensemble is off and running! Sunday October 19th the 10:30 a.m. ensemble made their debut! Holy Trinity is very fortunate to have a number of
musicians come forward to share their talents and music
in our services. Thank you for enhancing our time of worship. If anyone would like to join the choral groups, rehearsals are Thursday evenings. The 8 a.m. choir rehearses from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The 10:30 a.m. ensemble
rehearses from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Instrumentalists are always welcome! Please share your availability with Cora.
Please join us for a special music sharing
Sunday, November 16th at the 10:30 a.m. service.
Lisa Fatica (Clarinet), Carey Miller (cello),
George Wadelton (recorder)
Holy Trinity will host members of
the Baltimore-Washington Chapter
of the Organ Historical Society's
November Organ Crawl on Saturday, November 22nd. We are excited to be able to share our church
and organ with these talented musicians.
- Cora Bruner
Director of Music and Organist
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WOMEN ON A JOURNEY

ECW BAZAAR: WREATHS

Come join our study group of Christian Women on a
Journey who will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month to enjoy faith based contemporary literature, discussion and fellowship.

Wreath Decorating: On Wednesday, Dec. 3, we will be
decorating wreaths for the Bazaar. There will be two
sessions: 9-11:30am and 12:30-3pm. Please bring your
clippers, glue gun and glue sticks, and a glue pot if you
have one. We will have extra glue sticks and pot
glue. Also, if you have any berries
(i.e. Holly, winterberry, juniper,
blue spruce or others), pine cones,
dried hydrangeas, magnolia, (small
leafed is nice), boxwood, fir,
pine or cedar branches, artificial
berries and other materials that
would be nice on the wreaths,
please bring them. The wreaths are one of our top moneymakers for the Bazaar. We cannot make them without
your help. There will be a short demo before each session to remind everyone how to make them secure and
beautiful. If you have never helped us make wreaths before but would like to learn how, please join us. Please
contact Ingrid Blanton, (ingrid.blanton@gmail.com and
410-253-9413),to let her know your choice of session or
if you have any questions.

This fall we are reading Stitches by Anne Lamott, who
explores how we find meaning
and peace in these loud and frantic times; where we start again
after personal and public devastation; how we recapture wholeness after loss; and how we locate
our true identities in this frazzled
age. We begin, Lamott says, by
collecting the ripped shreds of our
emotional and spiritual fabric and
sewing them back together --one stitch at a time. It’s in these
stitches that the quilt of life begins, and embedded in them are strength, warmth, humor, and humanity.
November 5th & 19th

9:00 am – 10:30 am

For more information please contact Beverly Rohman
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
St. Andrew’s Choral Scholars is a curricular ensemble at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
School in Middletown, Delaware. Students in grades nine through twelve receive individual vocal training and instruction in music theory, aural skills,
sight-singing, and music history through
the Royal School of Church Music training
scheme, Voice for Life. As students develop in their over-all musicianship, they
advance to higher levels in the program
and sing a more demanding repertoire
and performance schedule. The ensemble, under the direction of Nathan Costa,
will be performing an Advent Service of
Lessons & Carols at The Church of the
Holy Trinity, Oxford on Sunday, December 7 at 4:00 pm. To thank and support
the students we need volunteers to help
put on a dinner for them in the Parish
Hall following the concert. If you are interested and able to do so, please call the Parish Office.

- Sarah Ramsey
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2014 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
The Christmas Bazaar will soon be here! The Bazaar is Saturday December 6th from 9:00 am to noon in the Parish Hall.
Our theme this year is Let There Be Light, so let images of
this magical time of year of glistening snow and sleigh bells - or more likely, of the lovely Oxford dock trees, help you
celebrate the birth of Jesus. And celebrate also by volunteering for the Bazaar and sharing some fun activities with
fellow parishioners.
Along with the traditional raffle, the Bazaar will feature tables with wonderful wreaths and greens, small decorated
trees, parishioners’ handcrafted and artistic works, and a
Holy Trinity craft table. Food tables will include frozen
soups and appetizers, baked goods, jams and pickles, the
men’s food table and more. Complimentary coffee, cider
and sweets will be available to welcome you and new visitors. All proceeds are for the charitable projects and mission
work of the Church’s ECW (Episcopal Church Women).
Many volunteers are needed to make the Bazaar a success,
so please sign up on sheets in the Parish Hall to help with
one or more of the following:
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tact Nancy Richards (410-226-5161) ricknancyrichards@gmail.com.
Christmas cookies and other baked goods: Please consider
providing a minimum of 2 dozen holiday cookies. These
should be the usual Christmas theme cookies, balls, or any
small cookies. Small breads and fudge also welcomed. Watch for details in the weekly bulletin. If you have
questions, contact Sharon Paz, (410-690-4472 ;
sharpz133@atlanticbb.net)
Raffle: This year's raffle is all about baskets! Again this year,
our Christmas Bazaar will include the raffling of four themeoriented Christmas Baskets, all abundantly filled by volunteers who will be contributing to make each basket the best
yet. Each basket will carry a theme and be filled to the brim
with all of our favorite things. Thinking of some relaxing
time with good friends? The "Tea for Two" Basket has all
you need for a perfect afternoon tea! And the "Holiday
Morning Breakfast" basket features wonderful breakfast
goodies and accompaniments for making that Christmas
morning so special. The "It's a Wonderful Life...in Oxford!”
Basket contains an bountiful assortment of items that represent the BEST of our small town. The "Bringing Up Baby"
Basket is a great gift for a baby shower, or for that newest
family member! Tickets will be mailed to church members.
They also will be sold between Sunday services leading up to
the Christmas Bazaar and at the Bazaar itself. Be sure to
buy some, and share them with others too. Remember,
"You have to play to win! “ For information about the baskets, contact Sandy Kaufman, sandykaufman1@aol.com;
(410)226-5301. For information about tickets, contact Sally
Fronk, (410-226-1044) sfronk@atlanticbb.net)

“Let There Be Light” Table donations. One of the tables at
our Christmas Bazaar will feature vintage, antique or newer
items that express this year’s theme, Let There Be Light. Do
you have some vintage Christmas tree ornaments or decorations that sparkle or shine that you would donate? Items
that feature light, such as candles, candle holders, candle
wreaths or stars? After November 1, place your items in the
Let There Be Light Box in the Parish Hall. Please provide a
box for any fragile items. If you have questions contact DebMen’s Table: Calling All HTOX Men and Boys. Go to the
orah Scales (410-714-0131) Deborahscales@yahoo.com
store; buy the ingredients; bring them home; whip them up
Decorators for tabletop trees. Trees are 12”, 18” or 24” in into a pile of dough and stick it in the oven in time to have
height. These have been a very popular item at prior Bayour delectable cookies, breads, pies, soups, relish, sauces
zaars. Let your imagination rule as you decorate your tree -- or any other Holiday favorite delivered to the Men’s table
inspired by our theme, Let There Be Light! Trees are availa- by 8:30 A.M., Saturday morning, December 6th. If necesble for pickup during the Friday craft time (9:30 to noon) or sary, don’t be afraid to solicit a little help from Mrs. Claus, if
pickup can be arranged. There are also some decorations
baking is above your pay grade and experience. All contribusuch as beads, garlands of pearls and other materials, and
tions will be greatly appreciated and let us uphold the fine
small items that you might like for your tree. You can pick
tradition Al Smith so ably spawned. If you have any questhese up during the craft time.
tions, please call Gordon Fronk at 410-226-1044.
Frozen Soups, Appetizers, and One-dish Meals: Cooks
For general questions about the Bazaar, contact Bazaar Coneeded to share their favorite soups, appetizers, and small Chairs: Sara Wangsness (410-226-5017)
one-dish meals, such as stews or pasta dishes. Soups
swangsness100@yahoo.com or Sally Fronk (410-226-1044)
should be in pint or quart containers marked with kind and sfronk@atlanticbb.net
ingredients. Appetizers and one-dish meals should also be
frozen and marked with type and ingredients. Attractive
- Sarah Ramsey
packaging helps sell. Items can be brought to church the
morning of the Bazaar or stored in church freezer IF space is
available. (marked for Bazaar). For more information con-
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

GRATITUDE

MISSION

GROWTH

Come hear about the State of the Parish –

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

Goals ~ Vestry Elections ~ Challenges ~
Cheers

Annual Meeting
and
Vestry sponsored Brunch
November 2, 2014 --- after the 9:30 service

