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DO JUSTICE, LOVE KINDNESS
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8
At the time of the prophet Micah liberation and justice
have been restored to the people. Micah reminds the
people of Israel about what God has done for them. They
have been delivered from captivity in Babylon and returned
to their homeland and city of Jerusalem. They have raise
up leaders and God has protected them from invasion. In
the passage quoted, God through Micah asks his people to
reflect on where they have been, what has been done for
them, and then He asks them to respond with actions that
mirror the faithfulness he has shown to them.
This is not just a message of old but one that is resonant in
all times and places. God does not
abandon us. Even in our darkest
moments God is present and
working to restore us to a place of
holiness. Throughout the ages God
has continued to challenge us to
perform acts gratitude for His
faithfulness to us.
This past year we have seen one of
God’s people who heard his Word
and was moved to demonstrate
that with hope, courage, and faith,
such small acts as we may individually be capable of
performing, can move the world toward the kingdom. Aida
Tressell, a Syrian Eastern Orthodox Christian living in St.
Michaels heard God’s call and she was moved to action.
She has brought God’s mercy to refugees from the war in
her home land.
You good people have been moved to acts of marvelous
generosity supporting her work with the Syrian refugees in
Athens. Prior to leaving on her latest trip to Greece, she
was presented with a check for $5200 to purchase
clothing, food, and other necessities for the rapidly
increasing number of refugees in Athens. This past week
an additional donation of $1100 was deposited in her
mission account. Your funds support the mission of

Zaatar, an organization co-founded by Aida that provides
shelter, food, and education to the refugees with a special
focus on the homeless children. Children who were put on
boats by their parents in hopes they would find a life of
peace away from the tragedy unfolding in Syrian. Like the
people of Israel, you have heard the call of Micah “to do
justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God.” I have attached a copy of a recent letter from Aida
with a brief update on her activities.
“Dear Fr. Kevin,
I have been working daily managing Zaatar’s
Orange House project. I have started a few new
programs- such as the daily lunch & tea program,
as well as field trips in order for the refugees to
learn more and develop their intercultural skills to
adapt to the life in Europe. Also, we have been
participating in the Homeless program and
distributing food and tea to them at night. We
have been purchasing much needed supplies and
products for the refugees and
supplying as much support as
physically possible to those in need
and delivering goods to squats that
the refugees sleep at.
Today we have been preparing lunch
to take for a field trip for
unaccompanied minors to go to the
sea (20 mins from Athens) to pick sea
glass and enjoy fun time for the
children.
Again, we here can’t thank you the
members of the church and everyone who donated
as we are spending these funds to support these
and other programs.
Thank you again and God bless!
P. S. We meet with a British Nonprofit on wed, who
will help us fund a Children’s home for
unaccompanied minors! Best news of the week!
GOD IS GREAT!” - Aida Tressell
Located in Athens, Zaatar assists the displaced population
of refugees in Europe through a focus on unaccompanied
minors and other vulnerable refugees such as single
(Continued on page 2)
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
Father Kevin led our Vestry and officers in the annual
Retreat on Friday, January 20, 2017. The purpose is to
introduce our new members, Wendy Grubbs and Jack
Nobel, to all the Vestry members, in an atmosphere
conducive to sharing our visions, hopes and aspirations
for our Parish in the current year and beyond.

Thank you to Cynthia Orem for
the wonderful lights that now illuminate our stain
glass windows on the east wall of the church. They
shine like a beacon offering comfort in the dark hours In preparation for the Retreat, Fr. Kevin had provided a
of the night.
few articles and publications to have us focus on the
roles and responsibilities of the Vestry. We read of
Thank you to Simon Arnstein for overseeing the
Moses’ objections to God’s call: I am not qualified; I lack
installation of the window lights.
Much gratitude to George Curlin for his many years of knowledge (not theologically sophisticated or articulate); I
lack credibility; I lack competence; and the ultimate
dedicated service as our “chairman”. Thanks to Tim
objection – I don’t have the will to obey the Lord. Despite
Wilson for taking on this responsibility for the future.
our objections, we have been called to listen for His voice
Thank you to Dan and Lisa at Pope’s Tavern for the
and respond in obedience. So we will try our very best
wonderful new wireless microphone. “Can you hear
and leave the rest to God.
me now?”
Scott Evenbeck, describing his top ten Vestry
Thank you to Kathy Becker for her very dedicated
Responsibilities, implores the Vestry to act in concert with
service coordinating our coffee hour hosting.
the Rector and organize the work of the Vestry, using the
Thank you to Mary Ann Hensinger and all the UTO
SWEEPS model: stewardship, worship, education,
donors. Holy Trinity raised the most funds in the
evangelism, pastoral care and service. Mindful of
diocese. Well done!
SWEEPS, the Vestry assessed the successes and
With gratitude and appreciation ---- shortcomings of the past year and set its goals for 2017.

To name a few: (1) to tithe our budget to mission; (2)
- Fr. Kevin create a mission project in which all may be involved yearround; (3) develop a buildings and grounds master plan;
DO JUSTINE, LOVE KINDNESS
(Continued from page 1)
(4) connect all parishioners via email to facilitate
communications; (5) connect parishioners who regularly
mothers. Our name is inspired by that of a wonderful mix attend either 8:00 or 10:30 service; and (6) be
transparent so that all parishioners are informed
of herbs from the
regarding all fiscal matters and parish activities and
Middle East that is
opportunities.
enjoyed by many.
Just as the herbs
I’ll close with a few reminders for all of our Parish:
combine with a
 Vestry Meetings are open to all members of Holy
complementary
Trinity, so, if you would like to observe, check the
result, we believe
calendar to confirm the time and date; currently, we
that people with
intend to meet in Parish Hall at 9:30 A.M. on the third
various backgrounds,
Friday of each month, commencing February 17.
skills, and interests

We need more parishioners to volunteer to usher at
can too. United, with
10:30 services. The duties are to arrive at 10:00,
volunteers from
hand out bulletins, invite three persons to deliver the
around the world, our
food baskets, wine and wafers to the alter, count the
collective goal is to
number of persons in attendance, take the offering
assist those refugees who are searching for peace and
and, after the service, place the offering in a deposit
freedom. More information on Zaatar is available at:
envelope kept in the sacristy. Please contact Simon
www.zaatarngo.org or, on Facebook at https://
Arnstein or Fr. Kevin to volunteer.
www.facebook.com/zaatarngo/
 We need more parishioners to prepare the coffee and
- Father Kevin
(Continued on page 3)
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Mission & Outreach

CAREPACK COLLECTION
School is in session and the food packs to send home with needy children on the weekends are more needed than
ever. We who have so much cannot imagine having so little. We will be having another "food drive" on Sunday,
February 5th. please be generous with your donations. Again, we will fill the back of a station wagon which will be
parked near the Parish House.
Here is a list of suggestions. Please bring food that is in individual containers or packages.
Oatmeal packets

Single Serve Cereals

Filled Crackers

Raisins

Applesauce

Fruit Cups

Cereal Bars

Toaster Pastries

Granola Bars

Canned Tuna

Easy Mac & Cheese

Canned Pasta

Instant Lunch Noodles

Small packets:

Peanuts
Trail Mix
Pretzels

If you wish to help with the packing of the bags for distribution, please contact Doris Hughes.

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
(Continued from page 2)

ANGEL TREE

breakfast pastries for the after-service “coffee
hours.” All the necessary drinks and pastries are
provided; you need only set up and clean up. It’s a
great exercise for couples. Please sign up in the
Parish Hall or contact Kathy Becker.

Once again, the parishioners of Holy Trinity “opened their
hearts and their wallets”. Their generosity exceeded our
greatest expectations. On December 9th with the help of
Tot O’Mara, we took gifts for 35 children to the Salvation
Army for distribution. Think of these children on
We wish all the very best in 2017. Christmas, they will have presents to open, which would
not have happened without your help. This is a mission
- Gordon Fronk
we can share in, many have said, “what fun it is to shop
for a child again”, most of our grandchildren cannot
imagine a Christmas without an abundance of gifts.

FELLOWSHIP

The Christian duty is to share our “gifts” with those less
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Doris
fortunate.
Hughes, Rebecca Gaffney, Marybeth Guerrieri, Barbara
Cross and the Sunday School, and Wendy and Shirley Thank you to each of you who made this mission project
Grubbs for hosting coffee hours in January . We are in so successful.
- Doris Hughes
need of hosts for January 2017, so please consider
helping. The sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall.
Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for
information about how you can help.

WELCOME RECEPTION—FEBRUARY 12TH AT 3:00 PM
This year we have welcomed many new people at Holy Trinity. Some of you are new to our community, some of you
have returned to our community, and some of you may be just checking us out. Whatever category defines your
relationship with Holy Trinity, we are glad to have you amongst us. On Sunday, February 12th we are hosting “A
Getting to Know Holy Trinity” reception from 3 – 5 pm at the lovely home of Wendy Grubbs, 5391 Morgan’s Point.
We would like to extend an invitation to you to join us for refreshments, fellowship, and for an opportunity to get to
know us better. Please call us at the office 410-226-5134 to rsvp.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
A group of the Sunday School teachers - Cathy Schmidt,
Ritze Miller, Linda Wilson, Barbara Cross, and Pucky
Lippincott – met to plan the curriculum for the rest of this
Sunday School year. One of the things we would like to do
is make crosses out of palm leaves on Palm Sunday. Do
you know how to do this and would you be willing to teach
us? Please let Barbara know if you can help us with this
project.
On February 12 at noon we will join other Sunday Schools
at Kiln Born in Easton to decorate Empty Bowls for the
“souper” to raise money for the food banks later on in the
month. Last year we joined Christ Church St. Michaels in
this endeavor. Parents may either just drop off the
children
or stay
and
decorate
their own
bowls.
We will
have
Sunday
School at
10:30 as
usual.
We have a
very busy group of children and sometimes cancel Sunday
School when we know ahead that we won’t have
students. Feb. 19 is one of those dates.
We are finishing up the Holy Communion booklets, where
each child is illustrating her/his own book. At the end of
the project, each child will have his/her own book and we
will make extra copies from a composite of their
illustrations.
In preparation for illustrating the Holy Communion books,
we discussed with the children what community is, and
how our church is a community – a family. We then
discussed Holy Communion and how it relates to the Last
Supper. One of the children noticed the ceramic
depiction of the last supper that is on the fireplace
mantel. Have you noticed it? It was given to Father Kevin
by one of the residents at Park View, where he celebrates
a monthly service. Parishioner Hazel Lambert, who now
lives there, organized this and the residents are most
grateful. It seems so fitting that when we were talking
about community, it also included the greater community,
for that is what Jesus showed us.
- Barbara Cross

GOD IS MY NAVIGATOR
One often thinks what it might take
To walk through life as if it were a piece of cake
We wonder who guides us in our choices
Is it a mystery or the Angels voices
Whenever we feel down and sad
Do we see the prettiest light ever had
When we are tired and need something to lean on
And it comes to us as surely as dawn
When it feels we have no safe place to land
Suddenly it is there, an outstretched hand
When the boat falters, it is guided to shore
Because God is my navigator and so much more.
- Connie Greenhawk
This was written after someone said something in our “Believe”
session that inspired me, God is my navigator. 12/6/16

“Abide with me,” we hear Jesus saying.” “Stay
with me,” he says. The incompleteness of life,
as we experience it now, is enough. What we
need is here. The treasure for which we
search is likely buried under our own porch.
- Br. Curtis Almquist
Society of Saint John the Evangelist

MUSIC in FEBRUARY
Many of our members are away for winter vacations. We
would welcome any singers who would like to come and
join us! Please see Cora or contact her at
Cora_Bruner@verizon.net
February 5th at 9:30 am Service
Lisa Fatica, Clarinet & George Wadelton, Recorder
with Choir
February 12th at 8 am Service
Choir
February 19th at 10:30 am Service
Melissa Wise Slacum, Soprano and Dan Wright, Tenor
February 26th at 8 am Service
Choir
10:30 am Service
Gail Aveson, Soprano
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2017 LENTEN SERIES: SPEAKING OUR FAITH
Speaking Our Faith is designed to help us talk to one another about faith. Most of us have trouble pinpointing
exactly what we believe and finding appropriate ways to talk about it. As stated by author The Rev. Kit Carlson,
“You may know God is real but you may struggle to find words to articulate your understanding of God.” In this
series, we will help each other learn how to discover, own, and articulate our Christian faith
in
a 5-session, small group experience. The topics of this series include:






Why Is It Hard to Talk about Faith?
How Do You Know It's God?
Who Is the God We Know?
Faith in Action
This I Believe

The Rev. Kit Carlson, the author of this series, has spent years studying the fundamentals
of
faith discovery and community in mainline, Christian communities. She developed Speaking Our Faith to bring
renewal and vitality to believers and faith communities. You may enroll for this series by signing up in the parish
hall or calling the church office at 410-226-5134. Please join us for what promises to be an engaging exploration.
We will meet on Sunday afternoons at 3 pm starting on February 26. We will share fellowship, tea and
companionship on the journey.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUPS
All are welcome to join these groups whenever you
can make it.
Women’s Bible Study
Mondays at 9:30 am – River Room
Currently studying the Apostle’s Creed.
Mary Ann Hensinger—410.463.0405
Men’s Inquiring Believers
Mondays at 6:00 pm – River Room
Currently studying Genesis
Ray Munch—215.356.2481
Believe
Tuesdays at 11:00 am—Parish Hall
(except the second Tuesday of each month)
Studying how to live the story of the Bible
to become like Jesus
Fr. Kevin—410.226.5134
Women on A Journey
1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 9:00 am – River Room
February 1 & 15
Study of contemporary spiritual fiction and non-fiction
Beverly Rohman—410.763.7096

WINTER POTLUCK SUPPERS
On Sunday, January 22 many of your fellow parishioners
came to together to share a potluck supper. It was a
great time notable for excellent food, good fellowship
and laughter. We also watched some football on the big
screen.
Our next potluck with be on Sunday, February 19 at 5
pm. These potluck events are intended to be casual
affairs offering an opportunity for those of us who are
not snowbirds to have some fun together. No need to
sign up in advance or coordinate food. It is an adventure in dining and fun.

LIBRARIAN
It may surprise you to learn that we have quite an extensive library housed in our parish house. There are Bible
study resources, books on religion, spirituality and
church history and even some novels. This resource
has great potential to offer spiritual growth and development on an individual and group discussion basis. To
fully develop this resource, we need a librarian to help
re-organize it and deploy numerous new resources that
have not yet been added to it. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Fr. Kevin.

Page 6

LIFELINE

OFFICE ANGELS ARE MOVING
OFFICE ANGELS ARE MOVING TO THURSDAYS!
at 1:00 pm

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY
We’ve added a new link on our website’s homepage,
PREPARING FOR SUNDAY. You’ll find
it at the bottom.

Every week a small group of people help fold the
bulletins for Sunday and once a month, they get a
preview of the LIFELINE while they get it ready for
the mail.

This link not only provides you with
the readings for Sunday, but also an
historical note about the reading as
well as a scripture reflection and
prayer suggestion.

If you have even 1/2 hour available on Thursdays,
please join our band of faithful folders.

With Lent approaching quickly, Ash Wednesday is March
1, you might find this as an opportunity to reflect upon
where God is in your life or where you’d like God to be.

We will be meeting up in Kevin’s office.

FROM THE TEMPLE
Every February, Temple B’nai Israel sponsors the Susan
and Barry Koh Lecture Series. These lecture series are
open to the public and are free of charge.
This year’s series, Visionaries and Their World Changing
Visions, introduce four dynamic and visionary
individuals whoa re changing the world in which we live
for the better. Each of these extraordinary souls,
motivated by individual circumstances and energized by
personal experience, developed, organized and
launched program that speak directly to pressing
societal needs and are responsive to the challenges
and conditions of a complex and demanding world.
Each of these presenters saw a void in the world around
them and worked towards filling those gaps with
programs that change the lives of those they touched
and changing the world for the better.
February 1: Adam Green, Founder and Executive
Director: Rocking the Boat.
February 8: Laurie Srongin, Executive Director: Hope for
the Henry Foundation.
February 15: Keasha Haythe, Executive Director,
Foundation of Hope.
February, 22: Judith Erger, Catalyst Sports Regional
Director, Metro-DC Chapter.
Contact info:

Temple B’nai Israel
101 W. Earle Avenue
Easton, MD 21601
410.822.0553
www.bnaiisraeleaston.org

STEWARDSHIP YEAR ROUND
All too often we regard stewardship simply as a matter of
our giving to God, but this aspect is secondary. Before we
can give, we must possess, and before we possess we
must receive. Therefore, stewardship is, in the first place,
receiving God’s good and bounteous gifts. And once received, those gifts are not to be used solely for our own
good. They must also be used for the benefit of others,
and ultimately for the glory of God the given. The steward
needs an open hand to receive from God and then an active hand to give to God and to others.
- Murray J Harris
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

FEBRUARY 28 at 5:30 PM

