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LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
 

A few years ago, I went on a mission trip to El Salvador and 
my heart was broken as I saw the impact of extreme poverty, 
an oppressive government, gang violence and environmental 
degradation on this small country. I learned about the        
Salvadorans’ sad history of martyrdom: Oscar Romero, the six   
Jesuits and the four nuns. The presence of sacrifice in the  
culture of this country hit me squarely in the face. I fully    
expected to find a broken people. A people filled with        
despair, anger, hate or indifference. I wondered, “Where is 
God’s love amidst all of this suffering? What good came out 
of the sacrifices?" I was deep in despair my first few days and 
wondered why had I come on this trip? To what good could it 
lead? 

During this trip, my group visited several sites associated with 
the martyrdom of the bishops, priests and nuns, who were 
assassinated by the government during the civil war. All were 
executed to silence their simple, healing messages of justice 
and peace. These sites, and the memories they hold, are    
important touchstones of history and faith to the people of El 
Salvador. I clearly remember visiting UCA, the university 
where the Jesuits were assassinated. At UCA, a museum was 
built on the grounds where the six Jesuits lived out their last 
days.  Sadness permeated the air in that museum.                
Salvadorans cried as they walked through it. I myself broke 
down and felt my heart break as I viewed the clothing they 
were wearing on the day they were executed, saw jars        
containing the earth on which they fell, and looked at        
photographs of their loving, joyful, faces. I felt the space   
closing in on me and I wanted to run out of there as quickly as 
I could. Instead I resolved to stay with the sadness and honor 
their memory as I tried to understand. To what purpose were 
they sacrificed?   

When I eventually walked up the exit stairs, I saw light 
streaming in from the sky above. The first image I saw upon 
emerging from the museum was a big, beautiful sunflower. It 
brilliantly drew visitors to the museum up out of the depths 
and into a memorial rose garden. The contrast between the 
sadness below and the beauty above couldn’t have been 
greater. This dichotomy boldly represented what I found 

throughout El Salvador—war, oppression, poverty weighed 
heavily on the country and yet the people were filled with 
love, hope and faith. I wondered how could they feel and act 
so beloved? 

The people of El Salvador begin to shed a little bit of light on 
what happens as a result of “God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son.” God did not leave his son, and does not 
leave us, on the cross. Sacrifice is only part of the picture. God 
so loved the world that he gave his only son in order that he, 
we (and the people of El Salvador) could rise up. God did so 
that we can find 
within ourselves 
hopefulness       
despite the harsh 
realities of this 
world. God so 
loved the world 
that we might be 
saved through him 
and that even 
when facing death 
we will know it will 
not have the last 
word. Oscar Romero knew this well. Shortly before his death 
he said: “If they kill me, I will rise again in the Salvadoran         
people.” He did just that – his spirit of love, forgiveness and 
passion for justice lives on. 

God raises up sunflowers out of earth and ashes. Throughout 
history, God raises up his people again and again. God has 
demonstrated to us that through following Jesus—the way of 
the cross and beyond—we always have a way out of tragedy. 
Bishop Romero, the six Jesuits and the four nuns sacrificed 
themselves so that a people could be free regardless of the 
chains of oppression. The way of violence did not win. The 
spirit of the Salvadoran people flies high. Sacrifices were 
made so that the sons and daughters of El Salvador might live 
without being downtrodden by harsh realities of this world.   

In the moments when we are too tired to look to the cross, 
we can turn our ear to the words of the Scripture that invite 
us to find respite in God. Listen to the words of Paul:   

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHEERS and APPRECIATION 
 
 All of you for the wonderful, surprise 5th anniversary    

celebration of my and Barbara’s ministry at Holy Trinity.  
We are delighted with the driftwood boat model.  We love 
you all! 

 Our Choir and our Music Director Cora Bruner for         
inspiring music throughout Lent. 

 Justine Cooney and Eugénie Drayton for creating a     
wonderful hymn book for our monthly services at Bayleigh 
Chase. 

 Our Altar Guild for their work behind the scenes that have 
helped make all our Lenten liturgies sacred and special.  

 Mary Ann Hensinger for conducting the always inspiring 
Women’s Bible Study.  

 Wednesday Lunch Brunch crew who prepare over 30 
meals each week for the homebound in our community. 

 Steve Fuguet who is always willing to acolyte at our 8:00 
am service and any special services.   

 Lisa Strang and Larry Paz for the wonderful ministry to our 
veterans at Camp Royal Oak. 

 Louise Thorndike for her wonderful, thought provoking 
presentation on the Passion represented through modern 
art. 

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 

Fr. Kevin 

A SAFETY MOMENT: 

 SMALL STOP SIGN BETWEEN THE CHURCH 
AND PARISH HALL  

  

Jim Bredar, Vestry Member, Safety Matters 
Fr. Kevin Cross, Rector 

Bob Kelly, Junior Warden 
 

As part of the Parish’s continuing 
efforts to  improve pedestrian 
safety in the high-traffic area  
between the Church and Parish 
Hall, a small movable stop sign, 
much like those seen on bike 
trails, has been placed near the 
driveway at the side entry to the 
Church to accompany the stop 
bar, which was painted on the 
driveway last fall. It is our hope, 
and that of the Vestry, that 
bringing traffic to a stop in this 
high-risk area will enhance the 
safety for all members of the 
parish, but especially the safety 
of our Sunday school children 
and parishioners with mobility 
difficulties. 

God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the         
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

This text leaves me breathless. Just re-imagine for a moment: God so loved the world…  God so loves you…                         
YOU ARE AN INTIMATE PART OF THIS EVOLVING, UNIVERSAL COMMUNITY SO LOVED BY GOD.   

Remember the sunflower at the UCA museum? It, too, knew about sacrifice and the ongoing cycle of life. When I carefully 
looked at it, I was struck by the fact that it was missing seeds from its center; seeds that had been carried away by birds to 
bring life-renewing substance to their nests. God so loved the world. God so loves the world. That is the Good News of the 
Passion and Resurrection. Let us complete our Lenten journey with this in mind and celebrate the love of the Easter story. 

 
Father Kevin 

 
 
NOTE: March 24th marked the 35th anniversary of Oscar Romero’s death.  
On Frebruary 2, 2015, he was decreed a martyr of the church. 

(Continued from page 1 
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A SAFETY MOMENT: 
SYSTEMS UP AND RUNNING 

 

Recently, the Church of Holy Trinity’s new fire, flood, and 
security systems became fully operational. The Church and 
Parish Hall now have smoke and fire detectors that will 
sound an alarm and notify a central monitoring center as 
well as the fire department if a problem occurs. An        im-
portant feature of this system is a sensor located in the 
mechanical area of the organ, which will alert us to any 
problems in this instrument that is so important to our 
faith community and its liturgies.  Also, there is a flood sen-
sor in the church basement that will alert us to failures in 
the twin sump-pump system and rising water well     before 
the water reaches the critical elements of the furnace. Con-
cerning security, individuals working alone in any of the 
three second floor Parish Hall offices will be able to see the 
main entry way via a wireless camera that feeds to their 
desktop computers and sound an alarm if need be via a 
wireless panic button. This arrangement allows us to pro-
tect those who work in the offices while maintaining open 
access to the Parish Hall. The Rectory also has a panic 
button and anyone working alone in the Church may re-
quest the use of a panic button through the office.  

The Vestry was motivated to install these systems out of 
concern for safety of those who work for the parish—recall 
acts of violence in nearby parishes in the recent past—and 
out of a sense of responsibility for the care for our cher-
ished buildings—recall the 1945 fire that devastated our 
Church. The funding for this major capital       improvement 
project came from the Windsor Endowment Fund, the Or-
gan Fund, and the generosity of all of our  parishioners. The 
project was accomplished within the budgetary parameters 
established by the Vestry. 

We are grateful to our attentive and effective contractor on 
this project, Ryan Shay of Talon Security. 

Bob Kelly 

Junior Warden   

PASTORAL CARE 

Do you or someone you know need help—an errand run, 
a ride to an appointment, a meal cooked, a visit or have 
an odd job with which you need help? We have a group 
that wants to help! You may confidentially call Ted 
Lutkus at 410-822-7943 or Pat Martin, Vestry Shepherd, 
at 410-226-5306. 

CHURCH’S ROOF RIDGE CAP  
TO BE REPLACED 

 

You may have noticed that the white ridge caps that run 
along the peaks of the church’s main and secondary roofs 
are badly rusted and peeling up from the top course of 
roof’s slate tiles. Over the past six months we have      
explored a variety of options for addressing this problem. 
After extensive consultation, the Vestry approved a     
proposal by the Junior Warden to replace the current 
roof ridge cap with new white aluminum cap of the same 
design as the existing cap. The custom-made caps come 
with a thirty-year guarantee and will be installed by the 
Easton firm of West & Callahan, Inc. The installation work 
will take place as soon as weather permits. Additionally, 
if the four white crosses that define the lines of the 
church roof require painting, this work will also be       
undertaken.  

Many thanks to Ray Munsch who has worked with me on 
this project! 

Bob Kelly 

Junior Warden 

“Being a Christian is less about  
cautiously avoiding sin than about 
courageously and actively doing 
God’s will”. 
 

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



LIFELINE  Page 4 

Spiritual Growth and Activities 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 
During Lent we have had our “Change for Change” jar at 
the back of the sanctuary and thank you for your        
donations so that we can help others with the money 
we collect. Easter will be our last day to collect money 
for various charities. We have always done something 
local in addition to abroad. 

We have also been busy building with Lego to illustrate 
the stories of Jonah and the Whale and Noah and the 
flood. We have a special plastic brick set to create the 
Last Supper.   

The children created prayers of the people for the 10:30 
service on Easter. In addition to leading the congrega-
tion in the prayers, the children will also be involved in 
other parts of the Easter service.  

In April, our last full month of Sunday School, the       
children will be creating a “Thank You, God,” prayer 
book.  We start out each Sunday School session with all 
of us taking turns thanking God for something. We are 
going to put these thank you prayers into a book and 
illustrate them.  Once again, Ms. Ritze, our                 
artist-consultant, will be involved in this creative        
endeavor. We are so grateful to all who help make    
Sunday School such a success. Cathy and Natalie 
Schmidt and Pucky Lippincott are fun teachers sharing 
the joy of knowing God. We are truly blessed. 

 

- Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

Come join our study group of Christian Women on a 
Journey who will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month to enjoy faith-based         
contemporary literature, discussion and fellowship.  We 
try to keep each meeting independent to accommodate 
for our traveling and busy lives.  
 

April 1st & April 15th 

In April , we are starting a new book –  

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World  
By, Joanna Weaver 

 

This is an invitation for every woman 
who feels she isn't godly enough … 
isn't loving enough … isn't doing 
enough. The life of a woman today 
isn't really all that different from that 
of Mary and Martha in the New    
Testament.  With her fresh approach 
to the familiar Bible story and its creative, practical 
strategies, Joanna shows how we can balance the Mary 
and Martha qualities in all of us.   
 

To order a book or for more information  
please contact Beverly Rohman 

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 

LIFE JOURNEYS WITH PAT MARTIN 
Sunday, April 19 at 9:15 am 

 
 
We all take different and interesting paths through life.  
Reflecting on our family experiences, careers,              
avocations, travels and inward journeys of the heart can 
be an opportunity to see God’s presence in our lives.  
The workings of the Holy Spirit are teaching us lessons 
that refine and renew us day by day for our journey   
toward God.  It can be equally fascinating for us to hear 
and share stories about our collective journeys through 
life.  At each meeting of this group, a member of our 
family will share with you their story.  Come prepared to 
learn, laugh and be inspired by your fellow traveler, Pat 
Martin as she shares her stories of growing up in Oxford, 
life with her hero-husband Paul, and her love of Holy 
Trinity and her life in Christ.  
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SHHHHH!! IT’S A SURPRISE 

Sharon Paz and her crew pulled off the best  
Surprise Party in celebration of  

Fr. Kevin’s 5th Anniversary at Church of the Holy Trinity. 
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OXFORD DAY 
ECW PLANT SALE 

 

 

*Place early orders FOR GERANIUMS ONLY 
by emailing ctgilson@yahoo.com between 
March 26th and April 22nd.   
 
 In addition to order-quantities / sizes /

colors / total cost, add your email address 
and telephone number and then contact 
Chris Gilson.  

 Bring check, cash or credit card for total 
amounts due to the Oxford Day Sale on 
April 25th (rain or shine).  Make checks out 
to Holy Trinity Church—ECW.   

 You may pick up your pre-orders on the 
front lawn on Oxford Day, rain or shine, 
organized in clusters with your names on 
each order batch.   

 Pre-orders are the best way to guarantee 
getting what you want and are discounted 
from the April 25th sale day. (Orders are 
not considered completed until you        
receive a confirmation from C Gilson.)   

 If ordering lavender, also note a 2nd 
choice. 

 
Many other types of flowers and vegetable 
plants will be available at the April 25th 

event ... such as New Guinea Impatiens; 
Non-Stop Begonias; Gerber Daisies; Flats 
of Veggies and Herbs; Gallon Perennials; 
Hanging Baskets; Geraniums from 4 ½ to 
14 inches; and possibly Roses. Hibiscus are 
dependent on growing season.      

 

PRE-order Geraniums Order Info 

Size   Cost per pot 

4.5” $5.00 

8” $12.00 

10” $18.00 

12” $24.00 

14” $45.00 

  

Available Colors: 

Red, Pink, White, Peach, Lavender (limited quantity) 

 

mailto:ctgilson@yahoo.com
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
Saturday, April 25 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Pre-Orders start 
March 26th 

Email Chris Gilson  
ctgilson@yahoo.com 

With your order or for information 


