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PRACTICING MERCY BY SHARING WEALTH 

“Mission is the creating, reconciling and transforming action 
of God, flowing from the community of love found in the Trini-
ty, made known to all humanity in the person of Jesus, and 
entrusted to the faithful action and witness of the people of 
God who, in the power of the Spirit, are a sign, foretaste and 
instrument of the reign of God.”  (Adapted from a statement 
of the Commission on Mission of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia.) 

Perhaps a less complicated way of saying the same thing is 
that the mission of the church is Mercy.  Mercy is actualized 
through the practice of empathy and compassion by us, the 
people of God.  The mission of Mercy is a core value and prac-
tice of the Christian faith. 

We can engage in acts of mercy in many ways including what 
we do with our wealth.  This past month, our church held two 
events to help us put into practice works of mercy.  We held 
our fourth annual Meal and Trivia for Mission evening.  
Through this fun time we raised over $1800 to help with the 
good works of Sophia’s Circle and Aguayuda.  Through your 
generosity Edwina Gateley will host a retreat this spring for 
women who are victims of trafficking and abuse.  We have 
been involved with supporting Edwina’s mission ever since 
she visited us in 2011.  Many women have found the for-
giveness and mercy of God through the work you enable.  
Bless you.  Aguayuda is on a mission of mercy through provid-
ing clean water, sanitation and education to the indigenous 
people of La Guajira, Colombia.  Your donations help Simon 
and Sabrina Zimmer establish well and sanitation systems in 
one of the driest places in South America.   Bless you.  Our 
ECW held their Plant Sale on Oxford Day.  All proceeds from 
this annual event are allocated to fund mission work.  Thank 
you and Bless you for your patronage. 

The community of our church is a generous community.  We 
set a goal each year to tithe our budget for missions of mercy.  
The past several year we exceed our goal.  In 2014 we donat-
ed over $25,000 to address the needs of God’s people beyond 
the boundaries of this church.  This funding came several 
sources including the mission fund, the ECW, the Rector’s 
Discretionary fund, the Sunday School and individual dona-

tions.  85% of this assistance was provided to local organiza-
tions and 15% to international mission work.   

Obviously mission is about more than raising funds.  Howev-
er, sharing our blessings which include our wealth is a neces-
sary and God given tool to carry our Christ’s mission of mercy 
in this world.  Our Bishop, Henry Parsley recently said to a 
group of diocesan leaders “What we are is God’s gift to us.  
What we become is our gift to God.”  Becoming missioners of 
mercy is what we are created to be in this life.  It is how we 
may express thanksgiving for God’s great mercy.  Mercy that 
is showered upon us each day.  If you are interested in be-
coming more directly involved with our mission activities 
please contact our mission team leader, Tot O’Mara or me.  
We are a blessed people.  Thank you for shar-
ing your blessings in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Good Shepherd. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lifeline 

THANK YOU  
Thank you to our teachers Barbara Cross, Pucky Lippincott, 
Cathy Schmidt, and artist in residence Ritze Miller for a 
wonderful year of Sunday School.  Their joy for the Lord and 
love of our children has instilled a firm foundation of Chris-
tian values and faith in our children.  Thank  you also for all 
of the Sunday children and their parents for their enthusias-
tic participation.  Note: Our Sunday School is on hiatus until 
next September.  To our kids: Have a fun 
summer and we hope to see you at our 
10:30 Family services. 
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CHEERS and APPRECIATION 
 

 The Altar and Flower Guilds for all they did to make our 
Easter services experiences of God’s great.   

 Our Choirs and our Music Director Cora Bruner for abso-
lutely wondrous music at both of our services on Easter. 

 Our Sunday School children and teachers for guiding us in 
giving God thanks through our Easter Prayers of the Peo-
ple. 

 Our ushers, lectors and acolytes for their service on East-
er. 

 Our ushers for their tremendous help coordinating Charlie 
Smith’s memorial service. 

 Pat Martin and Margaret Munsch for volunteering to 
serve as our Pastoral Care and Fellowship Vestry Shep-
herds respectively. 

 Ted Lutkus, Kathy Becker and Ginny Wagner for volun-
teering to be our committee heads for Pastoral Care, 
Coffee hour and Altar Guild, respectively.   

 George Passano, George Curlin and Beverly Rohman for 
their leadership managing the Columbarium expansion 
and restoration project.  

 Ray Munsch our official Lamplighter for keeping the lights 
on. 

 Larry Paz for venturing into the depths of the church base-
ment to assess the upkeep of our HVAC system keeping us 
nice and comfortable. 

 All of our cooks and volunteers for their help to make our 
Meal and Trivia for Mission an outstanding fun(d) raiser 
for Sophia’s Circle and Aguayuda. 

 Thank you to Chris Gilson and all of the volunteer’s who 
helped make our ECW Plant Sale a success. 

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 
 

Father Kevin 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Financial Summary - YTD March 2015 

 

Below  is a summary of the financial results for the 
first quarter of 2015.  Operating Income exceeded 
budgeted income by $5,569--a favorable variance.  
Actual Operating Expenses exceeded Budgeted 
Expenses by $2,670--an unfavorable variance.  The 
main reason for this unfavorable variance was fuel 
expenses due to the cold winter. 

Marshall Blume 

Treasurer 

Operating Actual Budget Variance  

Income   73,207  67,638  5,569  Favorable 

           

Expense   76,295  73,625  2,670  Unfavorable 

           

Net Operating Income (3,088) (5,988) 2,899  Favorable 

           

PASTORAL CARE 

If you need help, or know someone who does, to fix a 
meal, to pick up a prescription, to get to a doctor’s ap-
pointment, to grocery shop or to perform a minor 
chore, we can give you that help.  We can also regular-
ly check in on persons to make sure that all is well, or 
just visit with those who can’t get out but want to chat 
with someone. 

 

We are the Pastoral Care committee, and we believe 
that doing these things make our lives richer and more 
meaningful. We are anxious to help.   If you need any 
of these do not hesitate to call Ted Lutkus, committee 
chair, at   410 822 7943, Pat Martin, Vestry Shepherd, 
at 410 226 7943, or the church office at 410 226 5134. 

Ted Lutkus & Pat Martin 

Pastoral Care Committee 
Vestry Shepherd 

 
 

HABITAT WOMEN’S BUILD 
 

Wednesday, May 6th—Easton 
Friday, May 8th—Cambridge 

Saturday, May 9th—Cambridge 
 

Let the Habitat office know of your interest @ in-
fo@habitatchoptank.org or 

410.476.3204 
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LANDSCAPE RESTORATION  
& PEDESTRIAN SAFETY: 

THE SOUTH WALL AREA  
 
 

At its April meeting, the Vestry approved a collaborative 
Parish Landscaping and Parish Safety project to remedy a 
significant landscape problem on the south wall of the 
Church and, at the same time, to address problems of pe-
destrian safety in this area. The very large junipers on the 
south side of the church are 
at the end of their useful life 
and can no longer be pruned 
without leaving large brown 
and bare areas. The same 
junipers obstruct critical 
lines of vision between driv-
ers and pedestrians in the 
high-use area of driveway 
between the Church and 
Parish Hall, thereby creating 
a significant safety hazard. 
Also, when cars are parked 
on the south side of the 
drive between the Church 
and the Parish Hall, the juni-
pers prevent a pedestrian 
walking in the driveway, 
which is common, from es-
caping traffic to the north 
side of the drive creating yet 
another safety hazard. Final-
ly the junipers obscure beauty of the Church’s southern 
stained glass windows and stonework. 

To address these problems, the junipers will be removed 
and in their place six medium-sized and more controllable 
yews will be planted to obscure the view of the church’s oil 
furnace tank, which is on the south wall of the church (see 
drawing by Kathy Gilson).  Before the yews are planted, a 
small and tasteful wooden fence will be constructed to pro-
vide an additional visual buffer for the tank as well as dedi-
cated workspace for the maintenance of the tank and the 
church fire/security system conduit, which enters the 
church crawl space near the tank. Currently, the exit pipe 
for the Church’s two sump pumps comes through the 
bottom of the frame of one of the south-wall stained glass 
windows. The removal of the junipers will reveal this un-
sightly white PVC pipe, which detracts from the beauty of 
the stained glass window and threatens the structural in-

tegrity of the window frame. Hence, the pipe will be relo-
cated to run through the crawl space and then exit 
through a vent at the base of the church foundation and 
into an existing underground drainage line. The window 
frame will then be restored. It is notable that the current 
placement of the sump pump exit pipe creates very audi-
ble and distracting noises in the church when the pipe is 
in use, which can be heard by the organist and choir, the 
priest, and much of the congregation. The relocation of 
the pipe and the use of sound-proofing insulation should 
mitigate this problem.  Prior to beginning work, we will 

seek input from the Town of Oxford concerning fence 
design.  

As work progresses, the appearance of the south wall of 
the church will be negatively affected for a period of 
time. We ask your understanding and expect that final 
results will enhance the beauty and safety of our church 
home. Please feel free to contact any of us concerning 
the project.   

Bob Kelly 

Junior Warden   

Kathy Gilson 

Coordinator of Parish Landscaping 

Jim Bredar,  

Vestry Member 
Parish Safety 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
THANKSGIVINGS 

 
Thank you for your generosity!  Our Lenten Change for 
Change program raised $270 in just coins!  Combined 
with the paper money we collected a total of $524.  
Once again Clint and Mary Clubb are giving an additional 
$90 for a mate for our goat so that their offspring can be 
shared in the village.  That brings our total to an incredi-
ble $614!  Thank you.  As of press time, the children had 
not yet had their meeting to decide how to allocate the 
money to the various charities.  We know there will be a 
goat, probably three little pigs, and more.   Check the 
June issue of the Lifeline to read the final decisions.  And 
once again, we thank you.  

Speaking of thank you, each Sunday morning the chil-
dren go around and thank God for something.  During 
April, under the guidance of artist Ritze Miller and her 
number one apprentice Cathy Schmidt, the children 
have been illustrating their thank you prayers.  You can 
see their work on the Sunday School bulletin board in 
the Parish Hall.   

The children love the art projects and they have also 
enjoyed building with the plastic building bricks to recre-
ate Bible stories – or create their own stories.  This was 
a successful new program.  When Mike Menzies passed 
on, Midge and Mike Menzies wanted donations made to 
the church in his honor to be used for the Sunday 
School.  Mike must be smiling down from heaven as he 
sees those children building away.  The children even 
built The Last Supper from a plastic brick kit.  Thank you, 
Midge, for yours and Mike’s love of children and the 
Sunday School.   

April 26 was our last Sunday School class for this school 
year.  Thank you to our incredible teachers - Cathy 
Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott, Ritze Miller, and Barbara 
Cross - whose creativity, sense of humor, and joy of Je-
sus and children made this such a special year.  We also 
thank our wonderful Sunday School children whose 
questions make us better teachers.  This is a very 
thoughtful, caring group of children.  We thank the par-
ents for bringing up such amazing children and for bring-
ing them to Sunday School.  Blessings to you all! 

 

- Barbara Cross 

EASTER CARDS! 
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Alcohol/Drug Policy 
 

Concerning Alcoholic Beverages in the Local Parish 
The Episcopal Church has never endorsed prohibiting the use of beverages containing alcohol among adult members. 
Scripture offers Jesus' example of the use and serving of wine in his first miracle at Cana and in the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist.  This Church also supports and has a responsibility to those people who abstain from the use of alco-
holic beverages for whatever reason. Many churches do not serve alcoholic beverages at social functions, but for those 
which do, the following guidelines are suggested: 
 
 All applicable federal, state and local laws should be obeyed, including those governing the serving of alcoholic 

beverages to persons not of legal age to consume alcohol. Service of alcohol must be monitored and those show-
ing signs of intoxication must not be served. Whenever alcohol is served, the rector, vicar, or priest-in-charge must 
appoint an adult to oversee its serving. That adult must not drink alcoholic beverages during the time of his or her 
execution of his or her responsibilities. Anyone involved in serving alcohol should complete TIPS training wherever 
it is required or available. 

 Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages must be clearly labeled as such. Whenever alcohol is served, non-alcoholic 
alternatives must always be offered with equal attractiveness and accessibility. Suitable drinks include ice tea/
coffee, lemonade, and flavored waters. 

 The serving of alcoholic beverages at church events should not be publicized as an attraction of the event, (e.g., 
"cocktail party", "beer and wine"). 

 Food must be served when alcohol is present and the serving of alcoholic beverages should conclude well before 
guests are scheduled to leave. 

 The group or organization sponsoring the activity or event at which alcoholic beverages are served must have per-
mission from the Vestry. Such groups or organizations must also assume responsibility for those persons who 
might become intoxicated and must provide alternative transportation for anyone whose capacity to drive may be 
impaired. 

 Recognizing the effect of alcohol as a mood-altering drug, it would be advisable 
 to consider the nature of the function at which alcoholic beverages are to be served. A caution: If participants at a 

church event are paying separately for alcoholic drinks or if the event is publicized to the general public, or if alco-
hol is not accompanied by a meal, special liability insurance coverage beyond the usual policies of the church will 
most likely be required. Consult with your insurance carrier well in advance of announcing such an event. 

 The use of other mood altering substances is forbidden at any function. 
 
 
This policy was adopted by the Vestry of the Church of the Holy Trinity April 2015  

DRUG/ALCOHOL POLICY 

At its March meeting, your Vestry passed a resolution to adopt the new Diocesan Alcohol/Drug Policy as the official 
policy of this parish.   This policy is one of several steps being taken in the Diocese of Easton to address the problem 
of alcohol and drug addiction.  Addiction is a physical and spiritual disease that damages the relationship between 
the addicted person and their family, friends and God as well as their relationship with themselves.  This policy in not 
intended as a simple set of don’s and don’ts but as a means to help our church be a place of welcome, compassion 
and sensitivity to all, extending Christ’s love to those who suffer from this illness.  We are not a temperance society, 
but we must exercise sensitivity and restraint in the serving of alcoholic beverages in our churches, thereby encour-
aging health and wellbeing for all.  A copy of this policy follows.  If you have any questions about it, please talk to Fr. 
Kevin. 



COLUMBARIUM CONSTRUCTION 
COMPLETED 

 

Have you peeked into the Columbarium recently and seen any change?   Don’t be surprised if it doesn’t jump out at you  --
-- the new walls look as though they have been there forever.   Thanks to the wonderful work of Brad Duncan Masonry 
and crew, our Columbarium expansion has added 61 more niches.   George Passano and George Curlin helped oversee the 
project, which completes any further building that we would be able to do on the river side.   There is still landscaping and 
planting that needs to be done, and maintenance is an on going effort.  The Rules and Regulations have been revised and 
the Columbarium Stewardship Committee is working to update the files and contact information for all niche holders.   We 
are having difficulty located any current information for the following: 

Richard Brenholtz 
Katherine C. McCormick 

Macvicar Snow 

 

If you have contact numbers or any information about these niche holders, please contact Berry Passano at 410-226-5545.  If 
you would like any information about the Columbarium or would like to contribute to this beautiful and peaceful resting 
place, please contact the office or Beverly Rohman at 410-763-7095.  Holy Trinity is one of a few churches in the Diocese 
that has a Columbarium.  What a treasure we have in this holy ground on the Tred Avon  
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BUILDING & GROUNDS THANK YOU! 
 Having returned from Florida, Geoff Holmes is back to fixing chairs and re-gluing tables, and generally caring for the 

many needs of our buildings and furnishings, all of which saves precious parish funds. Thank you Geoff! 
 The rigging system for the parish banners that hang between two oaks on the front lawn needed significant repairs 

and replacement. Ray Munsch gave both of the blocks in his ship’s chandlery and his rigging skills, and we now have 
a Bristol-condition banner rigging. Thank you Ray! Thanks also to Daryl Frye of Campbell’s Jack’s Point who contrib-
uted some fine brass horn cleats to the cause. 

 The electrical control system for the Church furnace failed several times during the winter and required significant 
work. Remember Sunday services being moved to the Parish Hall on a very cold February morning!  Bob Kelly is not 
an electrician, but Larry Paz is, and Larry was good enough to give of his time to help Bob monitor the repair work. 
Thank you Larry! 

Bob Kelly 

Junior Warden 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

HAT SUNDAY 

Sunday, June 7th, 9:30 am 
 
 

Be sure to find that favorite 
hat to wear on Sunday, June 
7th. If you do not have a hat, 
then come early 
that Sunday and our millinery 
experts, Deborah Barbour 
and Susan Delean-Botkin, will 
help you find one from their 
collections. Several years ago 
a few parishioners wanted to 
show our cousins across the 
pond that we could be as 
stylishly dressed as they did 
for Kate and William's 
marriage.  Thus a festive 
summer tradition was born.   


