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ENTERTAINING ANGELS
“Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden
the hearts of those who travel the way with us. So be
quick to love and make haste to be kind. May you be
blessed by God the father who created you, Jesus his son
who loves you, and the Holy Spirit who travels with you this
day and always.” This is the benediction that I offer each
week as we prepare to leave our worship service and go
forth to serve the world. I first heard something like it as
part of the benediction offered at a funeral. It had an
immediate, visceral impact on me. Paraphrasing the
words of the disciples on the
road to Emmaus, “it warmed
my heart.”
Just as we begin our services
welcoming all to our
community, I find it fitting to
conclude our services with
these thoughts in mind. In
business, we often developed
so called “elevator speeches.”
An elevator speech is a
succinct summation of a
business objective. Every
overarching business’s
mission statement is drafted
in such a format. The intent
of having such brief sound
bites is to keep employees
focused on achieving the
mission of the business in all
they say and do. It also works to help the customer
identify with the focus of the business and shape their
expectations.
In my mind, the quote “Life is short…” is a good elevator
speech of our mission as followers of Jesus. Christ’s
mission is to love the world into God’s kingdom each day.
We, his disciples are charged with carrying out this mission
in all that we say and do. In the words of Desmond Tutu
“Incredibly, this all-powerful God says, ‘I need you to help
me to make it a more compassionate and gentle world
and without you I cannot do it.”

One is hard pressed to dispute that our mission is bold and
the bar is set very high. Yet this is what God calls us to do
“to love our neighbor as ourselves.” In the epistle to
Hebrews we receive this instruction in another manner
“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1-2 Next
time someone asks you what Christianity is all about, try
responding with “Life is short…” and offer the hospitality
that an angel would deserve. You may warm the heart;
and may change the hearts of many.
- Father Kevin

SABBATICAL NOTES
As you read in the recent letter from our Sr.
Warden, Gordon Fronk, I will be taking a one
month Sabbatical from May 18 – June 17.
While the norm is to take 3 – 6 months, I could
not imagine taking such a long leave. I enjoy
too much my time with you and working
together to further Christ’s mission to transform
this world into a place reflecting God’s beauty
and peace. So, I have decided to take one
month this year and then take other time in
future years. My goal is to become refreshed
but also learn something(s) that has the
potential to enhance our community going
forward.
An additional rationale for the church’s
encouragement of a clergy Sabbatical is to
create an opportunity for the community to further develop
its leadership and community building capabilities. During
this period, the community can discover the gifts with
which God has endowed its members. To quote Paul,
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 1 Corinthians
12:4-7

During this time, you will have the wise, capable leadership
(Continued on page 2)
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CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION

Sabbatical Continued

of your Vestry and the shepherding of The Rt. Rev. Henry
Parsley and his wife, Becky. I know the Parsleys are
looking forward to being with you. I am confident that
you will charm them with your generous Oxford southern
hospitality. I look forward to being with you again on June
18 and begin to share what we all have learned about
ourselves and the capabilities and joys of this blessed
community.



Thank you to our Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Ushers,
Lectors, Acolytes, Chairmen, Choir and Cora for
making our Easter services wonderful experiences of
praise and thanks to our God.



Thank you to Susan Williams and Cynthia Pyron and
Sophie and Stacy Bredar for their inspiring portrayals
of the two Mary’s at the beginning of our Easter
services.



Thank you to Beverly Rohman, the ECW and all the
terrific volunteers who made our Oxford Day Plant sale
such a fun and successful event.

VESTRY NOMINATIONS



Thank you to our Jr. Warden Rich Wagner for his
innovative work developing a comprehensive history
of our Buildings and Grounds projects and using this
information to develop a plan for future maintenance
needs and projects.



Thank you to Chris Morgan of Robin’s Nest for taking
such good care of our grounds. They are beautiful
and give us glimpses of God’s kingdom in creation.



Thank you to Cheryl Hughes and Her Delmarva
Dustbuster family crew for keeping the interior of our
building so sparkling clean.



Congratulations to Grace, Kelsey and Grant Meyerle
on the occasion of receiving their first communion on
Easter day.

The Vestry is comprised of nine Parishioners, each of
whom is elected for a term of three years. The terms are
staggered, so that each year, three members’ terms
expire and three new persons are elected. The
Nominating Committee is comprised of the Senior
Warden and the retiring Vestry members, who, this year,
are Pat Martin, Rich Wagner and Sarah Wangsness,
together with one former Vestry member, who, will be
appointed. The Vestry meets once per month, presently
at 10:00 A.M. on the third Friday of each month. In
addition to the monthly meeting, each Vestry member is
expected to assume responsibility as a shepherd of a
standing committee, program or mission of our Parish.



Congratulations to our Sunday School youth for
raising a record amount of funds through their Lenten
Change for Change program. The needy of this world
have been blessed by your generosity.



Thank you to Barbara Cross, Pucky Lippincott, Ritze
Miller, Cathy Schultze and Linda Wilson for your loving
work helping our Sunday School youth grow in faith
and joy. Congratulations on another blessed,
successful season.



Thank you to the Oxford Garden Club for the very
lovely flower arrangements delivered to our lunch
bunch friends.
- Fr. Kevin

Blessings,
Fr. Kevin

If you would like to learn more about the role of the
Vestry or feel called to serve in such capacity, please
contact Fr. Kevin, Pat, Rich, Sarah, or me. The
Nominating Committee will identify those persons who
have shown interest and involvement in the life of our
Parish, from whom it shall submit three nominees to the
Vestry at its July 21 meeting.

From my experience, I can attest that the role of serving
as a member of the Vestry is very rewarding and not only
expands understanding of the organization of our
church, but also gives opportunities to interact with
many Parishioners you may not otherwise have come to
know. I urge you to give this opportunity prayerful
consideration and contact one of us to ask questions
and/or express your interest in serving.
- Gordon D. Fronk
Senior Warden
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Mission & Outreach

REFUGEE RELIEF UPDATE
On Sunday, April 30th, Aida Tressell met with a group of
parishioners to update us on her recent trips to Greece
and future plans. She had some very good news to
share. The donations from the church and you, as
individuals, has had a tremendous impact on the
refugee center, Zaatar. Your funding helped enable
this group to fully develop the refugee assistance
program Aida and others have worked so hard to set up
in Athens. The really good news is this has resulted in
their organization being adopted and fully funded by a
British NGO. Without your support, this may not have
been achieved.
Not one to sit back
and rest, Aida has
moved on to form a
new organization
which is being set up
as a Canadian
based NGO. The
Kitab World
Classroom is
providing the
means, materials and mentorship to help refugee youth
ages 16 – 21 achieve the language certification
required by Greece. This will enable these young
refugees to be eligible for employment. Additionally,
they are being supported to pursue studies in their field
of interest. This program will leverage online learning
available from universities around the world, and
college programs in Athens. Each student is matched
with a mentor in their field. Kitab is an international
non-profit organization dedicated to working with
refugee teens and young adults residing in Greece. Our
focus is on job readiness skills and continuing
education, working with mentors from around the
world. In Aida’s words: Blessed today to be able to
give a presentation to some amazing people at Holy
Trinity Church in Oxford MD. They have given me
strength to keep doing my work and so great in their
support of my past projects and my new one KITAB. A
huge THANK YOU to Father Kevin Cross and his parish
of angels who continue to care and make a difference
in the world! Thank you all for your generosity. You
have extended the mission of Christ to the disposed in
the world and given them hope and a bright future. If
you would like more information or are interested in
supporting Kitab, please speak to Fr. Kevin.

CAMP WRIGHT
CABIN CONSTRUCTION
You, the parishioners of Holy Trinity, generously donated
the funds for a much-needed new cabin at Camp Wright.
Julia Zahn, Director of Camp Wright, has reported that the
professional carpenter has completed the shells for two
cabins, which are ready for our volunteers to complete as
soon as possible. The first step is to construct the access
porch for each cabin. The plans and materials are ready
for us to proceed. In addition, we will need volunteers
with all kinds of skills with tools, paint brushes, brooms or
even unskilled with a heart to help! Once the porches are
finished, the work will move on to screening, the design
and painting of floor murals and sprucing them up for the
kids to move in.
If You have any carpenter skills and would like to
participate in this very worthwhile mission, please reply to
this email or call Otts Schnellenberger, at 443-385-0464,
or schnell@goeaston.net. Time is of the essence, so
please reply promptly.
Thanks for your interest and support.
If I had a hammer,
Gordon

CELEBRATE OXFORD
On Monday, June 19 at 5 pm, we will hold our second
annual Celebrate Oxford event by hosting a barbecue to
thank all the folks who make our community so clean,
safe, and secure, which sets us free to celebrate all year
round. We have invited all the Oxford employees: the
Oxford Fire Company and the Auxiliary, our police, the
town maintenance department, our trash collectors, lawn
care workers, cleaning crew, guest musicians, and our
Town Clerk and Secretary, as well as the Commissioners.
This will make for a great parish summer social on the
back lawn of the rectory
enjoying the beauty of our
grounds and marvelous
community.
Please sign up in Parish
Hall. Our guests will attend
for free, so we are asking
out parishioners for a
donation of $10 to cover all
the costs. Let’s have a huge
Celebration!
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CHANGE 4 CHANGE
Sunday School thanks you!
THANK YOU from all the Sunday School children and
teachers! You are an amazingly generous and supportive
congregation.
During our Lenten
Change for Change
project, you donated
$762.06 in change
and bills, the largest
amount ever! In
addition to that, we
received a check for
$90 to purchase an
additional goat, a
check for $265 to
purchase a water
pump, and Sunday
School children Josh
and Will Schmidt
donated seven
dollars, one dollar
for every tomato
cage they sold at the
plant sale. Then,
when the children announced that they needed $36 to
make up the difference to purchase an additional donkey
so they can be bred, you generously donated a total of
$230!!!!! All that comes to $1354.06!!! Thank you!!!!!
The children were very thoughtful in their discussion of
how the money should be spent. They looked through the
catalogues and knew they had many choices and
interesting discussions followed. They thought it was
important that a male and female goat and donkey be
sent to the same village so they can breed them and pass
on the offspring. There was also a discussion about the
importance of education. The need for medicine and
kerosene stoves was discussed. Thank you to the
parents for raising such thoughtful, caring children.
Here are the results of where the children decided the
money should be spent:





health clinic,
medical package, and
a share in a garden.

From Food for the Poor, we will send
 male and female donkey and goat to the same village,
 100 pounds of rice and beans,
 the water pump,
 a soccer ball,
 five kerosene stoves,
 five fruit trees,
 medicines and medical supplies,
 school supplies,
 twenty chicks, and
 three pigs.
Again, we thank you for making this possible. We will
report to you in the Fall!
- Barbara Cross

Grace, Grant, and
Kelsey Meyerle
received first
communion on Easter
Sunday

COFFEE HOSTS

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Nancy
We set aside one hundred dollars for local needs. That is Richards, Susan Wheeler, Kathy Gibson, Debbie Hayes,
Connie Greenhawk, Wendy Grubbs, Louise Thorndike, and
being divided between the
Sharon and Larry Paz for hosting coffee hours in
 Neighborhood Service Center,
March. We need hosts for May and June 2017, so please
 Talbot Interfaith Shelter,
consider helping.
 Scotts Methodist Church in Trappe, and the
 St. Vincent de Paul Society.
The sign-up sheet is in the River Room or Parish Hall.
From Episcopal Relief Development, the children chose
Please contact
 preschool,
Kathy Becker (410-476-3502 or 410-463-1030)
 mosquito nets,
for information about how you can help.
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THIRD SUNDAY SERIES

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The first offering of the new “Third Sunday Forum”
started in April with the first of three sessions on Faith
and Science led by our beloved physicist Rich Wagner. It
was very well attended and generated good discussions.
The second and third offerings of this series have been
scheduled on Sundays May 21 and June 18 at 9:15 am.
Religion and science offer different ways of looking at the
world. Some believe they are inherently at odds; others
believe they offer complementary views. All are welcome.
Knowledge of science is not required.

Women’s Bible Study is starting a new study on 1
Corinthians on May 8th and end in June. . The study will
not meet the Monday of Memorial weekend (May 29).
If you have questions,
please contact Mary Ann Hensinger
(410-463-0405)

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY
We will meet on the first and third Wednesday of the
month, May 3 and May 17 from 9:00 am – 10:30 am.
For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net

MILESTONES
Topics for future forum will be chosen to be of interest to
our parish life and spiritual development. Sometimes we
will have an outside speaker; sometimes an informal
discussion will be led by a parishioner. We hope you will
participate. If you have suggestions for speakers or
topics please contact Fr. Kevin.

ECW SPRING MEETING

Passed On
Eliane Cadilhac Murray
Beth Schucker
Robbie Cameron
First Communion
Grace Meyerle
Grant Meyerle
Kelsey Meyerle

CAMP AGAPE BOOK DRIVE

One of the programs the Mission group supports is the
Agape Ministries program. This is a program for children
of incarcerated parents and is run by our Diocese of
Easton. There are various programs held throughout the
year for the children to get together and receive some
special time and attention. One program that we have
been working with is Camp Agape, which is now held at
the Diocese’s Camp Wright. This week is set aside for
our Agape campers, and one of the things they do is provide a library for the children to have a “book nook,”
where they can quietly look at a book. At the end of
Please contact us with your suggestions: camp, the children take home the books so that they
Sara Wangsness – (410) 226-5017 have a library at home.
Sharon Paz – (401) 690-4472
Beverly Rohman (410) 763-7095 We need you to help make this happen. We need donaSally Fronk – (410) 226-1044 tions of gently used and new books for all ages. The
campers are ages 7-17, but they love to bring home
books to their younger siblings so books for all ages are
appreciated. Books are also distributed during the year
at all events.

The ECW Spring Meeting will be Monday, May 15th at
10:30 in the Parish Hall. At the meeting, we will be
deciding how to disperse the funds earned at the
Christmas Bazaar and Oxford Day Plant Sale. We will
have some suggestions and will provide a list of missions
that we have helped in the past. We welcome new ideas
from all our parishioners. If you would be so kind as to
share these ideas with us prior to the meeting it will be
appreciated.

MEN’S INQUIRING
BELIEVERS

The Men’s Inquiring Believers group have their last
meeting, Monday, May 15th and will return in the fall.

We are doing a book drive and will have our bin out to
collect the books. The last day for collecting the books is
Sunday June 4. Thank you for your continued support of
this important ministry.
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MUSIC in MAY
May 7TH at 9:30 am Service
Ashley Watkins, Flute with George Wadelton, Recorder
Gail Aveson, Soprano & the Holy Trinity Choir
May 14th at 8:00 am
Holy Trinity Choir
at 10:30 am
Melissa Wise Slacum & Addie Eckhart, Duets
May 21st at 8:00 am
Carey Miller, Cello
May 28th at 10:30 am
Ladies Trio
Melissa Wise Slacum, Gail Aveson & Justine Cooney

UPCOMING MAY CONCERTS
May 13th Tidewater Singers 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary
Holy Trinity is pleased to host The Tidewater Singers for
one of their spring concerts. The concert is open to the
public. No tickets will be sold, rather, a freewill donation
will be taken. Come and hear this popular vocal
ensemble as they share songs from Madrigals to
Broadway!

May 28th Cappelletti-Chao Duo 4 p.m. Sanctuary
Eva Cappelletti and Phil Chao are returning to Oxford
Memorial Day weekend. They are looking forward to
sharing marvelous violin and viola duo music with us!
We are very excited to have our friends return before they
head to the Grand Teton Music Festival and summer
teaching positions. This year Eva and Phil have been
incredibly busy performing nationally and internationally
with numerous orchestras, chamber music ensembles,
collegiate and private teaching, and parenting two fun
children! Please plan to attend this wonderful concert
Sunday of Memorial Day weekend.

ELISABETH VON TRAPP
IN CONCERT
Sunday, May 7 at 7:00 pm
We are very pleased to welcome back Elisabeth Von
Trapp, granddaughter of the legendary Maria and Baron
von Trapp for whom “the sounds of music“ are part of her
earliest memories. Elisabeth’s voice has been heard from
the subway platforms of New
York City and small folk
clubs and concert halls to the
White House, National
Cathedral and the Kennedy
Center. She has released
ﬁve self-produced albums
including an album of
Episcopal hymnody, and her
music has been featured on
BBC-Radio, Japanese
National Radio and CNN
Spanish Radio. She has
appeared on CBS’s Eye on
People, ABC’s Good Morning
America and BBC-TV. Describing her unique musical
approach, The Chicago Tribune says that “Elisabeth von
Trapp sings with an astonishing clarity about
disappointment, the power of love and coming of age...”
Elisabeth packed the house at her last Holy Trinity
performance and left the audience breathless in awe and
delight. Please join us for a lovely Spring concert.
Free will donation accepted at the door.

Fr. Kevin blessings the fleet before the rain.

OXFORD DAY PLANT SALE
Cloudy Skies …but Sunny Spirits helped to
make our ECW Plant Sale a Success!
A huge THANK YOU to volunteers and shoppers and all
who helped us to add more funds to support local missions and organizations. Our earnings may be down from
last year --- making about $3900 ---but the number of
Holy Trinity Helpers was up. In spite of the weather….it
was a great day! Yeah Team!
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HAT SUNDAY—JUNE 4TH
PLANT
SALE
2017

EASTER SUNDAY

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
Cappelletti/Chao Duo

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

Sunday, May 28th
4:00 pm
The Church of the Holy Trinity
502 S Morris St • Oxford, Maryland
(410) 226-5134 •office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org

May 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study
6:00 pm—Men’s
Inquiring Believers

2
11:00 am—Believe Bible
Study

3
8:00 am—Morning Prayer
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
9:00 am—WOJ
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

4
1:00 pm—Canasta
1:00 pm—Office Angels

5
OFFICE CLOSED

6
9:00 am- Altar & Flower
Guilds
9:30 am—Choir
1:00 pm—Recitals

7
9:30 am—Combined
Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm—Elisabeth von
Trapp Concert

8
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study
6:00 pm—Men’s
Inquiring Believers
6:30 pm—Tidewater
Singers Practice

9
11:00 am—Believe Bible
Study

10
8:00 am—Morning Prayer
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
11:00 am—Parkview
3:00 pm—Daughters of the
King Tea

11
11:00 am—Bayleigh
Chase
1:00 pm—Canasta
1:00 pm—Office Angels

12
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 am—Vestry
3:30 pm Wedding
Rehearsal

13
9:00 am- Altar & Flower
9:00—Habitat Build
9:30 am—Choir
4:30 pm—Wedding
7:30 pm—Tidewater
Singers Concert

14
8:00 am—Holy Eucharist
Service
10:30 am—Family Holy
Eucharist

15
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study
10:30 am—ECW Mtg
6:00 pm—Men’s
Inquiring Believers

16
BP PARSLEY ARRIVES

17

18
1:00 pm—Canasta
1:00 pm—Office Angels

19
OFFICE CLOSED

20
9:00 am- Altar & Flower
Guilds
9:30 am—Choir

21
8:00 am—Holy Eucharist
Service
9:15 am—Sunday Forum
10:30 am—Family Holy
Eucharist Service

22
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study

23

24
8:00 am—Morning Prayer
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

25
1:00 pm—Canasta
1:00 pm—Office Angels

26
OFFICE CLOSED

27
9:00 am- Altar & Flower
Guilds

28
8:00 am—Healing
Eucharist Service
9:15 am—Mission Team
10:30 am—Family
Healing Eucharist
4:00 pm—Chao Concert

29
OFFICE CLOSED

30

31
8:00 am—Morning Prayer
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

11:00 am—Believe Bible
Study

8:00 am—Morning Prayer
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
9:00 am—WOJ
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

Fri

Fr. Kevin-Sabbatical
WOJ– Women on a
Journey

Sat

June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1
1:00 pm—Canasta
1:00 pm—Office Angels

Fri
2
OFFICE CLOSED
5:00 pm—HOSPICE
ROCK THE BLOCK
PARTY

4
PENTECOST
9:30 am—Holy Eucharist
HAT SUNDAY &
CARE PACK COLLECTION
2:00 pm—Gail Aveson
Studio Recital

5
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study

11 TRINITY SUNDAY
8:00 am—Holy Eucharist
Service
10:30 am—Family Holy
Eucharist

12
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study

18
FATHER’S DAY
8:00 am—Holy Eucharist
Service
9:15 am—Sunday Forum
10:30 am—Family Holy
Eucharist
25
8:00 am—Healing Eucharist
Service
9:15 am—Mission Team
10:30 am—Family Healing
Eucharist

6

Sat
3 9:00 am—Altar &
Flower Guilds
11:00 am—Aveson
Recital
5:30 pm—Garden Club
Event

7
8
8:30 am—Morning Prayer 1:00 pm—Canasta
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:00 pm—Office Angels
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

9
OFFICE CLOSED

13
10:00 am—ECW
Workshop

14
15
8:30 am—Morning Prayer 1:00 pm—Canasta
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:00 pm—Office Angels
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy
4:00 pm—Daughters of
the King

16
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 am—Vestry

17
9:00 am—Altar & Flower
Guilds

19
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study
5:00 pm—CELEBRATE
OXFORD BBQ

20

21
22
8:30 am—Morning Prayer 1:00 pm—Canasta
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:00 pm—Office Angels
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

23
OFFICE CLOSED

24
9:00 am—Altar & Flower
Guilds

26
9:30 am—Women’s
Bible Study

27

28
29
8:30 am—Morning Prayer 1:00 pm—Canasta
9:00 am—Lunch Bunch
1:00 pm—Office Angels
1:30 pm—Free & Eazy

30
OFFICE CLOSED

4:00 pm—Museum
Party

10
9:00 am—Altar & Flower
Guilds
9:00 am—Habitat Build

