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LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
 

Preparing for this Lenten season I found myself meditating on 
the lives of two saints of the twentieth century:  Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, known for his passion for truth and commitment to 
justice in the face of the evil of Nazism; and Oscar Romero, 
Archbishop of San Salvador, in El Salvador, who was assassi-
nated on March 24, 1980, while celebrating Mass in a small 
chapel in a cancer hospital where he lived.  Both of these 
modern day saints were martyrs of Church.  In light of their 
fates, lives such as theirs are remembered as being heroic 
and larger than life.  Yet if one studies their lives we find that 
each of them lived simple, faith-filled lives dedicated daily to 
following Jesus’ Commandments “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40   It is in 
the simplicity of their lives that we may find inspiration for 
our life journeys.  We need not feel small by comparison.  We 
need not set our sights on the lofty heights they achieved in 
their short lives.  We need only to live our lives by the basic 
principles that guided their lives.  I would like to offer you two 
reflections of these saints for mediation during your Lenten 
journey this year.   

Bonhoeffer wrote about living a life in Christ: “We understand 
Christ only if we commit ourselves to him in a stark ‘Either-
Or’.”  He did not go to the cross to ornament and embellish 
our life.  If we wish to have him, then he demands the right to 
say something decisive about our entire life.  We do not un-
derstand him if we arrange for him only a small compartment 
in our spiritual life.  Rather we understand our spiritual life 
only if we then orientate it to him alone or give him a flat 
“no.”  However, there are persons who would not even both-
er to take Christ seriously in the demand he makes on us by 
his question:  will you follow me wholeheartedly or not at 
all?... 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer followed Christ wholeheartedly.  It is in 
Christ that he found his life’s purpose.  It is in Christ he found 
the courage to stand up against the growing threat of Nazism 
in his native Germany.  He did not set out to be a hero or live 
large on the world stage but his deeply held faith gave him no 

option to act otherwise. 

Oscar Romero also followed Christ wholeheartedly.  He did 
not live the lofty life available to a bishop but rather a life 
close to his people.  He preached a prophetic gospel and de-
nounced the injustice in his country.  He became the voice of 
the Salvadoran people when all other channels of expression 
had been crushed by the repression.  He faced seemingly in-
surmountable odds on a daily basis.  One might think he 
would have become weary living a life of Christ so counter to 
the world around him.  Instead like Bonhoeffer he found life 
in serving people according to Jesus’ commandments.  Bishop 
Ken Unterer an admirer of Romero composed a prayer and 
included it in a reflection titled "The mystery of the Romero 
Prayer." The mystery is that the words of the prayer are 
attributed to Oscar Romero, but they were never spoken by 
him.   

A Future Not Our Own 

It helps now and then to step back and take a long view. 
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 

it is beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction 

of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of 

saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession 
brings perfection, no pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 
No set of goals and objectives include everything. 

This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one 
day will grow. We water the seeds already planted 

knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of 
liberation in realizing this. 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, 

a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's 

(Continued on page 3) 
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CHEERS  
and  

APPRECIATION 
 
 
 The Men’s Group, their good shepherd Connie Green-

hawk, and everyone else who hosted, cooked, served, set 
up and cleaned up for our wonderful Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper.   

 

 John Pepe for shoveling out the entrances to the church 
and Parish Hall after the February 16 snow storm. 

 Bill Dial and Anna Snow for ushering at the ASE concert. 

 Margaret Munsch and her wonderful team, who are too 
numerous to list, for hosting a delicious and well appreciat-
ed dinner for the ASE choir. 

 George Curlin and Bob Kelly  for setting up the hall and 
church for numerous events the past few months 

 Sunday School children for their wonderful angels to be 
given to our parish family who are in the hospital. 

 Sarah Ramsey for faithfully chairing and organizing our 
coffee hours hosts for this last year. 

With gratitude and appreciation — 

 

  

A SAFETY MOMENT: 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER LOCATIONS IN THE 

CHURCH & PARISH HALL 
 

Holy Trinity has fifteen fire extinguishers that are inspect-
ed and serviced annually. Ten of the fifteen extinguishers 
are located in the Church Building and the Parish Hall. For 
your information and safety, we have listed the locations 
of these extinguishers. The extinguishers are accessed ei-
ther by unbuckling a strap across the middle of the canis-
ter or by simple lifting it off of a wall hook.    

 

Church Building 
1. Side door entryway 
2. West side of main double-door entryway 
3. Basement near furnace 
4. South wall of sanctuary 
5. Sacristy entry way from  sanctuary  
 

Parish Hall 
1. Rector’s office near fireplace 
2. River Room entryway to kitchen 
3. Kitchen entryway from River Room on left as 

one enters. 
4. Just inside main hall entryway from kitchen 

(south side) 
5. Right side of stage near stairway to stage. 
6. Left side of stage near stairway to stage  

 

Bob Kelly 

Jr. Warden 

Jim Bredar 

Building & Grounds Committee, Safety Matters  

PASTORAL CARE 

Do you or someone you know need help; an errand run, a 

ride to an appointment, a meal cooked, a visit or have an 

odd job with which you need help? We have a group that 

wants to help! You may confidentially call Ted Lutkus, 410-

822-7943 or Pat Martin , Vestry Shepherd , 410.226.5306. 
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BLESSED TO SERVE AS 
SENIOR WARDEN! 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

At long last, Mother Nature has graced our village with a 
beautiful, sparkling white abundant snow, so now we can 
head for spring.  One thing for sure, the chilly gray days of 
January and frigid and snowy days of February have not 
quelled the spirit and warmth that fills the Sanctuary, Par-
ish Hall and Rectory of Holy Trinity.  Our cup runneth 
over. 
 

We finished 2014 with increases in communicant mem-
bers and average attendance per Sunday.  Your faithful 
financial support resulted in our receiving approximately 
$45,000 more in revenues than was needed to meet an-
nual expenses.  Of the surplus, $10,000 has been desig-
nated to be spent on missions and $35,000 has been allo-
cated to the Major Capital Reserve Fund.  What’s more, 
your pledges for 2015 give us confidence that our budget 
will be met with a little to spare for the unforeseen. 
 

When asked by the Diocese to share our “gifts” and 
“needs,” we were pleased to reply that we are (1) a very 
healthy caring and growing community, (2) financially 
strong and (3) a welcoming church family.  Though we are 
blessed with gifts, we feel the need to (a) attract young 
families and children, despite the daunting demographics, 
(b) encourage all parishioners to move from the pews 
into hands-on service in our community and beyond and 
(c) assure that our rector, Father Kevin, does not burn 
out.  Your vestry is focused on preserving the gifts and 
will do its best to address needs in the months ahead.  
But it is a collective effort from all of us, so don’t miss an 
opportunity to ask a friend to come to church, volunteer 
for a program or project and give Kevin a hand to share 
the load as the opportunities arise. 
 

The warmth and welcoming spirit of our congregation 
were most evident on the evening with the incredible 
American Spiritual Ensemble and again as we welcomed 
the community to our Shrove Pancake Supper this past 
Tuesday.  And speaking of warm and welcoming, how 
about Kevin and Barbaraopening their home on February 
1 and nativity displays for all of us to enjoy.  Many, many 
thanks to all who have made these opportunities possi-
ble.  We are blessed indeed, so let us all seek to be a 
blessing to others. 

Gordon Fronk 

Senior Warden 
 

Many thanks to the following: 
 

Bill Dial and Simon Arnstein and all Pledgers, who re-
sponded to their very successful “quest stewardship cam-
paign.” 
 

Bob Kelly, Ray Munsch, George Curlin, Rich Wagner and 
their band of merry men and women, who assure that 
our entire campus (Church, Parish Hall, Rectory, Colum-
barium and driveways) are clean, safe and warm (usually) 
and ready for us to use all the time. 
 

Barbara and Kevin for continuing the Christmas spirit well 
into January, with food, drink, nativities and fellowship on 
Sunday. 
 

Father Kevin for coordinating, arranging, producing the 
American Spiritual Ensemble, directed by Dr. Everett 
McCorvey; and the generosity of all who contributed to 
assure that the members of ASE were monetarily reward-
ed for their visit. 
 

And to Margaret Munsch and all who provided ASE with a 
delicious dinner with leftovers to take on their journey to 
Salisbury.  ASE was spectacular and what music they 
made in our beautiful, but relatively small, sanctuary. 
 

Al Smith, Joe and Suzanne Fischer, Rich and Ginny Wag-
ner, Ray Munsch, Tim Wilson, Bob Kelly and last, but far 
from least, Connie Greenhawk, for setting up, cooking, 
serving and cleaning up after a very successful Pancake 
Supper. 

 
Father Kevin 

(Continued from page 1) 

grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the 

difference between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not 
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own. 

Amen. 
 

“We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of libera-
tion in realizing this.  This enables us to do something, 
and to do it very well.  It may be incomplete, but it is a 
beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the 
Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.”  May you observe 
a holy Lent and create an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest. 
 
Note: Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life and writings will be the 
subject of our Lenten Wednesday Reflection series. 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

See the photos of some of the beautiful angels that the 
children created for Father Kevin to bring to parishion-
ers in the hospital when he visits.  In March, the children 
will be using the plastic building bricks to demonstrate 
the stories we learn during Lent and in preparation for 
Easter.   

We will have Sunday School on March 8, 22, and 29.   

- Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

 Come join our study group of Christian Women on a 
Journey who will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month to enjoy faith based contem-
porary literature, discussion and fellowship.  We try to 
keep each meeting independent to accommodate for 
our traveling and busy lives.  

We will finish reading Don Piper’s book 90 Minutes in 
Heaven, this month --- 

 

March 4th and 18th 

In April, we will start a new book –  

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha 
World by Joanna Weaver 

 

This is an invitation for every woman 
who feels she isn't godly enough … 
isn't loving enough … isn't doing 
enough. The life of a woman today 
isn't really all that different from that 
of Mary and Martha in the New Testament.   With her 
fresh approach to the familiar Bible story and its crea-
tive, practical strategies, Joanna shows how we can bal-
ance the Mary and Martha qualities in all of us.   
 

To order a book or for more information  
please contact Beverly Rohman 

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 
 

PEW CUSHIONS 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Dick Cover, Holy Trinity 
now has 40 individual pew cushuions for use in the 
sanctuary. The cushions will be stowed under the back 
pew in the church—first come, first serve basis. Many 
prefer the traditional look and feel of the wooden 
banches, but there have been some who find them 
hard and uncomfortable. For those who would like a 
softer seat—you now have that option. Enjoy these 
lovely new additions. 
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THE PASSION, INTERPRETED BY  
FIVE MODERN ARTISTS  

 
Louise Thorndike will present “The Passion Interpreted 
by Five Modern Artists“ on Sunday, March 22, 2015, at 
9:15 a.m.    

She will present works of these 19th and 20th century 
artists: Salvator Dali, Paul Gauguin, Edvard Munch, Vin-
cent van Gogh, and Pablo Picasso.  By showing well-
known works of each, she will discuss their styles, use of 
color, and subject matter.  Then she will guide a group 
analysis of one religious art work per artist, focusing on 
the elements of the Passion story, the historical and geo-
graphical influences, and the emotional impacts. 

Crucifixion, 1930. Pablo Picasso,  
Oil on  canvas , 50 x 65.5 cm,   
Musée Picasso, Paris, France 

BONHOEFFER: DISCIPLESHIP 
“True Grace Comes from Costly Sacrifice” 

 

Our Lenten series this year will meet on the Wednesday 
evenings of February 25, March, 4, 11 and March 25.  We 
will meet each 
evening at 6 pm to 
share a simple 
meal, engage in dis-
cussion and prayer. 
This series will focus 
on learning about 
the life, times, spir-
itual practices and 
teachings of 20th 
century spiritual 
giant, Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer.  We will 
incorporate the use 
of film, readings, 
discussion and pray-
er as our guides on 
this journey.  Die-
trich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor in the German Con-
fessing Church during the Nazi years under Adolf Hitler.  His 
deep immersion in Scripture called him to work against tyr-
anny and political injustice.   In the words of biographer Eric 
Metaxas, “There is something about the life of Bonhoeffer 
that helps us today know what it means to be a Christian.”  
 

You may enroll for this series by signing up in the parish hall 
or calling the church office at 410-226-5134. Please join us 
for what promises to be an engaging exploration of the 
challenges of Christianity in our times.  

JOURNEY OF THE HEART  
SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP 

 
The Gospel of Mark will be the focus of this week-
ly discussion group.  The gospel of Mark is the gos-
pel of the current liturgical year and will be the 
source for most of our service readings.  Mark’s 
gospel is the earliest gospel. It emerged out of the 
oral tradition of storytelling.  Therefore, we will 
start each session with a dramatic reading of the 
gospel by performer Max McLean.  As we study 
Mark's gospel, reading through it sequentially, 
chapter by chapter, we will seek out the meaning 
it has in our lives today.  We will share what is in 

our hearts hopefully developing a personal relationship to 
this gospel.  We will consider various translations of the 

gospel but the primary text will be 
the NRSV version.   The length of 
this study will be approximately 8 
weeks.   
 
This group will meet on Tuesdays 
at 2 pm in the River Room.  There 
is no need to sign up, and while it is 
preferred that the members come 
every week, you are invited to join 
us as you can.  
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OXFORD DAY 

ECW PLANT SALE 
 

Spring is coming … hold off buying your 
Spring plantings for just 8 more weeks  

 

Date:  Saturday, April 25—Oxford Day 

Place: Front lawn 

 Church of the Holy Trinity 

Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm  

 RAIN OR SHINE! 
 

Pre-sale for geraniums from 4” to 14” in 5 
different colors will begin at the end of 

March 
 

The will be more Flowers this year than ever before: 
more geraniums, if you missed the pre-sale, impati-
ens, begonias, Gerber daisies, perennials, hanging 
baskets; roses, hibiscus, and various vegetables. 

 

 

WILLIAM & MARY CHOIR 

The Choir of the College of William and Mary, under the 
direction of James Armstrong, will perform at Christ 

Church St. Michaels, March 21 at 7 pm. The program will 
feature Brahms’ motet Schaffe in mir, Gott as well as 

two premiers: one of a Baroque choral masterwork and 
the other of a newly composed setting of an Irish folk 
song.  Gregor Werner, Joseph Haydn’s predecessor at 
the Esterházy Court, composed his Missa Contrapunc-
tata in 1756 for the liturgies of Lent and Advent. The 

W&M Choir will give the American premier of this work.  
The Choir will also give the premier of an arrangement 
of The Londonderry Air by William and Mary composer 

Robert LaRose ’16.  
 

Admission is free and open to the public.   

PILLOW CASES FOR VETERANS 
 

We need a few seamstress to sew some pillow case kits 
for our veterans. I will supply the kits, if you’ll do the 
sewing. We need to be able to complete 2 kits/month. 
 
Call me at 410.820.8812  

Lisa Strang 

COFFEE HOUR THANKS 

A big thank you to our January and February coffee 
hour hostesses. 
 

January :  Louise Thorndike, Marybeth Guerrieri, Bonnie 
Stevens, Ellen Anderson and Stacey Wrightson 
 

February:  Tot O'Mara, Suzy Fish, Kay Ruark, Kathy 
Becker and Doris Hughes. 
 
February was my last month as coffee hour chairper-
son. Thanks so much to all of you who have helped out 
this past year.   

Sarah Ramsey 

Coffee Hour Chairperson 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES  
 

March 29th, Palm Sunday  
8:00 am Holy Eucharist with  

dramatic reading of the Passion  
10:30 am Family Holy Eucharist  

with dramatic reading of the Passion  
and Sunday School  

 

April 1, Holy Wednesday  
7:00 pm Tenebrae Service  

 

April 2, Maundy Thursday  
6:00 pm Supper and Celebration of the Last Supper  

 

April 3, Good Friday  
12:00 pm Ecumenical Prayer Service  

5:00 pm The Way of the Cross  

 

April 5, Easter Sunday  
8:00 am Festal Eucharist with choir  

10:30 am Festal Family Eucharist with choir 
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