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RADICAL HOSPITALITY
“Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have
unknowingly entertained angels.”
This beautiful, prophetic line of Scripture is from The Letters
to the Hebrews, one of the Epistles of our New Testament.
The Rev. Daniel J. Harrington was considered one of the
greatest scholars of the New Testament. I was blessed to
have Dan as my professor for several of
my courses in seminary. He was an
avowed enthusiast of The Letter to the
Hebrews. I clearly remember the class
on this work starting with these words
from Dan: this is “the greatest Christian
sermon ever preached or written.” This
statement made us all sit up straight
and take notice that this class was going
to be something different and very
exciting. And it was.
While many of the Epistles were written
by St. Paul, it is highly doubtful that he
wrote Hebrews. It shares little in
common with Paul’s letters and is
totally unlike his style of writing. Whoever its author may
have been, Dan went on to call this author “the patron saint
of preachers.” Raymond Brown, another New Testament
scholar whose works we studied agreed with Dan and wrote
“By all standards this is one of the most impressive works in
the New Testament.”
While written as encouragement for the early community of
Christians, the truths revealed in this letter are absolutely
timeless guides for what it means to be a Christian. The
passage cited above follows an exhortation to “let mutual
love continue.” Both lines reveal the nature of Christian life.
Our worship, our mission work, our social gatherings are
places we can live our Christian way of life. It is important
for us to have such communal experiences to remind
ourselves and others what this counter cultural life of a
Christian should be like. We are strengthened at these times
with each other so that when we enter the outside world we
may be living examples of Christ. In her book, Radical

Welcome, author Stephanie Spellers comments on the
difficulties that even within our communities we have in
living the values of a Christian. She raises the question “Is
worship for those who are present and empowered? Is it an
intimate family affair where everyone knows the rules and
all the rote responses, and we hope marginalized people will
stay because they would like access to this exclusive club?
Or is worship an open and public gathering where we rejoice
at the opportunity to welcome the
stranger as Christ?” This question
can/should be applied to all of our
communal activities.
In June we had an opportunity to
practice radical Christian
hospitality when we gathered for
our parish barbeque. This year we
extended a welcome to a group of
wounded warriors from Camp
Royal Oak, a mission partner of
Holy Trinity. The men who came
among us that evening were the
marginalized people of our
society: homeless, suffering from
addiction, depression, and lack of community. That evening
you good people of Holy Trinity demonstrated that you
understand the principles of Christian hospitality. You
welcomed them to your tables, shared laughter and stories
and shared food that was truly blessed. You forwent the
normative experience of having alcoholic drinks to support
them on their journey of recovery. You showed them
Christian love. The transformation I witnessed that occurred
between the time they stepped off their bus to the time they
reluctantly stepped back aboard that bus was remarkable.
Their behavior changed from being anxious and socially
isolating to laughter and engagement. For all of that I thank
you and commend you.
You may indeed have entertained unknown angels that
evening. You did indeed show them the face of Christ.

- Father Kevin
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CHEERS and APPRECIATION


Joe & Suzanne Fisher, Gordon
Fronk and George Curlin for
coordinating our wonderful
Parish Barbeque on June 14.
Also, a big thank you to our
numerous parishioners who
helped with the set-up,
cooking and clean-up. We are
deeply appreciative of your generosity. The Wounded
Warriors from Camp Royal Oak felt blessed by you all.



Bob Kelley for his ceaseless dedication and untiring service
as our shepherd for Buildings and Grounds.



Beverly Rohman, and Berry and George Passano for all of
their work to update our Columbarium records.



Cora Bruner for the wonderful music enhancing our
services. Remember, Hymns are indeed mini-sermons in
and of themselves!



Our choir members for leading us in song and presenting
lovely anthems for enjoyment and meditation. Joining our
voices in song pleases the Lord.



Our Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Acolytes, Lectors and
Ushers for their dedication and service and for their
flexibility in supporting our weddings, baptisms and
funerals.



Our Mission teams for all of the good you lead us to do in
service to our Lord.



Everyone who donated books for the children at Camp
Agape.
Thank you all for serving the church and our community!!
With gratitude and appreciation ---

Father Kevin

SAVE THE DATE
NOVEMBER 7 - FALL FUN(D) RAISER
Get your talent on! Holy Trinity is going to have a talent
show and dinner on Saturday, November 7. Start
practicing your dance moves, magic tricks, acrobatics,
comedy routines and singing. Come to be amazed by
the talents of your fellow parishioner and enjoy an
evening of fun, laughter and good fellowship!

TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL SUMMARY - 1ST QUARTER 2015
Below is a summary of the financial results for the first
five months of 2015. Operating Income exceeded
budgeted income by $6,867--a favorable variance.
Operating Expense exceeded budgeted income by
$4,066--an unfavorable variance, but less than last
month. The two main reasons for this unfavorable
variance were fuel expenses due to the cold winter
and operating expenses that exceded budget. The
New Operating Surplus was $2,800 under budget--a
favorable variance.


Marshall Blume
Treasurer

Actual Budget Variance

Operating
Income

119,596 112,729

6,867

Expense

120,039 115,973

4,066 Unfavorable

Net Operating Income

(443)

(3,244

2,800

Favorable

Favorable

PASTORAL CARE
If you need help, or know someone who does, to fix a
meal, to pick up a prescription, to get to a doctor’s appointment, to grocery shop or to perform a minor
chore, we can give you that help. We can also regularly check in on persons to make sure that all is well, or
just visit with those who can’t get out but want to chat
with someone.
We are the Pastoral Care committee, and we believe
that doing these things make our lives richer and more
meaningful. We are anxious to help. If you need any
of these do not hesitate to call Ted Lutkus, committee
chair, at 410 822 7943, Pat Martin, Vestry Shepherd,
at 410 226 7943, or the church office at 410 226 5134.


Ted Lutkus & Pat Martin
Pastoral Care Committee
Vestry Shepherd
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RECTORY HVAC AND INSULATION/
MOISTURE-PROOFING PROJECT:
STAGE 1
At its May meeting, the Vestry approved the first stage of
an ambitious multi-year project to upgrade the Rectory
HVAC system and insulation/moisture-proofing envelop.
Stage 1 calls for the replacement of the 25-year old firstfloor AC unit with a highly efficient heat pump, the
upgrading and expansion of the first floor duct system,
and the installation of a modern insulation and moisture
proofing system in the crawl space. Work is to begin in
June.
- Bob Kelly
Junior Warden

A donation from the Sunday School children was
presented to Camp Royal Oak at the BBQ.

PARISH SPEED LIMIT ESTABLISHED

To improve pedestrian safety at Holy Trinity, the Vestry
- Rich Wagner passed a resolution at its April meeting establishing a
Vestry Member and B&G Shepherd seven mile per hour speed limit on the church driveway. It
also authorized the installation of a small and tasteful
wooden speed limit sign at the eastern entry to the
parish’s one-way drive. Like the existing church sign in the
PAINTING FOR THE PARISH:
same area, the speed limit sign will be white with dark
CAN YOU LEND A HAND?
blue lettering and a dark blue boarder, and mounted on a
white wooden post of moderate height. In preparation for
There are a number of small painting projects around the the sign’s installation, Father Kevin and Bob Kelly
Holy Trinity campus that require some paint, a brush or
consulted with Oxford Town Administrator, Ms. Cheryl
two, a few hours of work, and some TLC. For example, we Lewis, and the Oxford Historical District Commission on
recently replaced the two 4”x4” posts of the small, onesign design and location.
section white picket privacy near the rectory patio. The
- Bob Kelly
posts need painting and the pickets could use a refresher
Junior Warden & Building & Grounds, Chair
coat. Recently, we also replaced the framing around the
- Jim Bredar
Parish Hall garage door and the new framing needs a few
Jim Bredar, Vestry Member and Parish Safety
coats of paint. Finally, the church sign at the head of the
driveway could use a little cleaning (Mildew is the major
- Rev. Kevin Cross
offender!) and some restoration painting for the posts and
Rector
frame [The lettering is fine].
I’m wondering if two or three parishioners might wish to
take on one, two, or all of these small project as a
volunteer service to Holy Trinity. The Church will pay for
materials. Timing would be up to those who volunteer, i.e.
no need to paint in hot and humid summer weather.
If you can help with “painting for the parish,” please
contact Bob Kelly at: Kellyrf@lemoyne.edu or 315-4121934.
- Bob Kelly
Junior Warden
Parish BBQ hostess Beck Bell with CRO vets
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Spiritual Growth and Activities
MUSIC IN JULY
July 5th members of the Free 'n Ezy Band will lead us in
favorite hymns and songs! We really enjoy having these
spirited musicians share their love of music and
singing, please come to the 9:30 a.m. Service, July 5th.
Musicians sharing during July services include our choir,
an instrumental trio, Terron Quailes, and a couple of
special friends! If you are having visitors or family that
would like to share their talents, please contact Cora.
(Cora_Bruner@verizon.net)
Trenton and family

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES
BAPTISMS
Henry Joseph Beber
Trenton Jamison Foxwell
PASSED ON
Lesley Nolker

WOMEN OF THE PARISH
To all women of the Church. Please mark your calendars
for the Fall ECW Luncheon meeting on Monday, August
31st 2015 at 11:00am. More information to follow in the
August Lifeline.

July 5th 9:30 a.m. Service Members of the Free 'n Ezy
Band
July 19th 8 a.m. Service Terron Quailes
10:30 a.m. Service Instrumental Duo
- Dr. Cora Bruner
Director of Music

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING
Our post-service Coffee Hours are wonderful occasions
for fellowship. We use these times to catch up with each
other and make the important connections that hold us
together as a community. These are the times when
many of you first met other members of our family. We
are seeking members who are willing to volunteer to
host a coffee hour(s) during the course of the year. During the summer months we convene at the entrance to
the Columbarium sharing lemonade and ice tea with light
refreshments. Recently we have worked to simplify the
duties of hosting. Bottles of Ice Tea and Lemonade are
bought in quantity and kept in the refrigerator. In addition pastries are kept on hand on the top shelf of the
freezer. We are hopeful that by providing these goods,
hosting will be much less a chore. We hope you will consider volunteering to host a coffee hour this summer or
fall. The sign-up sheet is kept on the notice board in the
Parish Hall. If you have any questions you may contact
our coffee hour coordinator, Kathy Becker at 410-4763502 or email: kbecker@cheasapeake.edu .
- Kathy Becker
Coffee Hour Corrdinator

Gloria Hamilton visits from the Western Shore
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
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MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

