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WHERE WE FIND VALUE 
 

Values shape our lives.  What forms our values?  New York 

Times columnist, David Brooks has written about human 

relationships in numerous books and articles.   In his latest 

book, The Road to Character, Brooks explores value 

formation and the “deeper values that should inform our 

lives”.   He states that “I wrote this book not sure I could 

follow the road to character, but I wanted at least to know 

what the road looks like and how other people have 

trodden it.”  He places values in an interesting context, 

differentiating between resume virtues 

and eulogy virtues.   The basic difference 

being the former are measured by the 

achievement of fame, wealth and 

status.  While the latter are the virtues at 

the core of our being like honesty, 

compassion and faithfulness.  It struck me, 

as I am sure it will you, that the eulogy 

virtues, are the values of Jesus’ teachings. 

During August we heard, in the midst of the 

bread and life discourse from the gospel of 

John, a passage that tells us that some of 

Jesus’ followers began to fall away.  They 

left when times got tough and/or when 

they realized that to follow him required a 

transformation of one’s life.  Jesus’s 

preachings were hard to follow.  His 

teaches went against the way of the world 

around them.  Jesus taught that we all must undertake a 

transformational journey.  This journey is one that 

moves us from lives based on resume virtues to lives that 

embrace eulogy virtues.  It is not an easy road as the 

reaction of some of his followers illustrated.  

 However, Jesus taught that a valued based journey was 

necessary for spiritual development.  If one does not take 

such a journey they risk living empty lives filled with 

superficiality.  They remain stuck in the persona of one who 

is focused only on themselves.    Committing to take such a 

journey requires a person to make decisions based on 

virtues that often are not valued.   Such a journey can be in 

opposition to the way of the world.  Therefore, taking such 

a journey requires confidence and commitment.  Where 

can one find the confidence and the strength to endure? In 

the life of a Christian community. 

Brooks examined the lives of several notable men and 

women including Augustine, Dwight Eisenhower, Dorothy 

Day, and even Johnny Unitas.  He discovered that these 

people, all who had successfully transitioned from lives 

based on resume to eulogy values, had faced tough 

decisions.  They had to bear up under trying 

circumstances.  It led him to the belief that if one tried 

to take the easy road to life and did not face up to its 

challenges, the character forming events that promote 

growth are lost.   He also seemed to find that the context of 

the movement toward core values of life is communal in 

nature.  It takes engagement with the world 

and a belief that we are created for 

something greater than just the benefit of 

one’s self to successfully navigate the 

sometimes turbulent waters of character 

development. 

In the early church, early Christians were 

known as followers of “the Way”.  They 

discerned that to follow the ways of Jesus 

they could not do it alone.   The experience 

of community and the support of other 

followers were essential to their formation 

of a new character based on deep 

core values.  In Brooks' words we all 

stumble through life – no one is perfect.  He 

calls persons willing to engage in the 

struggles of life stumblers.   I think Jesus 

calls us to be stumblers.  He does not call us to be 

perfect.  A stumbler accepts hardships as a necessary part 

of life.  A stumbler finds that the cumulative residue of 

facing obstacles builds up a character that is substantial 

and deep.   In time a stumbler is able to embrace the core 

values of authenticity, honesty, kindness and 

courage.  This journey leads one to be the kind of person 

that Jesus calls us to be. When “moral nature and external 

skills are united in one defining effort.”  Jesus is calling us 

to persons of character.  As a community we can help each 

other through the hard times and become people of 

character.  He is not calling us to be perfect. 

He is calling us to be authentic.  Together we 

can grow into being fully alive people of God. 

Father Kevin 

Lifeline 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 
 
 
 Lisa Strang, Larry Paz and all donors of goods and food 

to the Camp Royal Oak program for homeless veterans.   

 Otts Schenllenberger for volunteering to be our on-call 

painter.   

 To all of our parishioners who donated food items for the 

the Neighborhood Service Center (NSC) of Easton's 

Summer Club Program for children.   

 Bill Myers for bringing his saw to the church and cutting 

down a board so the office could get a little more 

organized. 

 Geoff Holmes for repairing our shelving in the storage 

room after it came crashing down!  It is now secure and 

safe. 

 George Curlin, Jim Foster, Pepper and Geoff Holmes, 

Larry Paz and Suzanne Litty for preparing the Parish Hall 

for painting (and figuring out how to hang a picture!  

 Maxine and Bill Millar for their generous donation to 

refurbish our Parish Hall.  You have us looking good! 

With gratitude and appreciation — 

 

BLESSINGS & GRATITUDE 
 

In our family blessing at meals we always remember 

those who are less fortunate than we.  It is difficult 

sometimes to remember those less fortunate.  This 

morning, a beautiful Wednesday, we walked our pups 

first thing.  A delightful breeze coming from the north 

bathed us in fresh air and the humidity was practically 

nil. On such a wonderful day walking around wonderful 

Oxford one might be forgiven for not remembering the 

misfortune of others. 

 

Growing up in a Southern Baptist family, card playing 

was not allowed.  That notwithstanding, my father used 

the aphorism play the hand you’re dealt on frequent 

occasions.  Play the hand you’re dealt, bloom where 

you’re planted; there are many such aphorisms.  Great 

dicta but I’m not sure they’re great advice.  No one living 

in poverty or pain wants to play such a hand.  No one 

living in a hovel with three other families wants to bloom 

where they’re planted.   

 

What does that have to do with Holy Trinity Parish?  In 1 

Chronicles, 4:10, Jabez prayed, “Oh that You would bless 

me indeed and enlarge my border, and that Your hand 

might be with me, and that You would keep me from 

harm that it may not pain me!” For many, Holy Trinity 

Parish is indeed blessings in deed: Wednesday lunch 

bunch, Camp Royal Oak, Camp Agape, the Food Bank 

and support of our friends in parishes less fortunate 

than we.  To those in need to whom we reach out, we are 

blessings. 

 

One of the blessings the Lord bestowed on me was the 

opportunity to help others.  I am blessed to have enjoyed 

a career in healthcare where care for others was the 

primary cause.  To care for others in any capacity is a 

blessing. Every week at Holy Trinity I see and hear of the 

blessings parishioners have received as part of our 

parish family.  Whether it’s a pastoral visit from our busy 

priest, receiving the body and blood of Christ, the 

wonderful music of Cora and our choir, the quiet solitude 

of our columbarium, our blessings abound.  

 

Among our many blessings is the generosity of our 

parish.  All of the blessings we have enjoyed and enjoy 

are supported by contributions to the parish from 

members of the parish family.  These include time to 

spiffy the grounds, prepare the meals, oversee 

receptions when grieving families are in need and on 

and on.  Stewardship includes all those and 

contributions to the parish treasury. 

 

  This is the time of year when we come to you and say, 

We want the blessings to continue. We want to serve 

those less fortunate than we.  We want Holy Trinity 

(Continued on page 3) 

SAVE THE DATE  

NOVEMBER 7 - FALL FUN(D) RAISER 
 

Are you getting ready for a 

great evening of food, 

great auction items and 

entertainment?  

 

Saturday, November 7 will 

start at 5:30 pm with a 

silent auction and 

cocktails followed by 

dinner and a talent show. 

If you haven’t signed up to 

share your talent, contact 

Simon Arnstein (443-255-

1602 or 

simon75@comcast.net). 
 

Suggested ticket price is 

$100, and all are welcome! 
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PAY IT FORWARD! 
News & Views from Your 

Planned Giving Committee 

 

An Historical Perspective, With 

a View to the Future. 

 
At the June 7 service, Al Smith, a 

long time member of the church and member of the 

Planned Giving Committee, shared his thoughts 

regarding the need for Planned Giving, providing an 

historical perspective, with a view to the future.  Below is 

the message he shared: 
 

“The year was 1958, and a young Al Smith was elected 

to the Vestry.  His first job was to help a couple of old 

timers solicit oysters from local watermen to supplement 

the dinners organized by the women of the church, held 

to raise money for the new parish house - cost: $35,000. 
 

It was the Reverend Parker Webb who identified the 

need for a parish house, which would become the center 

of town and church activities.  Rev. Webb was also 

instrumental in seeing through the creation of our 

beautiful stained glass windows for the church. 
 

All of our projects have had champions.  Jack Carroll 

championed the columbarium,  Bunny Bond, the church 

organ, George Passano, the River Room - cost: 

$130,000, Clint Clubb, the driveway and riprap, the 

Bryan family, the beautification of the chancel,  George 

Mitchell and Suzanne Litty, the renovation of the rectory, 

Beverly Rohman and Tot O’Mara, the “Basement to Roof 

Project,” … I could go on. 
 

All of these improvements occurred without the benefit 

of endowment help, and no significant additions to our 

modest endowment were made until Suzette Windsor 

established a fund, now over $100,000, to offset capital 

project needs. 
 

During this same time, other comparable churches 

developed endowments to help carry them through and 

support future needs.  These endowments are routinely 

well over $1,000,000, while our combined endowments 

are just under $300,000.  We just never asked, nor did 

we have a plan or a champion to justify or drive the 

effort. 
 

Fortunately, this is about to change.  Kevin, our Rector, 

and Co-Chairs Chris Gilson and Tot O’Mara, have formed 

a committee, developed a strategy, set goals, and laid 

out a timeline to take Holy Trinity into the future.  As a 

start, at least a dozen parishioners have already pledged 

to name Holy Trinity in their wills.  Each of you will be 

asked to consider doing so as well.  As a church, we are 

currently growing and healthy; let’s use that momentum 

to help ensure our future.” 

 

Al Smith 

 

Church to continue to be a place of warmth, 

encouragement and solace.  To maintain our flow of 

blessings, we need your help.  Soon you will receive a 

stewardship letter and an opportunity to pledge for the 

following year.  Pledging allows us to plan for programs 

in anticipation of receiving the money essential to 

maintain our effort.  Always you have been generous.  

Please continue.  If you have not pledged before, please 

do.  If you have questions regarding pledging or the 

employment of your contributions, ask any of the parish 

leadership.  And always remember, “Of thy own have we 

given thee”. 
 

Sincerely,  

Bill Dial  

with Simon Arnstein 

Stewardship Co-Chairs 

(Continued from page 2) READY TO SERVE?   

WE NEED YOU!  

 

 

It is that time of year again when the Vestry 

Nominating Committee - Senior Warden and 

the outgoing Vestry Members --- get together to present 

a slate of candidates for election to the Vestry at the 

annual meeting, which will be held on November 1, 

2015.  Holy Trinity is in a very positive and exciting 

time.  Serving on the Vestry gives one an opportunity to 

work for our mission as "a caring Christian community 

dedicated to growing in God's love through worship, 

study, service and fellowship"......as well as provide 

those concerted efforts and time to manage the church 

properties, finances and sacred spaces.  Is this YOUR 

time to serve?  The experience is incredible!  

If you are interested or have someone to nominate 

please call our Sr. Warden, Gordon Fronk at 410-226-

1044 by September 15, 2015. 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Sunday School Starts September 13  

with the 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

Sunday School resumes September 13.  As usual, it will 

be held during the 10:30 service and the children will 

start out in the Parish Hall for a Bible story and activity 

and then join the congregation in the church for the 

passing of the peace and for the Eucharist.   

 

This year we will have a blessing of the backpacks as 

we welcome the children back to Sunday School and as 

they begin a new school year.  Children should bring 

their backpacks with them for this first day of Sunday 

School. 

 

We will continue to use art and/or building with plastic 

bricks to reinforce the Bible story.  We are fortunate to 

have our “Fantastic Four” teachers returning – Cathy 

Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott, artist Ritze Miller, and 

Barbara Cross.   

 

Last Spring we discussed and created “Thank you, God” 

prayers.  This Fall we will continue to discuss prayer and 

learn about other types of prayers.  There will be 

examples of prayers from the Bible and we will create 

prayers for our lives.   Under the guidance of artist Ritze 

Miller, we will then illustrate these prayers.   

 

Children in Kindergarten and up are welcome to join us.  

If you have a younger child, please call the church at 

410-226-5134 and leave a message for Barbara, who 

will get back to you.  Please complete and return the 

registration form before September 13.  Registration 

forms are on the website holytrinityoxfordmd.org, in the 

Parish Hall, and at the church entrance.  We look 

forward to welcoming the children back and having 

another great year! 

- Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

 Plans are still simmering for this fall’s offering. 

If you are interested in joining Women on a Journey 

this fall, please contact Beverly Rohman 

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net. 

How many Episcopalians does it take to hang a picture? 

MUSIC NEWS 
Like to sing? 

 

 

Please consider singing with 

the Holy Trinity Choir! 

The choir sings a couple of 

times a month at the 8 a.m. 

Service and once a month at 

the 9:30 a.m. Service. If 

you are available for only 

some of the services, that's 

fine with us!  

 

Thursday evening rehearsals beginning 

September 10th at 7 p.m. 

THE TEN TO SING AT HOLY TRINITY ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13  

AT THE 10:30 AM SERVICE 

 

The Ten is a nineteen member male choir. They are alumni of a dozen different college a cappella groups. They have 

been coming to Oxford for several years to offer a concert of sacred and secular songs, spirituals and arrangements 

of popular songs at St. Paul’s on Morris St.  This year they will perform at 3:00 and 4:30 pm on Saturday September 

12th.  We are happy to announce that the following day, Sunday, September 13th, The Ten will sing at our 10:30 

service.  Their music has enhanced our worship services many times in the past and we are pleased to welcome 

them back again. 
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DINNER GROUPS 
 

Enjoy good food and interesting company?  Do we have 

an opportunity for you!   
 

 

We are now registering those of you who would like to be 

part of our small monthly dining experience.  Once you 

have signed up you will be assigned to a group of 6 – 8 

of your fellow parishioners.  The groups will make plans 

to dine together each month for the next 6 or so 

months.  Groups can choose to rotate amongst each 

other's homes or dine together at a local restaurant.  Fr. 

Kevin and Barbara will make sure they are able to join 

each group once during its cycle.  This is a great way to 

get to know your fellow parishioners and broaden your 

palate!  Come ready for daring dining and good 

fellowship.  Please call Cynthia Pyron (410) 763-7363 or 

sign up in the parish hall.  We hope to have these groups 

underway later this autumn. 

CAMP ROYAL OAK 

Larry and I had a great visit in July. Larry cooked outside 

in the 90 degree heat and made the most wonderful Pa-

ella.  We all ate together and enjoyed stories.   

 

We met their mental health doctor who was in the USAF 

for many years and works with the soldiers several times 

a week.  He is a huge asset to them all and you can tell 

they really appreciate what he does and what our church 

does for all of them.  We constantly get “thank you’s”! 
 

Larry made enough paella so they could have a few 

more meals - it was simply delicious!!!!!! 

Next trip will be September 15th. We will be let you know 

about specific needs as that date approaches. 

Lisa Strang 

Larry Paz 

MEN’S INQUIRING BELIEVERS  

STUDY GROUP 

 

Join us every Monday evening starting on September 14 

at 6 pm  

 

The group has been studying and discussing the 

formation of Christianity starting from where Christianity 

was born, growing to a small movement called “The 

Way” to its eventual place as the official religion of the 

Roman Empire.  The discussions have been lively affairs 

with equal measures of challenging questions and fun 

fellowship.  At our first meeting we will discuss interests 

for the coming year.  We invite everyone throughout the 

greater community to join us for a time of fellowship, 

snacks and discussion.  Call Fr. Kevin at 410-226-5134 

for additional information. 

ST. PETERSBURG—LYRA CHOIR 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 @ 7pm 

Church of the Holy Trinity, Oxford 

 

LYRA are a choir of students and postgraduates of Saint-

Petersburg Conservatoire, working in different choirs of 

Saint-Petersburg.  Though the members represent 

different musical 

professions: 

choir 

conductors, 

opera singers, 

instrumentalists, 

music teachers - 

they are united 

by a love for 

choir and 

ensemble 

singing.   The main goal of LYRA’s activity is exploring 

and popularizing Russian choir music. Through their 

performances, they seek to introduce the enormous 

musical heritage of the Russian Orthodox Church, as well 

as traditions of Russian folk music to all people who are 

interested in Russia, its history and culture. 
 

LYRA’s diverse repertoire includes Russian sacred music, 

starting from ancient songs of the Orthodox Church to 

works of little-known, but remarkable composers of the 

XVIII-XX centuries, as well as famous masters - D. 

Bortnjansky, P. Tchaikovsky, P. Tchesnokov, A. 

Gretchaninov, S. Rakhmaninov, I. Stravinsky and others.  
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COFFEE HOUR THANKS 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Sandy 

Kaufman, Nancy Richards, Ann Bellinger, and Bill and 

Elspeth Ritchie for hosting coffee hour during the month 

of August.  We are in need of coffee hour hosts to com-

plete the fall roster.  Our goal is to have two hosts, one 

for the 8 o'clock and one for the 10:30 service, for the 

second, third, and fourth Sundays of each month.  The 

Vestry provides pastries and other goodies for hosts to 

use.  The sign up sheet is located in the River Room.  

Please contact Kathy Becker with questions about how 

you can help. 

Kathy Becker 

Fellowship Chairperson 

CANASTA 

Fun and Fellowship Playing Canasta 

Beginners Welcome 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo was taken at our monthly birthday 

celebration.  We are a group of women who enjoy 

getting together and playing cards.  Beginners are 

welcome to join in at any time.  Our purpose is to 

provide fun and fellowship for women.   

If you would like to join us, please come to the Parish 

Hall at 1:00 on Thursdays.  We are usually done playing 

about 3:00ish.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Cynthia Pyron 

at (410) 763-7363 or winflrt4@verizon.net 

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES 
 

PASSED ON 

Win Howell 

June Railey 

 CALLIGRAPHER NEEDED 

The church needs a calligrapher to assist with baptismal, 

marriage and other certificates.  If you have this skill and 

can give a little time on an occasional basis, please contact 

Fr. Kevin 

Installing new roof cap 

Teddy Cross  

overseeing the 

repair  

of the  

Rose Window 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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Another full load for the Neighborhood  

Service Center 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
OCTOBER 23-25 

 

Daughters of the King Retreat 

 

Rev. Kathleen Price, Retreat Leader 


