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MAKE LOVE YOUR AIM 
 

Lectio Divinia (sacred reading) is a centuries old prayer practice. My 

former New Testament professor Daniel Harrington described Lectio 

Divinia in very simple terms as a four step process to encounter God 

through Scripture: Read, Think Pray, Act. Read: What does the text say?  

Think: What is God saying to me through this text? Pray: What do I want 

to say to God about the text? Act: What do I want to do based on my 

prayer? I have been dwelling on a passage from Scripture that moved 

me to reflect on my life this year. In the natural cycle of nature, fall is 

well suited as a time for 

reflection. Creation begins to 

quiet down (even though the 

world of humans seems to go 

in the opposite direction). 

With intentionality, fall can be 

a time for contemplation. The 

reading from Scripture that 

has captured my attention is 

a passage from Paul. In his 

compelling second letter to 

the people of Corinth Paul 

writes, “Let us bless God, the 

father of our Lord, King Jesus; 

he is the father of mercies 

and the God of all comfort.  

He comforts us in all our trouble, so that we can then comfort people 

in every kind of trouble, through the comfort which God comforts us.  

Just as we have an overflowing share of the Messiah’s suffering, you 

see, so we have an overflowing share of comfort through the Messiah.  

If we are troubled, it’s for the sake of your comfort and salvation; if we 

are comforted it’s because of your comfort, which comes about as you 

bear patiently with the same sufferings that we are going through. And 

our hope about you remains firm, because we know that just as you’ve 

shared in our suffering, so you will also share in our comfort.”  

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 The New Kingdom Testament 

I was struck as I read this passage by the thought that we receive both 

a share of our Lord’s suffering but also a share of His comforts. The 

community of Holy Trinity has received measures of both this year. We 

have experienced our own sorrows and losses yet we have also 

experienced joy. However, as I think of the suffering of peoples through 

the world, especially the current plight of the refugees fleeing violence, 

hunger and homelessness in the Mid East and Europe, I know we have 

been given more than our share of comforts. Indeed, God has been 

good to us. If we take our Lord and Savior’s message to heart and 

listen to his disciple Paul, we cannot help but be driven to redouble our 

efforts to spread the Good News - not only through our words but 

through our actions.   

This exercise of prayer has led me to ask several questions. I commend 

to you, our community of God, to spend time asking these same 

questions. What have we done this past year to spread the Good News 

of Jesus Christ? Did we do enough? Were we open to the workings of 

the Holy Spirit to lead us into new fields of mission? Were our efforts 

carried out with a selfless spirit of love and compassion for each other 

and those beyond the walls of our church? Were there opportunities 

that we could have taken hold of but didn’t because we did not have 

the foresight, time, money, or energy to pursue? My hope is that this 

review will lead us into a conversation with God, asking for forgiveness 

where needed, offering thanks for blessings and seeking wisdom and 

guidance for tomorrow. 

This exercise led me to consider a sacred duty of all Christians, 

Stewardship. As we reflect on our blessings, how can we, as Christians 

not feel compelled to share our abundance to give thanks and work to 

build God’s kingdom? Living out our calling as Christians we are to 

dedicate our lives, not just a moment here and there, to this 

effort. After all we are created in God’s image. Therefore, we are 

created to be kind and generous souls. Stewardship compels us 

to share our time, talent, and wealth with our community and our 

brothers and sisters throughout the world.   

I ask you to prayerfully consider and listen to how God is calling 

to share your abundance this year. As you consider making your 

contribution to this year’s pledge campaign let not your heart be 

driven by obligation but rather by generosity and thanksgiving.  

Your generosity in the past has helped us do great things for our 

Lord. Together we can make this a kinder, gentler world. God 

needs us to carry forth his mission to save the world using all 

that we have to share. Our aim is to share God’s love abundantly. 

‘You are sent into this world to believe in yourself as God’s 

chosen one and then to help your brothers and sister know that 

they also are beloved sons and daughters of God who belong together”  

- Henri Nouwen 

 

 

 

 

Lifeline 

On Retreat with the now Presiding 

Bishop Elect,  

The Right Rev. Michael Curry 

 

KIRK’N 

O’ THE 

TARTANS 

 

OCTOBER 4 @ 9:30 AM 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 
 
 
 Judy Lutkus, Marybeth Guerrieri, Connie Greenhawk, Pat 

Martin and Sarah Ramsey for providing meals for 

parishioners just home from the hospital. The love 

infused in your cooking is indeed a healing ministry.   

 Otts Schenllenberger for painting our garage trim and 

the rectory fence. Looking good. 

 Thanks to Parish Handyman Geoff Holmes for installing 

an insulating blanket on the rectory water heater—the 

water heater is located in the unheated attached shed 

on the south wall of the rectory. The last two winters 

have been extremely cold and Geoff’s ounce of 

prevention in August well may save us a pound of 

heartache in February. 

 Geoff, with the assistance of Pepper, also repaired and 

reinstalled the Welcome to Oxford sign on the O’Mara 

property as one approaches Oxford. The sign had blown 

down in a storm. The refurbished sign has new and 

larger lettering and indicates that the church is 2.5 miles 

down the Oxford Road.    

 Maxine and Bill Millar for their generous donation to 

refurbish our Parish Hall.   

 Maxine Millar and Suzanne Litty for their artistic 

oversight of the parish hall refurbishment. 

 Our parishioners who graciously hosted the members of 

Lyra after their wonderful concert.  

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

With gratitude and appreciation  

— Father Kevin 

VESTRY NOMINEES FOR 

THE CLASS OF 2018 

ANNOUNCED 
 

 

An election for the Vestry members of the class of 2018 

will be held at the Annual Meeting of the parish on 

Sunday November 1, 2015. Three positions are open to 

be filled for this term. Vestry members serve for a three 

year term.   
  

A vestry member’s role is a sacred ministry. The Vestry is 

called to lead the congregation into a closer relationship 

with God. The rector and laity, as represented by the 

Vestry, perform vital roles of leadership in all matters of 

church business and ministry. 
  

In the September Lifeline, a call was issued to the parish 

membership to consider if they feel a call for this 

ministry. The Vestry Nomination Committee receives all 

nominations and assists with discerning all calls to the 

Vestry. An important responsibility of the nomination 

committee is to ensure a diverse representation of 

church membership is reflected on the Vestry. 
  

As of October 1 the following nominations have been 

received: 

 

Connie Greenhawk 

Connie was born and raised in Talbot County, living 6 

miles from Oxford, but grew up here, near our family 

boat. Connie has lived in Oxford for the last 25 years and 

has 3 wonderful families: her relatives, Oxford Fire 

Company and Holy Trinity.  
 

Professionally, Connie worked for 41 years at Waverly 

Press-Cadmus-Cenveo in many capacities: 25 years as  

customer service manager, as well as Finance and 

Marketing, managing pricing, analysis and system 

management for 3 product lines. 

 

Connie currently serves on the Finance team, Lunch 

Bunch, Choir, Office Angels and manages the kitchen.  

 

Margaret Munsch  

Margaret Munsch has attended Holy Trinity since 

2012. She is active in Altar Guild, Fellowship, Women on 

a Journey, Canasta and the Vestry where she serves as 

Fellowship Shepherd and Music/Liturgy Shepherd. 

Margaret is married to Ray and has two daughters and 

one grandson. She retired in 2012 from a career in 

Clinical Laboratory Science. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

From 90 to 7: Jean Hemphill, Charlie and Natalie  
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

One of the blessings the Lord bestowed on me was the 

opportunity to help others. I am blessed to have enjoyed 

a career in healthcare where care for others was the 

primary focus. To care for others in any capacity is a 

blessing. Every week at Holy Trinity I see and hear of the 

blessings parishioners have received as part of our 

parish family. Whether it’s a pastoral visit from our busy 

priest, receiving the body and blood of Christ, the 

wonderful music of Cora and our choir, the quiet solitude 

of our columbarium, our blessings abound.  

Susie and I have been members of Holy Trinity Parish 

since we moved to Oxford 17 years ago. Of the many 

things that attracted us to Holy Trinity was its outreach.  

Outreach is exactly that: what we do outside the parish.  

Every Sunday in our prayers we ask for blessings on the 

myriad parts of our outreach. In our troubled world, there 

are so many deserving of blessings. Obviously we can’t 

reach them all. We can and do help many though. And 

those blessings are in great part made possible by the 

generosity of the Holy Trinity Parish family.   

 

Generosity is not measured by treasure alone. Our 

church family expresses its generosity in so many ways. 

These include time to spiffy the grounds, prepare the 

meals and oversee receptions when grieving families are 

in need and on and on. Stewardship includes all those 

and contributions to the parish treasury. 

This is the time of year when we come to you and say, 

We want the blessings to continue. We want to serve 

those less fortunate than we. We want Holy Trinity 

Church to continue to be a place of warmth, 

encouragement and solace. To maintain our flow of 

blessings we need your help. With this letter you have an 

opportunity to pledge for the coming year. Pledging 

allows us to plan for programs in anticipation of receiving 

the money essential to maintain our effort. Always you 

have been generous. Please continue. If you have not 

pledged before please do. If you have questions 

regarding pledging or the employment of your 

contributions, ask any of the parish leadership. And 

always remember, Of thy own have we given thee. 

Sincerely,  

Bill Dial with Simon Arnstein, Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Note:  Margaret Munsch is currently completing the term 

of Tom Hughes who passed on during his period of 

service. She is eligible and interested in being elected to 

a new term of office. 

 

Tom Reynolds 
 

A graduate of St. Albans School and Cornell University, 

Tom served four years in the United States Coast 

Guard. He received his MBA from Darden and enjoyed a 

long and productive career in the banking industry. Tom 

retired in January 2000 as Senior Vice President of 

Allfirst Bank, successor to First National Bank of 

Maryland. 

 

Since retirement, Tom has served on the boards of the 

Critchlow-Adkins Children’s Centers, Talbot Historical 

Society, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, Talbot 

County Free Library and Oxford Community Center. He 

also served as Commodore of the Chesapeake Bay Yacht 

Club. For the last two years, he has have served on the 

Audit Committee of the Church of the Holy Trinity, the last 

year as Chairman.   

 

He and his wife Trish have been married for 35 

years. They live on Brightwaters Farm just outside of 

Oxford. Tom is a regular at the 8:00 am service and can 

usually be found in the last pew on the right!  
 

If you would like to submit a nomination before the 

annual meeting, please contact Fr. Kevin. Your 

nomination will be forwarded to the Nomination 

Committee for consideration. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We are off to a great start with Sunday School this year.   

We learned about John the Baptist and about him        

baptizing Jesus. We also learned that John the Baptist is 

not the same John who wrote the Book of John in the    

Bible. The children made cards to present to Natalie who 

was baptized on    

September 20.  They 

were able to closely 

observe the baptism 

from their seats in the 

choir pews. (They also 

learned another defini-

tion of what “pew” 

means.)   

The rest of this fall we will be having Bible stories related 

to different kinds of prayer – “Help,” “Praise,” and “I’m 

sorry.” We have already done prayers of “Thanksgiving.”  

Once we listen to the Bible stories, we will relate these to 

our own lives and create our own prayers.   

Under the guidance of our artist-in-residence Ritze Miller, 

the children will then illustrate the prayers. Cathy and Na-

talie Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott and Barbara Cross all work 

together with Ritze to create a Sunday School that is a fun, 

creative learning environment .   

The children did self-portraits which are on one of the  

Sunday School bulletin boards.  We hope you enjoy them 

and welcome the children and their families to our church 

community.             - Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 

Our book group of Christian Women on a Journey who 

will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 

month.  We enjoy faith-based, contemporary literature, 

discussion and fellowship. We try to keep each meeting 

independent to accommodate for traveling participants.  

  

This fall we are reading Between the 

Dark and the Daylight: Embracing 

the Contradictions of Life by Joan 

Chittister 

“This little book is an alarm clock for 

the spiritual journey.  It wakes the 

reader up to the fact that our life 

journey is unique for each of us, yet 

we are twined together in the 

presence of God in every moment.   

Joan brings her years of faithful monasticism to open up 

the painful contradictions of our time.  Wake up! The 

time is NOW!”  

October 7th and 21st         9:00 am – 10:30 am 

 

For more information please contact Beverly Rohman 

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com 

INQUIRING BELIEVER’S 

A group of men from the Church have been meeting over the years in what we have called “Bible Study.”  Last year 

we gave ourselves a new name, "Inquiring Believers". We have studied the Bible while using several recommended 

books to help us along as we have examined the Old Testament through to the life of Christ while recognizing and 

understanding the relativity and importance of other world religions. 

 

Currently we have been learning about and discussing the early church using a fascinating book by Rebecca Lyman 

to assist in our focus. When you think about how Christianity took hold and flourishes today you begin to fathom the 

miracle of the survival of the Church. Believe me when I say, our meetings are invigorating. Don't think that you have 

to be a Bible scholar to participate. We take turns leading, but that is strictly voluntary. Almost always, discussion 

takes over, and that's when the fun begins. 

 

For the Fall, we have set our sights on finishing up on the early church, then revisit Acts. We have the PBS Series 

"Ancient Roads from Christ to Constantine" and intend to sprinkle in episodes of this DVD to supplement our          

discussions. Rabbi Peter Hyman has been on hand twice in the past to help us with the first five books of the Old  

Testament and has given us a unique perspective of Judaism. We hope to invite Peter back again.  

 

We meet most Mondays for an hour from 6 to 7 in the River Room and enjoy snacks and fellowship. We have been 

known to enjoy a glass of wine or two on special occasions.  

 

Come join us and you will discover what you've been missing and you might like it!  

- Al Smith 
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EPISCOPAL FAITH 

INQUIRER GROUP  

An Inquirer's class is a place to learn about the history 

and beliefs of the Anglican/Episcopal faith and explore 

how your faith journey can be enriched through 

discussions with other inquiring minds.   We will meet for 

4-5 sessions in October and November at a mutually 

convenient time.  If you are 

interested in reaffirming your vows 

or being received into the Episcopal 

Church when Bishops Parsley visits 

Holy Trinity in December, it is 

strongly recommended you join this 

interesting class.  If you are 

interested in taking part please sign 

Fellowship 
ALTAR GUILD 

 

The Altar Guild is a group of dedicated women (and men 

if they wish to join) who serve God by preparing the altar 

for all services of worship, and maintaining the vest-

ments of the clergy and the linens and hangings used in 

the many services of the Church.   
 

The Altar Guild is "the priest's partner in making the wor-

ship life of the parish run smoothly."  At the Church of the 

Holy Trinity the Altar Guild is divided into four teams, 

each with its own leader, which is responsible for all ser-

vices one week a month.  We welcome anyone who is 

interested in becoming a member to call the church, 410

-226-5134, or Ginny Wagner, 703-919-8261, for more 

information.   

Altar Guild Team Leaders 

Team 2—Nancy Richards; Chair—Ginny Wagner; Team 3—Ellen 

Anderson; Team 4—Doris Hughes; Team 1—Bonnie Stevens 

BELL TOWER PROJECT 

 

As previously mentioned the Church bell needs to be taken down due to 

safety problems with the current support structure.  It will be taken down in 

the next week and temporarily stored on a pallet until construction can 

begin on a new bell structure.   
 

I am very happy and grateful to announce that the church has been 

awarded a grant from the Talbot County Garden Club for this project.  A bell 

structure more in keeping with the architecture of the church is currently 

being designed by our architecture committee.  We expect to be able 

to erect the new structure next Spring.  Please extend our thanks to all 

members of the Talbot County Garden Club.  This is an unexpected 

blessing. 

COFFEE HOUR THANKS 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Susan 

Deerin, Midge Menzies, Nancy Richards, and Tot 

O'Mara for hosting coffee hour during the month of 

September.  

We are in need of coffee hour hosts to complete the 

fall roster in November and December.  Our goal is to 

have two hosts, one for the 8 o'clock and one for the 

10:30 service, for the second, third, and fourth Sun-

days of each month.  The Vestry provides pastries and 

other goodies for hosts to use. The sign up sheet is 

located in the River Room.   

Please contact Kathy Becker with questions about how 

you can help. 
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LUNCH BUNCH 
 

The Wednesday “Lunch Bunch” is inviting the              

participation of the members of the Parish in this       

mission project. 

 

Every Wednesday a “lunch box” and a container of soup 

is delivered to 30 - 34 people. Many of these individuals 

have come to us through Social Services. 

 

The good has been primarily given by those who prepare 

the lunches. We are inviting you to help with this.  

 

A chart is posted in the Parish Hall for sandwiches,    

dessert and fruit. Simply sign up for what you will bring. 

Two people can bring half of the same category. Each 

category includes: 

 

SANDWICHES: bread, ingredients and lettuce. 

DESSERT: cookies, cake cupcakes (no icing please 

unless packaged with icing) 

FRUIT: apples, bananas, (any fruit), applesauce, fruit 

cups 

 

Thank you for your donations. Please drop off your     

donations in the Parish Hall by 9:00 am Wednesday. 

Mission & Outreach 

 

CRAFT DAY 
 

Friday, October 9th 

Holy Trinity Parish Hall 
 

Join the ECW for a fun morning 

of making crafts 

For the Christmas Bazaar,  

Home(made) for the Holidays. 
 

9am — 12pm 

COLUMBARIUM CONNECTIONS 
 

We are continuing to search for Niche Owners whose 

files are out of date. Please help us find current      

information for the following people. If you have any 

information about them, their family or friends, please 

let us know. 

  

 Curtis & Dorothy Allen 

 Henry H. & Rebecca Ellison 

 Betty & Wallis Gardella 

 Robert S. & Ray S. Gruver 

 Norman W. & Charlanne Harrington 

 Katherine McCormick 

 Joseph K. (Bud) & Ethel Newman 

 Richard & Emile Newton – or daughter 

Janice Buxton in PA? 

 Rev. Henry & Phoebe Powers 

 Macvicar & Edwina Snow 
 

Any information would be most appreciated!    

Thank you. 
 

Beverly Rohman, Columbarium Steward       

beverlyrohman@goeaston.net or 410-829-9561   

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

The Annual Meeting of  

The Church of the Holy Trinity 

will be held immediately following  the 

9:30 am Service 

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

OCTOBER 4 @ 1:00 PM 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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IT’S GETTING CLOSER 

NOVEMBER 7 - FALL FUN(D) RAISER/

THE GREAT TALENT SHOW 
 

Get ready for a great 

evening of food, great 

auction items and 

entertainment! 

 

Saturday, November 7 

will start at 5:30 pm 

with a silent auction and 

cocktails followed by 

dinner and a talent 

show. We’ve got lots of 

great talent lined up but 

If you haven’t signed up 

to share your talent, 

contact Simon Arnstein  

(443-255-1602 or 

simon75@comcast.net). 

 

Tickets are available October 1 at the church office. 

Suggested ticket price is $100, and all are welcome! 


