
A Message f rom Our Rector ,  Fr .  Kevin M. Cross  

The Church of  the Holy Trini ty   
An Episcopal  Church  

THE DOOR IS OPEN. COME ON IN. 
 

Jesus led and taught by example, story, miracle, and 

action.  As a talented “Rabbani” (teacher), he used a wide 

range of teaching practices to help his followers further 

spiritual development and deepen their involvement in the 

practice and study of faith.  His goal was to develop the 

apostles to be able to take up the mantle of leadership 

and teaching.  They did so and in turn passed the same 

goal down to their followers and their followers’ disciples 

and so forth to the present day.  This is what we, as a 

church community, strive to do each Sunday.  This is what 

we strive to do through mission work, bible studies and 

other activities in which we can practice and learn how to 

follow Jesus ever more closely throughout our lives.  

 

The month of September is traditionally a busy one for life 

at Holy Trinity.  Our activities that have been on hiatus or, 

at least running in a lower gear, for the summer resume 

and pick up the pace.  Sunday School, Bible Studies and 

Spiritual Development groups come back to life.  A 

multitude of activity groups will be seeking new disciples to 

join in their work and fun.  Mission, The Altar Guild, Ushers, 

Lectors, Choir, Prayer Shawls, Flower Guild, ECW, 

Daughters of the King, Event Planning, Canasta, 

Groundskeepers…are just a few of these opportunities.  I 

hope you will take the time to learn about these spiritual 

development groups and church activities and find at least 

one to which you can apply your talents or one that will 

teach you something new and exciting.  You may have an 

idea for a new group or activity.  If so, please contact me 

so we can discuss it.  We cannot grow as Christians in 

isolation.  It is through working and playing together that 

we open ourselves to new growth.  We learn by example 

and through supporting each other. 

 

Note:  On the first Sunday of October after the annual Kirk 

in’ service we will host a Ministry Fair where all of our 

groups will be represented and available for you to 

explore. 

 

Our bishop has challenged us with one new activity.  He 

would like each parish in the Diocese of Easton to initiate a 

study of The Acts of the Apostles.  What is the Book of 

Acts?  Acts, which is ascribed to the evangelist Luke, tells 

the story of the spread of the gospel by the apostles from 

Jerusalem to the world.  It is the first account of the 

founding events of Christianity after the crucifixion and 

resurrection.  Like the gospels, the story told through the 

Book of Acts was gathered from recollections and oral 

traditions.  It is thought that after Luke wrote his gospel he 

began his work on this story of the continuation of the 

faith.  Acts is a spiritual, historical, and theological record 

of how the Church developed through the “acts” of those 

who would become to be known as the early Christians.  It 

is the story of how the apostles and disciples continued 

Christ’s mission to spread the Good News throughout the 

land and beyond. 

 

This awesome task was not accomplished alone.  Christ 

did not leave his followers or the world to carry on the 

journey alone.  Thus, Acts is primarily the story of God’s 

continued presence and action in the world through the 

Holy Spirit.  In the gospels, God is with us through his Son, 

Jesus.  In Acts, the Son of God continues to be present for 

the Church through the Holy Spirit.  Acts is a dramatic, well 

written book.  In other words, it is a “good read.”  In the 

words of Bishop N.T. Wright, “There isn’t a dull page in the 

story.  But equally important, the whole book reminds us…

that we are part of the story ourselves. Whatever, “journey” 

we are making, in our own lives, our spirituality, our 

following of Jesus, and our work for his kingdom, his Spirit 

will guide us too, and make us fruitful in his service.” 

Elsewhere in this Lifeline, you will find information about 

our upcoming study group for the Acts of the Apostles.  I 

hope those of you who can, will join this weekly group.  If 

you are not able to do so, I hope you will still take this 

journey with us by engaging in an individual study of this 

wonderful “book of faith.”   

 

It is my hope that through studying Acts we will be 

stimulated to find new and creative ways to spread the 

Good News and to further our own journeys of faith.  

Studying with and becoming involved in the activities of 

your church, will surely be a wonderful journey.   

 

- Father Kevin 
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• Thank you to Tim Wilson and 

the chairmen, Linda Wilson and the ECW and 

everyone else who helped with our celebration of life 

services in July.   

• Thank you to our altar guild teams who attend to our 

sanctuary each Sunday and assist with preparations 

for our special services  

• Thank you to Peter Rohman for his great help 

cleaning up and restoring the grounds at Camp Wright 

after the July 24th tornado.  With his help the camp 

was able to reopen by mid week.   

• Thank you to our bell ringers, John and Trish Malin 

and Geoff Holmes for tolling our the bell for Sunday 

services and our recent celebration of life services.  

Quasimodo would approve! 

• Deep appreciation to Rich Wagner, our Jr Warden and 

manager of all things building and grounds.  Rich has 

done a tremendous amount of work developing plans 

for several critical projects needed to maintain our 

property including the installation of a new furnace. 

• Thank you to Victor and Susan of the Scottish 

Highland Creamery for another wonderfully delicious 

Ice Cream Sunday. 

• Thank you to all for your suggestions of ingredients 

for our Trinity Scoop.  We had tremendous 

participation.  The new ice cream flavor will be 

revealed at an upcoming fall event. 

• Thank you to all who help with the Wednesday Lunch 

Bunch.  Your culinary skills, your pastoral presence in 

delivering these meals all work to further Christ’s 

mission.   

• Heartfelt gratitude to Kathy Becker for coordination of 

our coffee hours for the past 2 1/2 years.   Through 

her good work these post service gatherings have 

become a blessed time of Fellowship and community 

building.  Going forward Kathy has decided to pass on 

the baton and apply her considerable talents to other 

activities.  Thank you Kathy! 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

- Fr. Kevin 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS 

 

Bell Tower—Our wonderful new bell tower is almost 

complete. All that remains to be done before it is 

dedicated is installation of lights to illuminate it and 

landscaping around it. Thanks especially to Kathy 

Gilson, who led the overall project, and Cameron 

Mactavish, who designed the tower itself. 
 

The tower will be dedicated between our two 

worship services on October 8th. The bell itself will 

be re-dedicated in memory of Col. Laurence  

Latourette Driggs. The locust wood yoke was 

donated by Capt. Rick Carrion and crafted by Ronnie 

Cutts. This tower was made possible by a generous 

gift from the Talbot County Garden Club.  
 

Replacement of the church furnace—Last spring, at 

the suggestion of parishioner Larry Paz, the furnace 

was tested for emissions, and a crack in the heat 

exchanger was discovered. This is an unsafe 

condition, and the entire furnace must be replaced 

before it can be used this fall. After reviewing three 

estimates and two options for fuel, the C. Albert 

Matthews company was chosen to install a new, oil-

fired furnace. The furnace is scheduled to be 

replaced during the week of August 27th.  
 

Repairs to the church roof—The handsome slate roof 

on our beautiful church is now seventy-two years old. 

Last spring, a slate roof specialist from Baltimore did 

an evaluation of the condition of the roof, and 

discovered several repairs that are needed to 

prevent serious damage. These repairs will be 

carried out during the first weeks of September. 

With them, the roof should last between twenty-five 

and fifty more years before the slate itself must be 

replaced. 
 

Re-organized storage in the Parish House—Under the 

leadership of Vestry member Margaret Munsch, in 

coordination with Vestry member and Parish House 

Steward Connie Greenhawk, we will soon begin re-

organization of storage in the Parish Hall, the church 

office, and the Rector’s office. Files will be re-

organized as well, and cabinets and shelves built as 

necessary. Chairs of affected committees have been 

or will be contacted. Many thanks to Margaret and 

Connie. 

Rich Wagner 

Junior Warden 



ECLIPSE TALK 
 

Sunday, September 3 following the 9:30 Service 

 
“A total eclipse of the Sun is one of the most 

dramatic and awe-inspiring events of the natural 

world.”   Psychologist and Eclipse Chaser, Dr. Kate 

Russo writes “The totality experience makes us 

reflect upon our lives. We feel awe, insignificance, 

and connection – and part of our incredibly vast 

Universe. Many find themselves thinking about 

their lives, recognizing clearly that life is fleeting. 

Some find the totality experience as a turning 

point to make important life choices.”   Rich and 

Ginny Wagner traveled to Wyoming to experience 

the total eclipse.  Please join them on September 

3rd in the Parish Hall as they share their 

reflections on the marvelous experience of God’s 

creative majesty. 
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SEPTEMBER MUSICIANS 

September 3—9:30 am 

Holy Trinity Choir with Melissa Slacum, Soprano 

 

September 10—10:30 am 

Gail Aveson, Soprano 

 

September 17—8:00 am 

Holy Trinity Choir 

 

September 24—10:30 am 

George Wadelton, Recorder 

ENJOY SINGING? 

First  Sunday of the Month 

EVERYONE 

Is welcome to sing with the Choir!! 
 

OR 
 

Become a regular member singing at the 8:00 

am and 9:30 am services. 
 

Saturday morning rehearsals 

9:30 am—in the Sanctuary 

Peter Rohman helpz to clean up Camp Wright 

SHARING FOOD ON 

WEDNESDAY 

As many of you may know, the Lunch Bunch Group 

meets every Wednesday morning and prepares 

lunch for approximately 35-40 persons in our 

community who are in need of a little help. The 

meals consist of a sandwich, a piece of fruit, a 

dessert item and a cup of homemade soup. Not 

only do they prepare and deliver these meals, they 

have also been providing the food and this is what 

they need help with. The grocery list consists of 80 

slices of bread, one head of iceberg lettuce, 40 

pieces of cheese and 40 servings of cold cuts, 40 

pieces of fruit (or fruit cups) and 40 dessert items 

(such as brownies or cookies-these can be store 

bought). Larry and I have done this and the cost is 

less than $100.00 to purchase these items and 

provide these 40 meals.  
 

It would be wonderful to make this a hands-on 

church wide mission and to do this, I am asking 

everyone in our congregation if they are willing to 

purchase the food items just once per year. When 

everyone has signed up, I will organize it and will 

send out a reminder each week to the person who's 

week it is. Will you signup and be a part of this 

wonderful mission? Let me know and I will add your 

name to the list.  
 

Thank you so much. 

 

Sharon Paz 

justsha33@gmail.com 

410-690-4472  
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Spiritual Formation 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Sunday School will resume on September 17.  We will 

have the blessing of the backpacks during the 10:30 ser-

vice.  Children entering Kindergarten and beyond are wel-

come to join us in the Parish Hall at 10:30 for Bible sto-

ries.  We then join the congregation during the “passing of 

the peace” and celebrate communion with the congrega-

tion, with the children gathering around the altar and par-

ticipating in the service.   
 

There is no fee for Sunday School, but we do ask that you 

register your children.  Knowing in advance helps us with 

planning.  It is also part of “safe church” policy.  Please 

download the registration form or pick it up at the parish 

hall and mail it to Church of the Holy Trinity, Sunday 

School, PO Box 387, Oxford, MD 21654.  If you have any 

questions, please call the parish office. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

The Sunday School Teachers, 

Cathy, Pucky, Linda, and Barbara 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Join us for a 

new group 

that through 

a study of 

the book of 

Acts will help 

us to see 

how Jesus, 

acting 

through the 

apostles, 

can “inform 

and 

empower 

our acts today.”  At the 2017 Diocesan Convention, 

Bishop San announced his desire to have all parishes 

engage in a study of the Book of Acts.  Bishop San has 

developed a study program based on the book Acts using 

the text, 24 Studies for Individual and Groups by N.T. 

Wright.   

This program will begin on September 12 and hopefully 

be completed by the First Sunday of Advent.  A sign-up 

sheet is posted in the Parish Hall or your may call the 

office at 410-226-5134 to express you interest in the 

group.  This group will meet on Tuesdays at 5 pm in the 

Parish Hall  Join us for a fascinating journey exploring the 

development of the Christian faith.  Please see Fr. Kevin if 

you have any questions. 

ADULT INQUIRER’S CLASS 
 

An Inquirer's 

class is a place 

to learn about 

the history and 

beliefs of the 

Episcopal faith 

and explore how 

your faith jour-

ney can be en-

riched through discussions with other inquiring minds.  

Our 2017 Inquirer’s class will meet on the third Sunday of 

each month at 9:15 starting on September 17.  If you are 

interested in taking part in this series of lectures please 

call the parish office at 410-226-5134.   These sessions 

will conclude prior to Bishop Marray's visit on December 

17 and will serve as preparation for those seeking confir-

mation, reception or reaffirmation of vows.   However, 

these classes are open to all who would like to learn more 

about the Anglo-Catholic faith. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Women’s Bible Study resumes on Monday, September 

18th at 9:30 am with Lesson 7 of the 12-part study of 1st 

Corinthians. Study guides are available for anyone who 

wishes to join the group.  

Contact Mary Ann Hensinger at 410.463.0405. 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 

 

The Women on a Journey book group is back from sum-

mer recess.  We will start this year with something new ---- 

bringing your favorite poem to our first meeting.   We will 

consider the books presented for our group reading and 

discussions and map out the year.     

  

Meetings will be on the first and third Wednesday  

of the month. 

 

Plan on joining us September 6th   

9:00 am, - 10:30 am 

 

For more information contact Beverly Rohman at  

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 
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Spiritual Formation 

MILESTONES 
Passed On 

 

James Lewis 

William Millar 

 

Baptism 

 
Courtney Wrenn Richards 

MEN’S INQUIRING BELIEVERS 

 

After a summer break to restore and renew, the men of 

the Inquiring Believers group will resume their Monday 

evening meetings beginning Sept. 18th.  We gather at 

6:00 PM in the River Room for one hour to study the 

Bible or Bible-relating teachings.  There are normally 

eight to eleven in attendance.  Fellowship and sharing 

experiences are often as high on our list of priorities as is 

the actual topic of discussion. 
 

This fall, we will begin reading 

and discussing the book 

“Reimagining Exodus” by Rabbi 

David Zaslow.  The book is sub-

titled “A Story of Freedom,” and 

purportedly explores one of the 

core stories in the Jewish and 

Christian traditions and its 

relevance to us today.  Our 

interest in the Exodus story 

follows our study of Genesis 

earlier in the year. 
 

New members are always 

welcome.  Absolutely no experience required, you just 

show up.  If you would prefer to talk to someone about 

the group beforehand, please call Ray Munsch.  

 

WORSHIP SUPPORT 
 

 

The Church of the Holy Trinity is blessed with many 

volunteers.  But we can always use more helpers .  

Please contact me if you have an interest in working with 

altar flowers throughout the year.  Advent and Christmas 

will soon (!!) be upon us, and we will need help for 

decorating the church with greens for Advent and then 

Christmas decorations.    

 

We also need lectors, acolytes, and chalicers throughout 

the year.    And, if you have an interest in being an usher 

occasionally at either of the services, please contact 

Simon Arnstein.     

 

We provide any necessary training and will work with your 

schedule for any of these activities. 

 

Thank you.    

Ellen Anderson 

Worship Shepherd 

CONCERT 
 

JEREMY FILSELL 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 13 @ 7pm 
 
Jeremy Filsell is one of the 

very few virtuoso 

performers on both the 

piano and the organ. He 

regularly performs concerts 

as a pianist, organist, 

chamber musician and 

accompanist. Jeremy is the 

Artist-in-Residence at 

Washington National 

Cathedral (DC), Director of 

Music at the Church of the 

Epiphany (DC), and 

Professor of Organ at 

Peabody Conservatory 

(Baltimore, MD). We are 

very honored to be able to 

share this amazing musician and wonderful friend with 

you! 

New cabin built this year with thanks to Holy Trinity ! 



LIFELINE Page 6 

ECW CANNING PROJECT 
LAST CALL 

 

This is a "last call" to join the 

new canning committee for 

this year's Holiday Bazaar.  

We need more people to 

form the committee, and 

we're hoping some of you 

can still be persuaded to join 

us.  The canning season is 

NOW (and for just another 

two short months.). Please 

consider joining.   

 

If interested, please contact Lora Joseph at 

lorajoseph1@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Susan 

Williams, Louise Thorndike, Nancy Shuck, Loretta and 

Marshall Blume, Eleanor and Al Smith, Ginny and Rich 

Wagner, Elspeth and Bill Ritchie, and Mary Francis 

Packard for hosting coffee hours in July.  We owe Connie 

Greenhawk and Doris Hughes a special thanks for 

keeping the fridge and freezer stocked for coffee hour.   

 

Hosts are needed  for September 2017, so please 

consider helping.  We will gather outside for refreshments 

for as long as possible.  

The sign-up sheet is in the River Room.    

 

Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for 

information about how you can help. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
ECW Fall Luncheon 

Monday, September 11th @ 11:00 am 

 
Agenda: 

• Christmas Bazaar Planning 

• Approval of New Bylaws 

• Election of ECW Officers 

• Fabulous Luncheon provided by the ECW 

Board!! 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!! 

FOOD PANTRY 

“Summertime and the living is easy.” Not if you are one of 

the many families struggling to feed your family. Summer 

provides vegetables and fruits, but the need for staples is 

still there.  Coffee, tea, sugar, flour, spices, canned 

meats, pastas, and 

muffin mixes are all 

good items to bring to 

our pantry to be taken 

to the Neighborhood 

Service Center. 

    

Sharing is caring and 

we all care. 

CAREPACKS 

FOOD DRIVE 

October 1 will be our 

next collection for the 

Talbot County CarePacks program. Thank you all so much 

for your donations in the past and hope you will continue 

to help this worthy cause.  The food was delivered to the 

pantry in Easton the next day and was very gratefully 

received as the cars were unloaded.  This great outreach 

program now serves over 380 students in Talbot County 

in seven different schools.  We will have another Food 

Drive in the fall.  Again, thank you for your generosity in 

helping to fill the stomachs of these children in need.  We 

are truly blessed to have such wonderful parishioners 

here at Holy Trinity.   

Mission & Outreach 

Guess who 

volunteered 

to clean the 

pool.  Rumor 

has it that it’s 

hard to keep 

him out of 

safe water 

(not the Tred 

Avon) no mat-

ter where. 

mailto:lorajoseph1@gmail.com


Page 7 LIFELINE 



PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

UPCOMING CONCERTS  
at Holy Trinity 

        

 

 

Friday October 13th 7 p.m. 

Jeremy Filsell, Organ 

 

Sunday December 17th 3 p.m. 

Chuck and Robert Redd 

Christmas Jazz 

 

 

 

Tell your family and friends! 


