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Jesus’ gift: “I like to be with you.”
I recently watched a documentary, The Vanier
Way. This film follows a group of Canadian students
on their visit to the L’arche community in TroslyBreuil, France. This group of teenagers learn about
the core values of the Christian life from their
encounters with the disabled. Upon their arrival at
L’arche, these young people had to learn how to
befriend the stranger and overcome prejudices. They
had to cross over the
barriers that often exist
between the so-called
“abled” and “disabled.”
Through living in
community with their new
friends, they found that
any barriers they perceived would exist between them
were artificial. They only barriers that existed were
those they carried out of fear and discomfort at
encountering the unknown.
They quickly learned that in God’s community all
of us are abled, but
L’arche is an organization estabwe are differently
lished in 1964 by Canadian philosabled. Through
living, working, and opher and former naval officer,
Jean Vanier as a community with
sharing meals with and for people with disabilities.
the residents of
L’arche has grown from that one
L’arche, these
community into an international
students found that network of communities in which
at the table of
people with developmental disabilifellowship there is a ties and those who assist them
place for everyone. share their lives together. L’arche
As St. Paul wrote, “ has now grown to include 147
4 There are different communities in 35 countries located on every continent of the world.
kinds of gifts, but
the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are

different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
The L’arche model has taught that if a
community lacks inclusivity, it is an incomplete
community and its members are the poorer for it. As
stated quite simply but eloquently by Vanier, “The
heart of L’arche is ‘I like to be with you.’ What is
important is not what we do but that we are
together...The heart of relationship is to celebrate…to
celebrate life together.”
This is a hard concept for us to live into. It is
easy to love and accept those who are like ourselves
but much harder to do the same with those we don’t
understand, fear, or perhaps don’t even like. Yet this
is exactly what Jesus asks us to do with our lives.
Society today does not so
blatantly shun the other as in
Jesus’ times but if we take a hard
look at our towns and
neighborhoods we can see that in
many cases they are defined by
sameness. It is almost as if
there is something hardwired into our brain to seek
out that which is the same and familiar. However,
God’s dream is that we resist this instinct and instead
see the beauty found in difference. If we look to
nature for a clue about God’s design, we find a world
full of uniqueness and difference not sameness.
Let us strive to be a community that welcomes
all regardless of differences. Let us be a community
where people find, as in the words of Woody from Toy
Story, “You’ve got a friend in me.”
Fr. Kevin
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VESTRY NOMINATIONS
It's that time again to consider nominations to the
Vestry to be elected at our Annual Meeting next Fall.

The Vestry is comprised of nine Parishioners, each
of whom is elected for a term of three years. The
terms are staggered, so that each year, three members’ terms expire, and three new persons are elected. The Nominating Committee is comprised of the
Senior Warden and the retiring Vestry members,
who, this year, are Connie Greenhawk, Margaret
Munsch and Tom Reynolds, together with one forThank you to Chris and Kathy Gilson, Suzanne mer Vestry member, who, will be appointed. The
Vestry meets once per month, presently at 9:30
Beyda, Sally and Gordon Fronk, Ed and Ritze
Miller, Susan Wheeler, Jack and Pemmy Noble A.M. on the third Friday of each month. In addition
and Marlies Mraz for their donations to the JOPY to the monthly meeting, each Vestry member is exWednesday lunch bunch program.
pected to assume responsibility as a shepherd of a
Thank you to Mary Ann Hensinger for faithfully standing committee, program or mission of our Parish.
and enthusiastically facilitating the Monday
Women’s Bible Study throughout the year.
If you would like to learn more about the role of the
Thank you to the ECW for hosting the
Vestry or feel called to serve in such capacity,
Celebration of Life reception at which we bid
please contact Fr. Kevin, Connie, Margaret, Tom, or
farewell for our dear Bob Nelson.
me. The Nominating Committee will identify those
persons who have shown interest and involvement
Thank you to Ray Munsch for coordinating
another season of stimulating discussions for
in the life of our Parish, from whom it shall submit
the Men’s Inquiring Believers discussion group. three nominees to the Vestry at its July 20 meeting.
Great appreciation to the parishioners and
members of our community who turned out to
honor, Lew Richards for his WWII service and to
celebrate his 96th birthday. (see elsewhere for
photos). Thank you to Cap’t Bill Dial for serving
as master of ceremonies. Also, thank you to
Randy Welch for playing the Army Air Corp
anthem and Happy Birthday on the bagpipe!

•

Thank you to Beverly Rohman for continuing her
inspired leadership of Women on a Journey.

•

Thank you to Tim Wilson and the Chairmen for
setting up the Parish hall for numerous events
this past month.

•

Much gratitude is extended to Suzette Windsor
for her donation of the oriental rugs for the
parish offices.
Blessings,
Fr. Kevin

From my experience, I can attest that the role of
serving as a member of the Vestry is very rewarding
and not only expands understanding of the organization of our church, but also gives opportunities to
interact with many Parishioners you may not otherwise have come to know. I urge you to give this opportunity prayerful consideration and contact one of
us to ask questions and/or express your interest in
serving.
- Gordon D. Fronk
Senior Warden

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study concludes the study of the
life of St. Paul Monday June 18th. There is no
session on May 28th. A new study series will
begin Monday September 17th.

Men’s Bible Study, Inquiring Believers
Inquiring Believers are on summer break and
will resume in late September.
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Celebrate Summer Sunday June 3rd 9:30 am
At our 9:30 service on Sunday, June 3rd we will welcome in summer with several activities.
Hat Sunday : The first Sunday in June has traditionally been celebrated as “Hat Sunday.” This tradition started in 2011 as our response to our Anglican cousins who wore their
stylish hats and fascinators at
the royal wedding of William
and Kate. One of our parishioners at that time, Bill Vowler,
who is a Brit, wanted to show
his friends across the pond that we, in the colonies,
could be just as stylish as them. Thus, a tradition
was born. This year, with the royal wedding of Harry and Megan in May, we have another reason to
celebrate. We encourage you to put on your most
elegant hat apparel and wear it to church.
Diocesan Sesquicentennial Activity: This year
marks the 150th anniversary of the Diocese of
Easton. Parishes throughout the diocese have
been challenged by Bishop Marray to celebrate this
notable event by engaging in an
activity that highlights the number
“150.” Our Sunday School children
have come up with an activity that
will celebrate the diocese and tie in
the heritage of the Chesapeake and
the town of Oxford. Immediately following our service on June 3rd activity tables will be staffed by our
Sunday School to assist all of you to decorate 150
oyster shells with messages of hope and faith. The
shells will then be distributed throughout the community to spread the Good News.
Baptism : We will welcome Robert Beauregard Williams into the family of Christ with his baptism at
our service on this day. Beau’s parents, Jonathan
and Kate, were married at Holy Trinity in 2016
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Poetry Corner
Author : June Youngblut, D. Sept 26,
1982, a nun who died of cancer.
I shall do everything
Everything
That reeks and smacks
That paws at earth
Snaps its jaws
Gnaws a tail
And falls asleep
I shall do it all
Call like hawks
And crows and jays
Whistle high
And circle wide
Stoop
And ride the wave
As currents flow
Below above
And then
When I die
Lie down in love
Submitted by Susan Williams as recited at
Bob Nelson’s memorial service.
Blessed are they who understand
My faltering step and shaking hand
Blessed are they who know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say
Blessed are they who seem to know
My eyes are dim, my mind is slow
Blessed are they with cheery smile
Who stop to chat for a little while
Blessed are they who make it known
I'm loved, respected and not alone
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Sunday School

Care Pack Food Drive Before and After the
9:30 service on Sunday June 3rd

The Sunday School completed our year with a make
your own sundae celebration!
Once again we will be holding a Food Drive for the
Care Packs project benefitting those Talbot County
students (in excess of 400 children) who are in need
of (and qualify for) food on weekends. This very
worthwhile endeavor services four elementary
schools, two middle schools and two high schools.
The following is a list of INDIVIDUAL serving items:
Single serving cereal Raisins

Canned Pasta

Oatmeal packets

Applesauce Cups

Canned Tuna

Cereal Bars

Fruit cups

Canned Soup

Toaster Pastries

Pretzels

Instant Lunch

Granola Bars

Trail Mix

Noodles

Easy Mac & Cheese
This is a very organized, very well run program by extremely competent and dedicated members of our
community. All are very grateful for your continued
support. Thank you again in advance for your generosity. As well, we thank Doris Hughes for her efforts,
leadership and dedication to this ministry in the past
by enabling the parishioners of Holy Trinity to be
aware of and contribute to this very worthwhile ongoing project.
Lora Joseph and Brooke Myers, Co-Chairs

Daughters of the King
Next meeting is Wednesday, June 13th at 4:00

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY
Blessing Our Beloved Ferry April 27, 2018

Meetings for June:
Wednesday, June 6th-9:00 am to 10:30 am, finishing
up Man’s Search for Meaning
Wednesday, June 20th-9:30 am -Brunch at Beverly’s
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CELEBRATE OXFORD

LEW RICHARDS

On July 16th, we will hold our third annual Celebrate Oxford event by hosting a barbecue to
thank all the folks who make our community so
clean, safe, and secure. We have invited all the
Oxford employees or volunteers: the Oxford Fire
Company and the Auxiliary, our police, the town
maintenance department, our trash collectors,
lawn care workers, cleaning crew, postal clerks,
Coast Guard, guest musicians, and our Town
Clerk and Secretary, as well as the Commissioners. This will make for a great parish summer
social on the back lawn of the rectory enjoying
the beauty of our grounds and marvelous community.
Please sign up in Parish Hall. Our guests will attend for free, so we are asking out parishioners
for a donation of $10 to cover all the costs. A
wonderful time guaranteed for all.

Healing Prayer
The services on the last Sunday of each month
focus our prayers on healing. These services
conclude with an opportunity to pray with our
healing ministers for healing in your life or that
of a family member or friend. The Daughters
of the King (DOK), the women’s prayer order at
Holy Trinity, serve as ministers for this time of
healing prayer. As an order they take a vow of
confidentiality, so you may be assured that
your request remains private.
Also, the Daughters of the King commit to a
practice of daily prayer for those on their prayer list and you may request to be placed on it
as well by calling Fr. Kevin, Sharon Paz or any
member of the DOK. As with the prayer requests made directly to the healing ministers,
such prayer requests remain confidential.
Of course, if you would like to be placed on the
prayer list that we pray over each Sunday you
may do so by calling the parish office.

On Monday May 7th,
there was a Recognition Event for Lew
Richards for his service in WWII. Many
folks, dignitaries and
uniformed gentlemen helped make this a
wonderful event for Lew and we all wished
him a Happy Birthday, 96 years young.

Page 6

LIFELINE

Spiritual Formation

Summer Reading List:
In addition to your light beach reading you
might wish to pick up one of these books to
stimulate your thinking about the wonders of
God and the joy of discipleship.
Paul: A Biography by N.T. Wright. N.T. Wright,
the former Bishop of Durham and renowned
Bible scholar, has based this engaging biography on his extensive research into the writings and life of Paul. He argues that in focusing on Paul’s letters and theology, scholars
have in short, overlooked the essence of the
man’s life and the extreme unlikelihood of
what he achieved. “Wright takes the most
controversial and influential author of scripture and does something remarkable: he humanizes Paul. I was hooked from the first
page.” – M. McHargue
Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong About
the World and Why Things Are Better Than
You Think by Hans Rosling. I picked up this
book after reading Bill Gates’ comment: “One
of the most important books I’ve ever
read―an indispensable guide to thinking
clearly about the world.” Don’t let the fact
that Rosling uses the tools of statistical analysis scare you away. Rosling pulls back the
curtain on the real and miraculous story of
world development. This book is a great antidote to the ranker, negativity, and divisiveness that dominates the media today. Rosling
dispels our predilection to falsely judge the
real progress being made in addressing poverty, war, economic disparity, and hunger
based on using factual hard data.
Befriending the Stranger by Jean Vanier. Vanier is the founder of the L’arche communities
in which people with developmental disabilities and those who assist them share their
lives together. In this meditative work he reflects on how we form community and the important role of compassion not only for the
health of others but for ourselves.

Martin Luther by Eric Metaxas. In 2017 the world celebrated the 500th anniversary of Luther’s posting of
his revolutionary Ninety-Five theses. Luther is arguably one of the most influential thinkers of western civilization. Metaxas, best-selling author and creator of
Cicero in the City, examines the life of Luther and his
thoughts on the meaning of man’s relationship to
God.
Life of Christ by Fulton J. Sheen. This work of Bishop
Sheen is considered a classic work of the Christian
faith. A scholarly work that is both reverent and poetic. This is a retelling of the life of Christ drawn from
all the gospels which makes insightful connections to
modern times.
Humility Rules: Saint Benedict’s 12-Step Guide To
Genuine Self-Esteem by J. Augustine Wetta O.S.B.
The cover illustration of St. Benedict with a skateboard under his arm gives you an idea of the delightful journey inside of this book. Wetta drops the rules
of St. Benedict into a contemporary context that is at
once wise, joyful and humorous. Not a book to read
at one sitting but one to savour over time.
The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri Nouwen. Nouwen’s meditation on the
Prodigal parable was sparked by his viewing Rembrandt’s painting of the same at the Hermitage museum. Themes of homecoming, affirmation, and reconciliation form the core focus of his meditations. He
captures the perspective of each character in light of
his own life journey.

Calling Worship Support Volunteers
We are seeking volunteers interested in assisting
with our worship services. There are many ways to
become involved with supporting our services: acolytes, altar guild, flower guild, lectors, eucharist ministers, ushers, and/or daily office leaders. If you feel
called to one of these ministries, please see Fr. Kevin. We hope to hold training sessions in the near future. Thank you for your consideration .
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Music
Holy Trinity Choir joined forces with Waters Choir
and rocked the rafters at the Oxford Community Center for the fourth event planned by the John Wesleyan Church Preservation Committee. There were four
choirs from local churches to celebrate Frederick
Douglass 200th.

Service Musicians for June
June 3rd 9:30 am Women’s Ensemble and
Ashley Watkins, Flute
June 10th 10:30 am Delmarva Trio playing
Klezmer Music, and
Melissa Wise Slacum and Gail Aveson
June 17th 8:00 am Holy Trinity Choir
June 24th 10:30 am Dan Wright and Gail Aveson
July 1st 9:30 am Members of the Free ‘n Eazy

MISSION: CAMP AGAPE BOOK COLLECTION
One of the programs the Mission group supports is the Agape Ministries program. This
is a program for children of incarcerated parents and is run by our Diocese of Easton.
There are various programs held throughout
the year for the children to get together and
receive some special time and attention.
One program that we have been working
with is Camp Agape, which is now held at
the Diocese’s Camp Wright. This week is set
aside for our Agape campers, and one of the
things they do is provide a library for the
children to have a “book nook,” where they
can quietly look at a book. At the end of
camp, the children take home the books so
that they have a library at home.
We need you to help make this happen.
While the campers are ages 7 – 17, we
need donations of gently used and new
books for ages 4 – 17 as the campers love
to bring home books to their younger siblings. Also, Agape Ministries runs programs
for the age group of 7-17 during the year
and try to have books to distribute at all of
the events.
This year Camp Agape will be held June 1721. We are doing a book drive and will have
our bin out to collect the books. The LAST
DAY for collecting the books is Sunday June
10. Thank you for your continued support of
Call for Volunteers

Please let Connie Greenhawk, 410-226-5134
or office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org, if you are
interested in proofreading the Lifeline. I will do
a schedule and if you are unavailable, perhaps
you could call a substitute on the list.
Thank you.

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
The New Victory Garden

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Spring at last! Now is the time to plan
your vegetable garden. Don’t forget that
Holy Trinity will be collecting any extra produce you may have grown or purchased for
delivery to the Neighborhood Service Center for their food distribution. So go ahead
and plant that extra tomato plant. During
July and August you can deliver your produce to the parish house on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Please do not leave produce
at any other times. If your neighbor has a
garden, tell them we will accept produce
from anyone kind enough to donate.
Lets feed our hungry friends and let
the birds take care of themselves.
Thanks,
Tot O’Mara

