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Spring Has Sprung
We have waited long for Spring to arrive this year.
Our patience has been tested, our faith challenged
but at long last it has come – as it always does. The
resurrection of creation has begun. Look, it is all
around you. The beauty of God’s creative Spirit is
blossoming forth. You can hear the chirps in the
trees, see spiraling wavelets left by fish leaping out
of the water, and feel the gentle warm breeze brush
across your face. Rejoice. God has set the world to
always turn toward morning. The goodness of God
is laid out before you. Take time to delight in it.

"Such Singing in the Wild Branches"
It was spring
and finally I heard him
among the first leaves—
then I saw him clutching the limb
in an island of shade
with his red-brown feathers
all trim and neat for the new
year.
First, I stood still
and thought of nothing.
Then I began to listen.
Then I was filled with gladness—
and that's when it happened,
when I seemed to float,
to be, myself, a wing or a tree—
and I began to understand
what the bird was saying,
and the sands in the glass
stopped
for a pure white moment
while gravity sprinkled upward
like rain, rising,

and in fact
it became difficult to tell just what it was that was
singing—
it was the thrush for sure, but it seemed
not a single thrush, but himself, and all his brothers,
and also the trees around them,
as well as the gliding, long-tailed clouds
in the perfectly blue sky— all, all of them
were singing.
And, of course, yes, so it seemed,
so was I.
Such soft and solemn and perfect music doesn't last
for more than a few moments.
It's one of those magical places wise people
like to talk about.
One of the things they say about it, that is true,
is that, once you've been there,
you're there forever.
Listen, everyone has a chance.
Is it spring, is it morning?
Are there trees near you,
and does your own soul need comforting?
Quick, then— open the door and fly on your heavy
feet; the song
may already be drifting away.
Mary Oliver is a renowned poet who writes with
stunning clarity and beauty of life, love, and the
beauty of creation. She is also an Episcopalian!
We are entertaining the idea of a “Poetry Corner.” If
you would like to write or submit a poem, please
send to office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org. Space
permitting, we will publish it in the Lifeline.
Blessings,
Fr. Kevin
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Coffee Hour
This is a time of fellowship and conversation before we start our Sunday afternoon routines. We are
asking for hosts for both services in order to continue our fellowship. Sign up sheets are in the Parish
Hall. Do not be afraid, there is help to guide you and
the freezer is stocked with goodies. Please join us
and sign up. Thank you.

CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION
•

Great debt of gratitude felt for our Sr. Warden,
Gordon Fronk and Vestry members Wendy
Grubbs and Otts Schnellenberger for the
tremendous work they have devoted to the
Rectory project. Also to Larry Paz for his work on
the attic ventilation. We are blessed to have
such devoted, selfless angels amongst us.

•

Thank you to Ann Bellinger, Mary Klair, Deb
Smith, Pucky Lippincott, George Curlin for
assisting with the Just Once per Year Lunch
Bunch program in March.

•

Thank you as well to our wonderful Soup
Meisters; Larry Paz, Jim Foster, Bill Ritchie , Bob
Hyberg and Lee Walker for the wonderful
aromas and delicious soups!

•

We are grateful to the Benedictine Busy Bee
Cleaners for our sparkling Parish House floors.
Thank you as well to our “Chairmen” for moving
the furniture in the Hall and River Rooms so that
the floors could be cleaned.

•

Thanks to Meg van den Berg for her work as
Worship Support Shepherd.

•

Much admiration and thanks to the ECW and
their helpers for running another tremendous
Oxford Day Plant sale to raise funds for
missions. A special note of gratitude to Beverly
Rohman for her leadership!

•

We thank our Sunday School teachers: Barbara
Cross, Pucky Lippincott, Cathy Schmidt and
Linda Wilson for their inspirational and fun
leadership.
Blessings,
Fr. Kevin

Calling Worship Support Volunteers
We are seeking volunteers interested in assisting
with our worship services. There are many ways to
become involved with supporting our services: acolytes, altar guild, flower guild, lectors, eucharist ministers, ushers, and/or daily office leaders. If you feel
called to one of these ministries, please see Fr. Kevin. We will hope to hold training sessions in the near
future. Thank you for your consideration .

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study continues in May with The
Life of Paul. The group will not meet on Memorial
Day, May 28 but will resume in June.
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Celebrate Summer Sunday June 3rd 9:30 am
At our 9:30 service on Sunday, June 3rd we will welcome in summer with several activities.
Hat Sunday The first Sunday in June has traditionally
been celebrated as “Hat Sunday.” This tradition started
in 2011 as our response to our Anglican cousins who
wore their stylish hats and fascinators at the royal wedding of William and Kate. One of our parishioners at that time, Bill Vowler,
who is a Brit, wanted to show his
friends across the pond that we,
in the colonies, could be just as
stylish them. Thus, a tradition was born. This year, with
the royal wedding of Harry and Megan in May, we have
another reason to celebrate. We encourage you to put
on your most elegant hat apparel and wear it to church.
Diocesan Sesquicentennial Activity This year marks the
150th anniversary of the Diocese of Easton. Parishes
throughout the diocese have been challenged by Bishop
Marray to celebrate this notable event by engaging in an
activity that highlights the number “150.” Our Sunday
School children have come up with an activity that will
celebrate the diocese and tie in the
heritage of the Chesapeake and the
town of Oxford. Immediately following
our service on June 3rd activity tables
will be staffed by our Sunday School to
assist all of you to decorate 150 oyster
shells with messages of hope and
faith. The shells will then be distributed throughout the
community to spread the Good News.
Baptism
We will welcome Robert “Beau” Williams into the family
of Christ with his baptism at our service on this day.
Beau’s parents, Jonathan and Kate, were married at
Holy Trinity in 2016

ECW Retreat
On March 23rd, twenty-one women gathered together for our ECW Retreat held at the Retreat
House in Hillsboro, MD. The theme for our day
was “Uniqueness as women and what we bring:
God’s Invitation”.
Francie Thayer, director of the center, led us in a
day filled with contemplation, discussion, exercises in listening skills, personal stories, and spiritual enrichment. Francie prepared a delicious lunch
for us all and we left to return to our faith community with peace and lessons to share. As
someone said, “We came as acquaintances and
left as friends”. It was a day of great bonding.
We look forward to future retreats and we thank
Francie for this special joy-filled day.
Sara Wangsness, President
Response From Francie Thayer
Dear Sara and Sharon,

I don't think I will be able to fully express what a
gift to me and to the Retreat House your presence and the presence of the ECW ladies was
on Friday. That was a very special day. Thank
you so much for the invitation to be with you all
and to share a day of retreat together. What
rich and powerful stories were shared, and what
beautiful manifestations of God's Love filled the
space. The ladies were all so willing, so open,
even if they had never been on retreat before. What a gift we all gave each other.
I am humbled and honored to have been part of
your group for a part of a day. Your generosity to
the Retreat House---materially, spiritually, lovingly is deeply appreciated.
Sending prayers for you both and for all the ladies for a sweet, poignant, powerful and joyful
Holy Week.
God bless you both.

Cookout We will tie all of this together with an old fashion church
picnic by the river with great food
and lawn games.

with love,
Francie
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Harvey, provide
over fifty toiletry
gift bags with
Many thanks to our families for their dedication to
bibles for the
bringing their children and grandchildren to Sunday
School this year. Our last day was April 28. We have guests of the
Salvation Army
such delightful,
homeless shelter
thoughtful, kind,
in Cambridge; and
loving children.
provide for many in need through the Lenten Change
The four
for Change project.
teachers, Cathy
With over $800 raised, the children decided to use
Schmidt, Linda
the funds for the following:
Wilson, Pucky
Lippincott, and
$150 for food to be donated to the Neighborhood
Barbara Cross,
Service Center
have enjoyed
Two goats (male and female)
being the Sunday School teachers for our thirteen
Two soccer balls
students.
Forty chicks
This year we focused on Acts and the early
One share of medicine
church. Thanks to the
Food for three families for one month
support of you, our
One donkey
church family, we
Two mosquito nets
were able to provide
School supplies for two children
backpacks filled with
Three little pigs
school supplies for
Have a great summer!
students in Houston
impacted by Hurricane

Sunday School

ECW SPRING MEETING
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!

The ECW Spring Meeting will be held Monday,
May 14th, 2018 at 10:30am in the Parish Hall.
At this meeting, we will disperse the mission
funds that we earned during the Christmas Bazaar and the Oxford Day Plant Sale.
The Board will have some suggestions and will
provide a list of the mission organizations and
individuals that we have helped in the past.
We welcome new ideas from all our parishioners!
Please share these ideas with us prior to the
meeting so that they will appear on the list to be
considered.
Contact us with your suggestions:
Sara Wangsness (410) 226-5017
Linda Wilson (410) 790-8274
Beverly Rohman (410) 763-7095
Sharon Paz (410) 690-4472

Inquiring Believers
Inquiring Believers, the men’s Bible study group,
will continue to meet at its scheduled time of 6:00
pm on Monday evenings through May 14th, when
we will take our usual summer break, resuming in
September. We are currently viewing and discussing a lecture series, “Jesus and the Gospels,” by
Prof. Luke Timothy Johnson of Emory. All are welcome to stop by on Monday evenings, share the
snacks and engage in discussion.
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You Don’t Have To Have A Garage/
Yard Sale
Many of you will have read Al Smith’s article in
the April Lifeline describing what a gem is little
St. Paul’s Church, Hillsboro, and what a valuable
resource for the Diocese of Easton is the associated Retreat House. The Retreat House program is led by the very capable Francie Thayer
who spoke to us after church some weeks ago.
The building there can accommodate group
retreats such as our own vestry who held their
annual retreat and meeting there earlier this
year and twenty-one ladies from Holy Trinity who
met there recently for a day-long gathering.
There are limited overnight accommodations for
those in need of a peaceful time for spiritual recharging. Some church related groups meet
there regularly. It is a busy place.
BUT, although the House is reasonably well
equipped, there are still many needs of things
that could help expand their reach and more
efficiently and comfortably serve those that
come to them.

LIFELINE

Wish list for The Retreat House (cont.)
Indoors
Kitchen things:
Medium and large silver metal mixing bowls
Platters and bowls for serving
Sharp knives

Very large soup pot

Medium soup pot

Flatware for 50

Soup bowls

New fridge

9x9 clear glass baking dish
Other kitchen items
Indoor general :
Medium and large silver metal mixing bowls
Platters and bowls for serving
Laptop for the office
Wing back chairs

Standing floor lamps

Area rugs, all sizes

Washer/dryer

AND that’s why you don’t have to have to have
a garage/yard sale when downsizing, upgrading
or moving.

Dehumidifiers

Please offer the Retreat House those things
you don’t need anymore. Their needs range all
the way from tableware and kitchen equipment
to indoor furnishings and outdoor/landscaping
items. You may call Francie at 717-203-4403.

Split rail fence- rails and posts for replacement

We have asked Francie to prepare a wish list
which is included herewith. Donors will be given
a receipt for tax purposes.

Wish list for The Retreat House

Outdoors/Grounds

Sign with logo at entrance near the street
Benches for the grounds
More stones for the driveway/parking area
Native plants (American Cedar?) to mark edge (depth) of
parking spaces
Brick pathway from driveway to the church

Building construction/replacement

Brick patio at the entrance of the Retreat House building

New flooring in the kitchen

Dirt for raised garden beds

New flooring in the main meeting room

Gas powered push lawn mower

New windows on the first floor

Weed whacker

Stair chair for handicap access to 2nd floor

Picnic table or two

Exterior spiral staircase to exit 2nd floor
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Spiritual Formation

We have a new study group that looks at the Bible as a whole. The goal is to give each one who reads along
with us a comprehensive overview of the Biblical story and the internal structure necessary to fruitfully engage
with our sacred texts. We use a Bible curriculum called The Story which divides the Bible into 31 segments. Those
who participate can purchase the materials or simply follow along in your own Bibles each week. While the
creators of The Story may have a different theological perspective than many Episcopalians, their teaching
methods are sound. This curriculum is one of the best I have found. This group will meet on Tuesdays at 4:30

Diocesan 150th Celebration on May 5, 2018 at the Harriet Tubman National Park
This year our diocese is celebrating its Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary). A series of events will be held in the
coming months to mark this notable anniversary of ministry on the eastern shore. The first diocesan wide event
will be held Saturday, May 5, 2018, at the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historic Park in Church
Creek, Maryland. This event is focused around "Reconciliation" one of the three celebration themes. I invite you
to participate in this day of education, worship, and fellowship.
Details about this event are available through the link posted below. The deadline for reserving a lunch has
passed, but you are still invited to attend.
I hope you will join with your fellow diocese partners to show to the diocese the spirit and dedication of our community here at Holy Trinity. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the parish office or myself. See
the link below for more details and to register.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qEEKpVGxOk48J6o_A3nzgZhJ_B3wV77r/view

Habitat for Humanity Opportunities
Holy Trinity supports Habitat Choptank with volunteers to help build houses for deserving families and to improve
our towns. Buyers of Habitat houses must put in sweat equity, be in a defined income range and have finances
under control in line with Habitat guidelines. You may see houses under construction now at 201 and 205 Port
Street in Easton. Houses are also under construction in Cambridge and Hurlock, with some planned for St.
Michaels in the future. Since inception 25 years ago, Habitat Choptank has completed over 70 new homes.
Habitat is also repairing houses in Cambridge under a grant program. For every house built in Talbot and
Dorchester Counties, Habitat Choptank contributes money to Habitat International to construct houses in
countries with affordable housing needs.
Habitat has regular Tuesday and Thursday volunteer crews in Easton. Some church members are weekly
volunteers. Additionally, every second Saturday of the month, volunteers from Holy Trinity help to build houses in
Easton. If you are even a little handy, you are welcome to volunteer one Saturday morning or as often as you can.
Many find this to be a rewarding experience. Anyone interested in giving others a helping hand by volunteering,
should contact Otts Schnellenberger at schnell15872@gmail.com.
Habitat for Humanity Golf Outing

Another way to support Habitat is to participate in the upcoming golf outing. On June 8 Habitat will hold its annual
golf outing at the Hyatt in Cambridge. Anyone who wants to play or sponsor may follow the link below for
information.
https://www.habitatchoptank.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/golfbrochure_smallfile.pdf
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Music
April 29th 10:30 a.m. service
Melissa Wise Slacum, Soprano
May 6th 9:30 a.m. service
The Holy Trinity Choir and a Woodwind Trio

Tidewater Singers to Perform at Holy Trinity
The Tidewater Singers will perform “Love Songs
Through the Ages” on Saturday, May 12 at 7:30
pm. Come and enjoy the music of this well-known
choral group. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15
at the door. You may leave your name at Tidewatersingers@gmail.com or call 888-752-0023. A percentage of ticket sales will be donated to Holy Trinity.

Who’s Who?
We rejoice that we continue to be a vibrant growing parish. In 2017 we welcomed
32 new members. I firmly believe this
growth is the result of your being a people of
God who know the importance of hospitality
to the mission of Christ. With growth come
some growing pains. One comment I have
heard is “I wish I could remember who is
who. I am embarrassed to ask people for
their names.”
Well, we have a solution for that conundrum. A picture board was recently acquired
and is currently set up in the parish house.
Now, all we need is your beautiful pictures to
adorn it. We hope to post pictures with
names of all of our parishioners for easy reference and to show the beauty of God reflected in this community.

You can help us in one of two ways: 1.)
If you have a favorite picture, please drop it
off or send it to the parish office. We will
take care of copying it and resizing it and
printing your name(s) on it so it is all set for
posting on our board. 2.) If you would like to
have a new picture taken, Ray van Horn and
Jane Schnellenberger, our resident photographers, have offered their expert services.
They will be on hand durng coffee hours to
take photos.

Food Pantry Reminder
Spring is here! It brings warmth and buds of new
life. During this wonderful season, let us not forgot those who are hungry. Each time you visit the
Church, consider dropping a non-perishable food
item off for our local food pantry. We make a trip
most weeks and need your help in supplying
much needed food for hungry mouths. As always,
we bless you for your kindness and help.

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
The New Victory Garden

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Spring at last! Now is the time to plan
your vegetable garden. Don’t forget that
Holy Trinity will be collecting any extra produce you may have grown or purchased for
delivery to the Neighborhood Service Center for their food distribution. So go ahead
and plant that extra tomato plant. During
July and August you can deliver your produce to the parish house on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Please do not leave produce
at any other times. If your neighbor has a
garden, tell them we will accept produce
from anyone kind enough to donate.
Lets feed our hungry friends and let
the birds take care of themselves.
Thanks,
Tot O’Mara

