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GRATITUDE: THE HEART OF STEWARDSHIP
“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 1 Peter 4:10
It is time for our annual stewardship campaign. This year’s
campaign will run throughout the month of October. Our finance
team is hard at work building the budget for 2019. They do so
with a keen eye on fiscal responsibility as they seek to
determine the resources necessary for our church community to
effectively serve the needs of your parish and proclaim the
salvation of Christ to world. We are a blessed community. With
blessings comes responsibility to share the blessings bestowed
by our merciful and generous Savior with our brothers and
sisters near and far. The ministries of the church are your
means to express our gratitude to God. We seek, as Jesus
Christ has commissioned us, to move this world bit by bit into
providing a glimpse of the kingdom here on earth.
Billy Graham once wrote “God has given us two hands- one to
receive with and the other to give with… we are channels made
for giving.” We receive – We give. This principle is at the heart
of stewardship. On a recent Sunday I spoke in my sermon about
the attitude of Frederick Morse. When Morse invented the
telegraph which revolutionized communications, the first words
he transmitted were “what hath God wrought” a quote from the
Book of Numbers in the Hebrew Scriptures. What Morse readily
admitted was that this marvelous invention was not born of his
intellect alone. Morse had the humility and insight to know that
it was God that made such a blessing to mankind possible.
Without the inspiration of God, Morse could not imagine having
been able to be of such service to the world. We have much to
learn from Morse’s insightful attitude of gratitude.
As once written by Winston Churchill “We make a living by what
we get; we make a life by what we give.” Please join your fellow
parishioners in “making a life” and showing your gratitude for
God’s blessings. Please acknowledge God’s workings in all of
your successes through your pledge to Holy Trinity. “Everything
we have comes from Thee O Lord, And of Thy own” .

Frequently Asked Questions about
Pledging at The Church of the Holy Trinity
What is a pledge? As a form of Christian stewardship, a pledge
will support The Church of the Holy Trinity’s parish and its
ministries for the coming year. Your pledge can be fulfilled in
weekly, monthly, quarterly or annual payments. Pledges can be
paid by check, cash or stock donations. For accurate recording
you can use the weekly pledge envelopes provided to each
pledger at the beginning of the year. Pledge contributions can be

placed in the collection plate on Sundays or mailed to the parish
office. Although all contributions to Holy Trinity are welcome,
making a pledge implies a commitment to the ongoing life of the
parish.
How much should I pledge? That is a matter between you and
God. Theologically, we believe that everything we have is a gift
from God, and that our task as baptized people is to “keep the
gift moving” – to share what we have so that more can be given.
“All things come of thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given
thee.”
Is there a standard for pledging? As you pray and plan for your
pledge, please remember the concept of first fruits: a pledge
becomes the first item in one’s budget. Rather than choose a
fixed sum to pledge every year, prayerfully and realistically
determine what proportion of income to set aside for ministry,
and then pledge accordingly. The proportion will vary from
person to person, and over time. We give back in gratitude to
God a fair share of the gifts we have been given. Parishioners
should keep in mind that should a pledger’s circumstances
change, the pledge figure can be revised – up or down.
Isn’t so much focus on money unchristian? That depends on
how you define focus. If focus means a preoccupation with
money for its own sake, then it is indeed unchristian. As Jesus
said, you cannot worship both God and money. But it is striking
how often Jesus used stories about money in a positive way to
talk about the nature of Christian love. In the New Testament
writings, money is sacramental. The way we use our money –
whether we hoard it or take risks with it; whether we focus on it
for its own sake or see it as a means to further God’s love in the
world – speaks volumes about how we regard our lives, and our
relationship to the God who is the source of all we have, not just
our money.
How much does the average pledger at Holy Trinity contribute
each year? There were 125 pledges last year and the average
was $3,177, with ten percent pledging more than $7000 and
ten percent less than $500
Do I have to pledge to be a member of The Church of the Holy
Trinity? No, anyone who walks through our doors and worships
with us regularly is considered a member. We hope all who
consider themselves members will make a pledge.
Does the Rector pledge? Clergy households pledge just like
every other household in a parish.

Blessings,
Fr. Kevin
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CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION

What is the Rector’s Discretionary Fund?
A long standing tradition of the Episcopal Church is
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. So what is it and how
is it funded you may wonder.

•

Thank you to Trudy Guthrie, Nancy and Don Shuck,
Marlies Mraz and Suzanne Litty for assisting with the
Just Once per Year Lunch Bunch program.

•

Thank you to Jack Noble, Tom Reynolds and Gordon
Fronk who jumped into action when the Diocesan
Retreat House needed assistance with preparing their
church for renovations.

•

Much appreciation for our bible/study group leaders
Beverly Rohman, Ray Munsch and Mary Ann Hensinger
for helping us all find our way on the spiritual journey.

•

We are grateful to our Sunday School leaders, Barbara
Cross, Pucky Lippincott and Linda Wilson for helping
our children discover their belovedness in our God’s
eyes.

•

Thanks to Cora for putting together a magnificent
series of concerts this summer. Each concert was
special and played to a packed house. We are blessed
by Cora’s talent and generosity.

•

Appreciation to everyone who donated to Tot’s Victory
Garden campaign that provided fresh produce to our
brothers and sisters in need through the Neighborhood
service Center.

•

•

Thank you to everyone who pitched in to help during
Connie’s absence. You made it possible for us to keep
moving ahead without missing a beat (Well, actually
there were a few hic-cups but I take full responsibility
for those! )
Thank you to ECW for their generous contribution to the
Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
This fund provides
assistance to those in need in our parish and
community.
Blessings.
Fr. Kevin

Daughters of the King
Next meeting will be held Wednesday November 14th
at 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. We are all looking forward to the Diocese of Easton Daughters of the King
Retreat to be held at the Diocesan Hillsboro Retreat
House on Saturday October 13th from 10-3. If you are
interested in attending, please contact Midge Menzies
or the parish office. Rides will be provided if needed.
- Midge Menzies

The basis comes from the centuries old tradition of
giving alms to the poor by a member of the clergy. The
funds belong to the church and are administered by
the rector as he sees fit.
Many churches, and Holy Trinity, use the “loose offering” or the undesignated contributions in the collection plate on the first Sunday of each month to endow
the fund. Some parishioners also place checks in the
collection plate with the notation of “rector’s fund” as
a way of supporting this particular mission of the
church.
In the past the Rector’s Discretionary Fund has been
used primarily to meet individual emergency needs for
things like food, shelter, utilities but has also been
used to support the Oxford’s Kid’s Camp, the Diocese
of Easton, Recovery Retreat, Special Olympics and the
Good Samaritan Fund. It allows the rector the flexibility to address immediate concerns within our church
family and within the larger community as they are
brought to his attention.
Fiscally, the Rector’s Discretionary Fund is part of the
Mission Fund and is part of the annual audit.
Thank you for your generosity!

Taize Remembrance Prayer
Service
Tuesday, October 30, 2018
5:30 pm
This informal service will take place in the softly lit
Church. It will offer a quiet and reflective time. There
are no spoken words, just music and periods of silence for your own private prayer and contemplation.
Chants are set out in the service booklet and you can
just listen or feel free to join in. This evening we will
remember those who have passed on and offer prayers of thanksgiving for their lives.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH-OXFORD
502 South Morris Street, P. O. Box 387

Oxford MD 21654

2ND ANNUAL HOLY TRINITY MULLIGANS FOR MISSION APPLICATION
All Golfers and Sponsors are invited to the 2nd Annual Mulligans for Mission Golf Tournament and Reception. Everyone is
welcome…invite guests…you don’t have to be a Holy Trinity parishioner to join in the fun. Scramble format allows players
of all skill levels to enjoy and contribute to the round. Spaces are limited, so sign up early, but by no later than October 16.
All Entry Fees and Sponsorships in excess of expenses will support Holy Trinity’s Missions Outreach.
WHAT:

Golf and Reception

WHEN:

Saturday, October 20, 2018

WHERE:

Talbot Country Club

TIME/FEE:

12:30 P.M.

MULLIGANS:

Shotgun start for 18-hole Golfers - $120 (includes Non-Golfing Guest at Reception)

3:00 P.M.

Shotgun start for 9-hole Golfers - $90 (includes Non-Golfing Guest at Reception)

5:30 P.M.

Reception for all Golfers, Non-Golfing Guests and Sponsors

$10 buys three Mulligans; all the proceeds go to Mission.

Please complete the entry and deliver or mail it, together with your check, payable to “Holy Trinity.”
2ND ANNUAL MULLIGANS FOR MISSION ENTRY APPLICATION
Register me individually or as a twosome, threesome or foursome. The Committee will fill out the foursome, as needed.

Name

9 or 18

Handicap

Holes

(if known)

Telephone

Email

_________________________

_______

_________

______________

_________________

_________________________

_______

_________

______________

_________________

_________________________

_______

_________

______________

_________________

_________________________

_______

_________

______________

_________________

Enclosed is my/our check(s), payable to “Holy Trinity,” for _______ 18-Hole Golfers, at $120 per Golfer, and/or
______ 9-Hole Golfers, at $90 per Golfer; and ________ Mulligans, at $10 per Golfer, for a total of $___________.
Please reserve ___________ space(s) for Non-Golfing Guest(s) to attend the Reception, at no additional charge.
SPONSOR APPLICATION
I/We wish to support the Golfers and our Missions Outreach. Enclosed is my/our check for $100 to have my/our name(s) or
the name of my/our family/organization on a “Tee Box Sign,” as follows [your name only; we cannot add “in Honor” or
“Memory”]:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
[Print Name(s) or Organization]
Please reserve ________________ spaces for Sponsors to attend the Reception.

If you have any questions, please contact Gordon Fronk at (410) 226-1044.
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Vestry Candidates
Nancy Roberts
Although I spent all of my childhood and college years in
the state of Maryland., the past thirty-two years have
been in Princeton, New Jersey. I was baptized and
confirmed as an Episcopalian. My parents were always
involved in the Episcopal Church, and so I grew up
participating in many church activities, such as Youth
Group, community outreach, and too many potluck
suppers to count! My church family provided a “safe
harbor” as I navigated all those teen years.
I attended the University of Maryland and graduated
with degrees in Textiles and Microeconomics. After
working for several years in private industry, I decided to
go back to school for a degree in education. I
graduated from Rider College in New Jersey with a MA
as a Reading Specialist, and later went back for a
supervisory certification. I was a classroom teacher and
reading specialist for twenty years and then became the
Supervisor of the English and History departments for
the middle schools in South Brunswick, NJ. Currently, I
am working towards a MA in Teaching English as a
Second Language.
Dennis and I have been married for forty years and have
two children. Shortly after our marriage, we spent
several years in France, due to Dennis’ job. During our
thirty-two years in Princeton, we belonged to St. David’s
Episcopal Church, where I taught Sunday School and
was a member of the Alter Guild. I was also involved in
several community outreach programs and taught
young girls to prep them for their GED’s at the Florence
Crittendon Home for Young Mothers in Trenton, NJ. As
a hobby/passion, I breed and show Rhodesian
Ridgeback dogs, serve on the Board for my breed club,
and am the Public Education liaison for the club.
We have recently retired and moved to the Eastern
Shore last year. As I searched for a church, I was
immediately taken with the warmth and welcoming
atmosphere of Holy Trinity. Currently, I am a member of
the Alter Guild, a meaningful calling for me, and attend
the Women on a Journey meetings. I am honored to be
nominated to serve on the Vestry. I look forward to
becoming even more involved in the church activities
and helping to move the church forward in fulfilling tall
aspects of the mission statement. In particular, my
experience with supporting the needs of sixty teachers
and organizing public education activities within my
breed club will hopefully be beneficial to the church, as
we continue to support and expand the role of Holy
Trinity within the surrounding communities

Vestry Candidates
Dr. Edward (Ed) Delaney
I am honored to be nominated for the Vestry of Holy
Trinity and have been asked to share my background
and what I might contribute to the Vestry and members of the Church. I am delighted to provide some
of my career high lights and ideas for service to the
community.
I grew up in Hartsdale, New York and attended a
prep school seminary in Suffern, New York. I studied
philosophy at a seminary in Kansas City, Kansas,
then theology at the University of Salamanca, Spain,
receiving an STB (1965) and STL (1967) degrees.
During summers in Europe I studied Spanish and
French language and culture, as well as European
ecumenism at the Istina Centre in Paris.
Back in the US I taught theology at several colleges,
received a MA degree in religious studies at Manhattan College and another MA in human relations at
New York University. While completing a Ph.D. degree at NYU, I served as an administrator and faculty
member at several universities in New Jersey and
Connecticut.

I became a vice president at George Mason University in Northern Virginia in 1986 until I retired in 2000.
My “retirement” allowed me to became a consultant
to the US Dept of Education and several private colleges and non-profit organizations.
After my late wife’s death in 1992, I married Elizabeth (Betty) Anderson at Christ’s Church, Alexandria
in 1996. We met over sailing on the Chesapeake, so
it was only natural for us to eventually move to the
Eastern Shore in 2004. I became involved with waterfowl & wetlands conservation, first as executive
director/vice president of the Wildfowl Trust in
Grasonville and then on the boards of the Waterfowl
Festival and Waterfowl Chesapeake.
Betty and I attended most of the Episcopal Churches
in Talbot County until we discovered so many friends
at Holy Trinity and the Oxford community. Under the
leadership of Fr. Kevin, the Vestry and parishioners,
Holy Trinity has become truly the outreach church for
Oxford and the region. To support this mission, I sincerely hope that I might be able to contribute.
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Vestry Candidates
Tot O’Mara
Born Eleanor Anne Myers back in the Stone Age in
Oxford, I was lucky enough to be raised on the
streets and shores of Oxford. I was and still am
known to all as Tot. I learned how to sail from my
parents and fun summers at the Tred Avon Yacht
Club. Winters were spent in school in Easton and
exploring and hunting on the family farms.
After college I married my husband Jerry O’Mara in
1974. We lived south of Annapolis and worked in
DC. In 1979 we moved back to Oxford and were
busy raising our two sons and working the family
farming and hunting business. I have had many jobs
but never quite fashioned a career. Over the years I
taught many kids how to sail and a few some history
and geography. I worked for a sales management
firm in the gift industry and enjoyed working the office of a local boatyard.
I find the things that entertained and pleased me in
my youth are still important to me. I enjoy boating
and just about any outdoor activity. My competitive
sailboat racing days are over, but I enjoy the sport
as a race official these days. In 2000 I was proud to
serve as the first female Commodore of the Tred
Avon Yacht Club. To keep my competitive juices
flowing, I now endure long frustrating rounds of golf.
I love being GranTot to three boys and enjoy watching them grow to love the things that have made my
life so enjoyable.
As a child I attended Sunday school at the Oxford
Methodist church and like my parents was married
in Christ Church in Easton. After taking a somewhat
casual approach to religion, I was happy in the early
years of the new century to have found my true
church home right here at Holy Trinity. I have served
as a member of the Vestry and as Junior Warden.
The treasurer was always giving me a hard time
about spending money as we made long overdue
repairs to trees, bulkhead, HVAC systems, furnaces,
roofs and on and on. I am looking forward to seeing
how far the church has progressed in the last five
years. I hope more of our assets can go to mission
while maintaining our physical plant and not having
to make costly repairs.

KIRKIN’ OF THE TARTANS
Holy Trinity held its annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans service
on Sunday, October 7th. This service is held each year
to honor the role of The Church of Scotland in the
founding of The Episcopal Church. We also honor our
town’s many ancestors from Scotland who settled this
land. A Celtic Holy Eucharist service was celebrated
including our choir, guest musicians and members of
the St. Andrews Society of the Eastern Shore. We sang
hymns from our Celtic roots and held a Blessing of the
Tartans.
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Mission

Parish Harvest Festival October
28th at 4:30 pm
Harvest time has for millennia been a time given over to
celebrating the fruitfulness of God’s creation. We at Holy Trinity are holding a Harvest Fest Celebration on Sunday, October 28th starting at 4:30 pm. Our festival will
give thanks for the goodness of our community and the
fruitfulness of your labor in building the kingdom of
God. You deserve to be honored and celebrated.
What: A harvest celebration including music by the Free
‘n Easy Band, Polka lessons,
games, appetizers, and a
harvest meal.
Where: The festival will start
on the front lawn of Holy
Trinity and end with a Harvest Fest meal in the Parish
Hall
When: Sunday, October 28,
2018 at 4:30 pm
Cost: A side dish - that is
all! We will provide all other food and beverages.
How do I Sign Up?: Please sign up on the list in the parish hall indicating which harvest fest side dish you can
provide and if you can help set up or clean up. Or, call
the parish office at 410-226-5134.

Holy Trinity Milestones
Marriage: David Donohue and Melanie Hambleton
Passed on : Dr. Ann Webb

ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH, 10:30 am
(after the 9:30 service)

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study continues “Women of the New
Testament; series ends November 12th. A 4 part Advent will start November 19th.

2018.10 Lifeline Sunday School
We are off to a delightful beginning of Sunday School.
This year we are following the format of The Story for
Kids. We started out with creation. Our thoughtful, creative children are full of ideas and questions. When we
read that God created everything, a student asked, “Did
God make the devil?” Then when we discussed Noah and
the flood, a student asked, “Does that mean God had to
start His creation all over again except for the people and
animals?” Come look at our Sunday School bulletin board
in the Parish Hall to see what creations the children
made. They drew them and then named them. Poppy
made a chandelier narwhal; London a flying lllllo, and a
swimming bbbbo; Grant a candyland with candy cane
trees, cotton candy clouds, peppermint birds and more;
Grace made a flutter which is a friend because everyone
needs a friend; and Kelsey made a beautiful floral BK (By
Kelsey). We meet during the 10:30 service (so there is no
Sunday School the first Sunday of the month). If you
know anyone who might be interested, please let Barbara
know. Children are always welcome to bring a friend.

-Barbara Cross

“JUST ONCE PER YEAR”
The sign-up for the October 1-December 31st quarter was
launched September 15th and we are pleased to report
that all thirteen weeks have been spoken for. Thank you
to everyone who signed up so quickly! For those of you
not familiar with the program, this was started last October as a hands-on mission wherein one agrees to “Just
Once Per Year” purchase the groceries for one lunch.
The cost is around $100.00. The groceries get delivered
to the Holy Trinity kitchen on Tuesday and then Wednesday morning the Lunch Bunch members meet, assemble
the lunches and then delivers them to those in our community who could use a visit and help with a meal. It is
our way of saying, “We are thinking of you.” The JOPY
program invites all congregants to get involved in feeding
our community in this very personal way. If you have any
questions, please contact Sharon Paz (410) 690-4472 or
justsha33@gmail.com …she will find a week just for you!
The Flower Guild is seeking a volunteer to deliver altar
flowers after Sunday services. Pat Martin has been
very generous with her time for several years but she is
ready for a break. If you have an interest in this volunteer position, please call Ellen Anderson and she will fill
you in on what is required. Thank you!
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Music
Service Musicians for October
10/14 10:30 am Vocal Duets with Gail Aveson
and Dan Wright
10/21 8:00 am Holy Trinity Choir,
10:30 am Melissa Wise Slacum, Soprano
10/28 8:00 am Holy Trinity Choir
The Holy Trinity Choir invites you to join us, whether
it be for one week or a couple of weeks. Rehearsals are Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m. We sing at
the 9:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. services the first and
third Sundays of the month, along with special services. No experience necessary - just a healthy
dose of humor!
THANK YOU to everyone for their support of our
Summer Concert Series. Your willingness to help
with accommodating large audiences and sharing
such warm hospitality was greatly appreciated. Please mark your calendars for Sunday afternoon, December 16th 3 p.m. for an afternoon of
jazz/Christmas jazz with The Redd Brothers, Chuck
and Robert.
Cora Bruner
The “Wee” Safety Patrol Man

Denise Nathanson Concert

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Time of the Year, Time of Need
As we think of the Holidays coming and
the gathering of family around our tables
full of food, let us extend our hand to feed
the hungry. At our Harvest Fest, please
bring a canned food item, a gift certificate
for a turkey or a coat.
Our mission is to help those in need.
Can you imagine going to bed hungry, or
cold because you have no blankets, coat
or shoes. Or, going to school and made fun
of because of your clothes.
Be God’s champion, extend your hand
to feed the needy.

