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We are all seekers. We all have a spiritual
life. Unfortunately, we often look and listen in the
wrong places to nurture our spiritual life and give
meaning to our lives. Just as Elijah looked for God in
the big events occurring around him: strong wind;
earthquake; fire; we too look to find meaning in
consumerism, thrills, and all too frequently in
activities that result in addictions. We, like Elijah,
often look in the wrong places for the transcendence
that our souls seek. It is in the silence that Elijah
finally found God. It was in the still, small voice. We
too need to seek out where we may find that voice
that will bring real meaning in life. We need to create
the space for God to find us. Christ is always seeking
us out.
September is National Recovery Month. This month
presents a good time for us to think about how this
disease is impacting our society, families, and even
ourselves. You will be hearing a lot about addiction
and recovery in the next few weeks as the second
annual Project Purple campaign is rolled out in our
community. Last year’s inaugural Project Purple was
so successful in Talbot county that it has spread to
counties throughout the eastern shore.
There are many ways to understand the disease of
addiction. And, it has become increasingly more
complex and critical for us all to understand this
disease with the arrival of the opiate epidemic.
Nowadays, there are few in our communities who
have been left untouched by the disease of addiction.
There is no doubt that addiction is a complex
disease. It has genetic; biochemical; psychological;
social and SPIRITUAL components. I would like to
briefly address the spiritual aspects of this disease. I
find a useful definition that focuses on the spiritual
aspects of this disease to be addiction is "A
pathological relationship of love and trust with an
object or an event." (C. Nakken) This relationship is a
perverse relationship. The mutuality and choice

found in healthy relationship changes to selfabsorption and compulsion. The relationship with an
object (alcohol, drugs gambling…) replaces
people. Once begun, a spiral of downward movement
disengaging from life is set in motion.
If addiction does not start out of a spiritual
deficiency /disease it quickly becomes one. Addiction
is a deadly disease that attacks the very core/
essence of who we are. In other words, it attacks our
spirit. This disease has a major impact on spiritual
life through attacking the relationships between self,
others and God. Consequently, restoring a healthy
spiritual life is critical to the recovery from the
disease. Bill W. understood this when he was
constructing the 12-step program “after a while we
had to face the fact that we must find a spiritual of
life – or else.” (The Big Book pg. 44) The 12-steps are
a spiritual journey.
Addiction is a pervasive disease that is very difficult to
treat. Even when the alcoholic/addict is in recovery
the disease continues to progress. Therefore, it is
essential to ensure one’s spiritual life is deepening
and growing at a faster rate than the underlying
addiction. A.A. has a joke about this point:
“While you are in recovery, your addiction is doing
push-ups, so it can whip you the next chance it gets.”
One of the paths to recovery is the 12-Step program
that started with Alcoholics Anonymous. It may
interest you to know that the 12-step programs have
their foundation in the Episcopal Church. The Rev.
Sam Shoemaker of Calvary Episcopal Church in NYC
was the spiritual adviser to Bill Wilson. He worked
with Bill W. on developing A.A.'s 12-Step
Program. The theology of the 12-Step program is
grounded in our faith tradition. While the 12-Step
program is often thought of as only applicable
or those who suffer from one of the many forms of
addiction, it offers a profoundly spiritual program for
all.
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Thank you to Barbara and Mike
Sheridan, Simon Arnstein and Joan Levy, Al
and Eleanor Smith and Elizabeth Hansen
for making our Wednesday Lunch Bunch
meals possible during the month of August.
Deep gratitude to Jr. Warden Bill
Ritchie for his patience and dedication to
resolving numerous issues with our HVAC
systems, leaks, tree trimming.
Tremendous gratitude to the anonymous
donor who enabled the repair and
maintenance work on our Stain Glass
Windows. Their beauty is restored and will
be treasured for generations.
Thank you to Mike Klein and Ed Miller
for conducting an in-depth review of our
church insurance policies.
Thank you to our audit team of Joe
Fischer, Ray Munsch and David Urbani
for completing our 2018 audit and ensuring
we have appropriate controls and practices
in place to manage our Church effectively
and respectively.

Wednesday Lunch Bunch
Just Once Per Year Program
The Sign-Up Genius Calendar will be coming
out mid-September for the October 1stDecember 31st quarter. Be on the lookout
in your inbox for the opportunity to sign up or
if you have a particular date in mind, call or
email Sharon Paz (410-690-4472 or
slpaz@yahoo.com) and she will reserve that
date for you. If you have not already joined
and would like to be part of this hands-on
mission group that provides the lunch items
for the weekly Lunch Bunch group, talk to
Sharon. It is a very worthwhile program that
brings smiles to the faces of those who contribute, to the members of the weekly Lunch
Bunch group and to the recipients who receive the food.
Sharon Paz
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addiction, it offers a profoundly spiritual program
for all.
In my experience, those impacted by this illness are
wonderful, talented, and compassionate human
beings. And, when in recovery, one sees a level of
acceptance and honesty being brought into their
real relationships that is to be admired. Working
with our brothers and sisters who suffer from addiction is not just a job for doctors and counselors. They are certainly very important, but it is also
where we, the community and importantly the C
hurch, belong. We know God has not abandoned
them and we cannot either. God is there with them
in their suffering and in their victories of recovery –
we should be there as well.
As you travel the eastern shore this month as see
purple lights, take a moment to pray for recovery
for those individuals and families suffering from
this disease. Open your hearts to them, open the
Church doors to them. There is that well-worn
phrase “it takes a village” that applies here. It
takes a village to offer hope and recovery. It takes
kind hearts and spiritual nourishment of faith to
support healthy recovery.
Blessings,
Fr. Kevin

Flower Guild
We are blessed to have beautiful flowers on
our altar each week, thanks to your memorial donations and the good work of the Flower Guild. After services each Sunday,
flowers are delivered throughout the community as part of our pastoral ministry. Occasionally vases are not returned or
church members borrow vases for personal
use. If you have vases you have
not returned, we ask that you return them
ASAP to the kitchen pantry. At
this time we are missing some vases that
we need. Many thanks,
Ellen Anderson
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WOMAN ON A JOUNEY …….Resumes
The Women on a Journey book group is
back from “summer vacation.”
Meetings will be on the first and third
Wednesday of each month.
Plan on joining us September 5th -- 9:00
am – 10:30 am

In the Parish Hall
Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study will resume on Monday
September 10th. We meet each Monday at
9:30 am in the River Room of the Parish Hall.
The initial 10-week session will engage the
group in a study of “Women of the New Testament.” It will conclude on November 12. We
look forward to you joining us.
Men’s Inquiring Believers
The Inquiring Believers, a.k.a. the Men’s Bible Study, will resume its activities on Monday, Sept. 17th in the River Room at 6 PM.
With the exception of holidays, we meet every week from mid-Sept. through early May.
We have yet to decide on a topic or book to
discuss this fall but rest assured it will be
thought-provoking.
Last year, in addition to studying both Old
Testament and New Testament books of the
Bible and books by scholars concerning the
Bible, we introduced video-taped lectures by
Bible scholars.
If you are interested, simply stop by the River
Room shortly before our meeting time on
Sept. 17th. You may also call Ray Munsch at
215-356-2481 if you have questions about

Holy Trinity Columbarium ….
Peace and Serenity
Tucked back on the
water’s edge of The
Church of the Holy
Trinity property is
our beautiful memorial garden and Columbarium. Did you even know it was
there? Have you ever taken some time to
peek in the gates or walk the grounds?
You are in for a treat!
This unique jewel in Talbot County was inspired by John G. Carroll, in 1980, after he
had seen something similar in Scotland.
With the enthusiasm of other church members, and the efforts of local Oxford architects, Clifford and Melissa Coleman, the
Columbarium - with its low, brick walls and
slate covered niches - was constructed as
a repository for the ashes of deceased parishioners. Additional walls were added in
1996, 2004 and 2015, forming a lovely
and peaceful site for reflection and remembrance. In 2000, Dr. A. Gibson “Gib” Packard designed and fabricated the beautiful
wrought iron entrance gates. For nearly 40
years this lovely space has been the quiet
resting place for the cremains of over 150
parishioners. The grounds are specially
tended and the scrubs and trees carefully
maintained. A recent storm badly damaged one of the large trees, which has
been removed and hopefully will be replaced. So, take a few minutes to stroll
into this spiritual site overlooking the Tred
Avon River, sit quietly on one of the stone
benches that were donated in recent years
by the Platt and Kenton families, enjoy the
cool breeze from the water, feel God’s presence and find … ….a place of peace and
serenity.
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The Retreat House at Hillsboro
Several offerings are planned for the
coming months. If you are interested in
attending any of these events please call 1410-507-0368 or visit:
info@retreathousehillsboro.org
Good Grief: A Pilgrimage through Transition
and Loss
6 Wednesday sessions:
September 12, 19, 26
October 3, 10, 17
6:00-8:00 pm
Seasonal Quiet Days Autumn
Thursday, September 20
9:30am-2:00pm
Aromatherapy for Serenity and Peace
Sunday, September 23
1:30 - 3:30 pm
Retreat House On The Road : The Road to
Reconciliation
Sessions will be held every other week
during September and October at host
locations within the Diocese of Easton.
An Introduction to Centering Prayer
Saturday, September 29
9:30 am - 2:00 pm

Retreat House Update
Inasmuch as I am the vestry shepherd for
the Retreat House, I will be coordinating a
team from Holy Trinity to help with the project outlined below. Any of you who have
been there or have had the opportunity to
hear Francie Thayer, the director, speak
here a few months ago know what a splendid program is maintained there for the diocese and for the benefit of many others
around us. I hope that at least six or eight
of us can make it. No special skills are required, although our parish family is
blessed with many. We should rendezvous
at the church at 7:15 on the 15th September and probably be back in Oxford for
lunch.
Please indicate to me that you can join
us. Email: coconbonk@gmail.com or phone
at 410-822-2025.
We're sprucing up St. Paul's Church
and need help getting the sacristy
ready for painting.
With a good team, we can clear out, sweep,
vacuum & dust in no time!
We appreciate any time you can give.
Refreshments provided!
Saturday, September 15
8:00 am – 10:00 am
Thanks in advance for your support.
Jack Noble

Sweet Suites September 16, 2018 4 p.m.
Denise Nathanson, Cello
Two friends and colleagues have been playing together on sultry summer afternoons at Holy Trinity. This concert evolved from our time of music making, talking, and
laughing – a few of our favorite pieces! You are certain to enjoy an all British program featuring beautiful, light pieces from composers, such as William Lloyd Webber (father of Andrew Lloyd Webber). Included are the stunning cello pieces by Paradis, Faure, and Schubert, featured at Prince Harry’s recent wedding. This is a wonderful and rare opportunity
to experience Denise Nathanson in concert. Not to be missed!
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Music News

Star World Championships
The 2018 Star World Championships are being
held at the Tred Avon Yacht Club in Oxford from
October 5 - 13. 2018. This is an event that will
bring a great deal of activity to our small town
and requires hundreds of volunteers. You may
wonder what does this have to do with Holy Trinity? Hospitality is a foundational Christian value.
This is an opportunity to show to the town and
the world the goodness and welcome offered by
our community. It is also an opportunity for all
to practice the good Sabbath virtue of having
fun. I hope you will consider offering your assistance. As a church will be providing the use of
our tables and chairs, the Soup(er) Men will prepare a soup for one of the lunches and Fr. Kevin
will preside at a blessing of the fleet. Please
consider adding your talents and community
spirit to this event by volunteering. To sign up go
to:
http://tredavonyachtclub.volunteerlocal.com/
volunteer
All they need is your email and phone number
so they can communicate with you and update
you with any changes or announcements as the
Star Worlds get closer. If you have any questions please contact parishioner, Susan Devlin
(410-924-8080/sdevlin80@gmail.com) THANK
YOU!!!
Enjoy Singing ?
Come join the Holy Trinity Choir this fall!
Rehearsals begin Saturday, September 15th at
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Everyone is welcome!

September Guest Service Musicians
9/2 Melissa Wise Slacum
The Holy Trinity Choir
9/9 10:30 am
Dawn Steward, Alto Sax
9/16 8 am Choir
10:30 am
Aveson Sisters
9/23 10:30 am
The Ten
Habitat for Humanity in Talbot and Dorchester Counties has built 75 homes for hardworking families over the past 25 years. Habitat Choptank currently has 15 people in the process of becoming homeowners. All are now
working to build their sweat equity. Habitat
Choptank is about to begin a major new project
in St. Michaels.Seven single family homes will
be built. Groundbreaking for the first house is
on September 8.Habitat is gearing up for a
higher build rate by establishing new regular
work crews in Cambridge on Saturdays and
Easton on Wednesdays. Soon regular crews for
St. Michael’s and Hurlock are planned. This
means that Habitat will be recruiting about 50
regular weekly volunteers. Holy Trinity sends
volunteers to work for Habitat the second Saturday of each month. If you want to support the
effort to help deserving families, improve neighborhoods and have nice experience contact
Otts at schnell@goeaston.net
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Adult Inquirers Class
An Inquirer's class is a place to learn about
the history and beliefs of the Episcopal faith
and explore how your faith journey can be
enriched through discussions with other inquiring minds. Our 2018 Inquirer’s Class
will meet at a time mutually convenient to
the participants. If you are interested in taking part in this series of lectures please call
the parish office at 410-226-5134.
These sessions will conclude prior to Bishop
Marray's visit on December 16 and will serve
as preparation for those seeking confirmation, reception or reaffirmation of vows.
However, these classes are open to all who
would like to learn more about the AngloCatholic faith.
SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER
The hot and humid sunny days of Summer
are about to give way to the golden-brown
fields and bright yellows and oranges of Fall.
It’s another “wonderful time of the year” in
the village. And, with September, Holy Trinity
reinvigorates with restarts of Sunday School,
Inquiring Believers, Women on a Journey
and Women’s Bible Study. To our collective
amazement, two-thirds of 2018 have passed
and we begin to plan for holidays and 2019.
We can’t slow the cycles of time, but we can
live to enjoy every day and take full opportunity to participate in the activities of our
very vibrant Parish.
Support the Lunch Bunch, play canasta, anticipate trivia night and especially, in October, sign up to play in Mulligans for Missions
and join in the fun of Harvestfest.

will be held on Friday, October 20, 2018,
at Talbot Country Club. Last year, we had
21 golfers and 14 tee sponsors, as we
raised $1,500 for missions and had a
great time in the process. This is a wonderful opportunity for golfers and nongolfers to enjoy Talbot Country Club, while
supporting our missions.
Harvestfest is our fall fellowship event to
celebrate and thank all our congregation,
who actively support the activities of our
Parish. It will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 28, and will be highlighted
with festive activities for young and not-soyoung. So plan on joining us; this year,
Anne and Tom Demarco will be assuring
you that you don’t go away hungry.
But, as with many good things, it takes
money to keep and maintain our properties and fairly compensate our rector, administrator and music director, for all the
extraordinary work they do every day to
make our Parish among the most vibrant
of all in the Diocese; so look for the annual Stewardship Campaign to begin very
soon.

Thanks be to God to the anonymous donor who
enabled the restoration of our beautiful windows.
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New – Youth Group

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Blessing of Backpacks
No matter what year you are in school, if you
have a backpack and would like it blessed,
join us at the 10:30 service on September16
when we will host a blessing of the backpacks.
Sunday School will be begin on September
16th at the 10:30 service. Sunday School is
held at 10:30 weekly except for the first Sunday of the month when the church gathers
for a combined 9:30 service. This group
meets in the Parish Hall for a lesson and or
activity then joins the church service during
the Peace. After joining the service The children take an active role in the celebration of
Holy Eucharist.
This year we are pleased to have Sophie joining us as an assistant teacher. Other teachers include Barbara Cross, Linda Wilson, and
Pucky Lippincott.
If you are interested in having your child or
grandchild be a part of Sunday School,
please email Barbara at barbaracross22@gmail.com.

Congratulations to
Margaret
and Ray
Munsch on
their 50th
wedding
anniversary.!

A youth group will be starting up at Holy Trinity this fall. This will generally be aimed at
youth age 12 + but that is not a hard and
fast rule. This fall, the group will focus on
experiencing the presence of God in nature. We have plans for kayaking, star gazing and a forest experience that is known as
forest bathing. Beyond the nature focus,
through the course of this year, we will also
explore the experience of God that can be
found in service. Most activities will be located on the eastern shore. This may lead toward confirmation preparation if your family
and our youth are interested but that is not
the initial focus of this group.
The plan is for the group to meet at least
once, maybe twice per month. If your children are interested, I would love to know
which weeks and days that would work best
for you. Most of our activities will be during
the day time but some (like stargazing will
involve an evening.) The group may or may
not meet at a consistent day or time each
month - that will largely depend on the availability of your children. Once I know what
will work for our parish, I will coordinate it
with a few other nearby parishes.
Please note: one does not need to choose
between this group or Sunday School. As
always, Sunday School is an all ages event
on Sundays at 10:30. Also, if your child
(age 12+) is interested in occasionally serving as an acolyte at the 10:30 service,
please let me know that as well. The help is
always appreciated.
Finally if you or you know of someone who
would like to help me with leading this
group, please let me know.
Please contact Fr. Kevin 410-266-5134
with your interest.
God is good. God is great! Let’s get our
youth excited about the prospect of developing a deeper and richer experience with God.

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
ECW Fall Luncheon

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Monday, September 17, 2018,
10:30 am
Please plan to attend as we will begin
planning for our joyous 2018 Christmas
Bazaar. A delicious luncheon will be provided by the ECW Board Members. Bring
your ideas and bring a friend!!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
EVERYONE THERE!!
RSVP by Monday, September 10th to:
Sharon Paz 410-690-4472 or
slpaz@yahoo.com

