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Where Two or Three Are Gathered
A recent opinion article by Arthur Brooks in the NYT
jumped off the page. It carried the title “How Loneliness is
Tearing America Apart”. Brooks based his article on a book
by Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska, Them: Why We Hate
Each Other – and How to Heal. Both titles
are sobering and alarming especially at
this time of the year when we are emerging
from a period that is supposed to be all
about love, family and community. Yet, the
premise that these authors assert
resonates only too well.
The institutions and customs that have
provided the social glue for our
communities are increasingly fractured
and in decline. Work, which traditionally has been a key
source of friendship and community has become less about
the team and more about individual production - often
carried out in isolation. And, frequently changing one’s
place of employment has become the norm. Social
relationships are increasingly carried on through social
media rather than in-person. Families are increasing spread
out across the country and world. Additionally, church
attendance across America has been on a downward spiral.
Each of these developments contribute to tears in the fabric
of our society. Major long-term studies by Cigna and UCLA
show that loneliness has become worse in each successive
generation. One half of all respondents to the CIGNA study,
report that they sometimes or always feel alone - an
astounding statistic.
Both Brooks and Sasse suggest, that in their opinion, the
rise of intolerance, demonizing, and polarization across
America are a consequence of these trends in our society.
“Too many Americans don’t have a place they think of as
home - a thick community in which people know and look
out for one another and invest in relationships that are not
transient.” In absence of real community, people are
turning to the community of “angry politics” to fill the void in
their lives. A sense of false community is found through
participating in the expression of extreme emotions and
causes. It is easy to hate when one does not socialize with
the broad spectrum of humanity which have typically made
up our communities. Joining in such destructive activities
gives a false sense of being part of something legitimate
and meaningful.

Sasse thinks one key to addressing this malady is
“learning how to intentionally invest in places where we
actually live.” In other words, making a conscious choice to
live out our lives as a member of a community. Today this
takes more effort than in the past – we increasingly live
independent of one another. To live with a healthy
dependence on each other requires a choice to do
so – it is no longer necessary to carry out the day to
day functions of a normal life.
What is a church to do? An answer is in our
Scripture. Jesus said “A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.”John
13:34-35 Making a conscious choice to be part of a
community, assumes there is a community to join. I
believe that Church can be a launching pad for
creating accepting space where difference is respected and
valued rather than shunned. A place where all are welcome.
Jesus’ ministry time and again was focused on welcoming
the outcasts and restoring them to full membership in
society. If we truly desire to carry forth Christ’s ministry to
bring all people to God, we must address this issue of
alienation. When we create community, we all can live
happier lives, society can begin to heal, we can create, “a
kinder gentler nation”, President George H. W. Bush and we will know
we are doing the work of God.
I agree with the authors that now-a-days it takes a more
deliberate effort to create a sense of home. However, we
must remember that there are two sides to the equation of
making home – the individual choice and the community
choice. This community is known
for being a place where all can find
a home. It is a core value of the
Holy Trinity family. Yet, we can do
more and we can do better. I would
like to set a goal for Holy Trinity:
whenever we gather this year let us
intentionally think about how we
can create a more home-like environment where all will find
love, compassion, and acceptance. Let us make the
conscious decision of an individual to join our community an
easy one to make – an irresistible choice.
Blessings,
For in such places, there you will find the
love of God. “Where two or three are
Fr. Kevin
gathered…”Matthew 18:20
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CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION
•

Our December Fellowship Hour hosts: Wendy Grubbs,
Rebecca and George Gaffney, the ECW, John and Trish
Malin and Barbara Cross.

•

Thank you to our Just Once Per Year Wednesday Lunch
Bunch sponsors in December: Becky Bell and George
Curlin, Cynthia Orem and Jerianne Pugh, Pemmy and
Jack Noble, and Doris Hughes. You have fed and
gladdened the hearts of many.

•

Thank you to everyone who assisted in some way with
our Annual ECW Christmas Bazaar. A wonderful, merry
time was had by all and we successfully raised funds for
our mission ministries. A extra special thank you to
Margaret Munsch, Stacy Wrightson and Linda Wilson for
their leadership.

•

Oodles of Gratitude to our Altar Guild for making our
vessels shine, taking care of our sanctuary settings for
our special Advent and Christmas services. Your labor
enhances our praise of God.

•

Much appreciation to Cora and the Choir for the
wonderful, inspiring music during our Advent and
Christmas services.

•

Thank you to the Flower Guild for their work all year
round and especially for the beautiful Christmas flowers
and greening of the church.

•

Thank you to our youth group members Sophie, Will,
Josh, Nicolas, Colin, Paget, Garrett and Gigi for their
masterful cook skills making soup and brownies for the
Wednesday Lunch Bunch. Thank you also to Uncle La La
Paz and Cathy Schmidt for providing the expertise and
love!

•

Appreciation to Tot O’Mara and all of the donors to the
Salvation Army Angel Tree program. You have
brightened Christmas for many, many children.

•

Thank you to MOH Industries and especially Bill Myers
and Lee Phillips for refurbishing the Camp Wright
outdoor altar. Thanks as well to the Schnellenberger/
Wilson Delivery Service for picking up and delivering the
altar to and from MOH headquarters.

•

Joyous thanks to our Sunday School children, Grace,
Gran, Kelsey, and Poppy and their teachers Blessings.
Barbara, Linda, and Pucky for the inspiring
Christmas play.
Fr. Kevin

Away in a Manger-Work Crews Blessed Us
with Our Creche

Fun at Holy Trinity
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Poetry Corner

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER
“Oh, Come All Ye Faithful, Joyful and Triumphant…” Let the invitation implore each of us
throughout all the New Year. As Fr. Kevin welcomes us each Sunday… believers and questioning believers, young and old, renew afresh
our commitment to be faithful…to God, our
country, our families, our parish, our community
and ourselves. We have so much for which we
can be joyful every day of our lives. And when
into each of our lives “a little rain does fall,” we
can find comfort and support from our fellow
men and women, then emerge triumphant to
be joyful once again.
Having been so blessed, let us seek new ways
every day to be a blessing to others, to our families and loved ones; to our friends and community, and to the many whose names we don’t
know and faces we don’t recognize, but with
whom we must be ready and willing to share
the blessings of our lives.
In James 2: 24-26, we are reminded “that man
is justified by work, and not by faith only…For as
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” In the New Year, let all
the faithful resolve to be engaged, serve others
joyfully, and we will all share triumphantly .

The True Meaning Of Life
© PAT A. FLEMING, Published: July 2017
The Years have passed by in the blink of an eye,
Moments of sadness and joy have flown by.
People I loved have come and have gone,
But the world never stopped, and we all carried on.
Life wasn't easy and the struggles were there,
Filled with times that it mattered times I just didn't care.
I stood on my own and I still found my way,
Through some nights filled with tears and the dawn of new days.
And now with old age it's become very clear,
Things I once found important were not why I was here.
And how many things that I managed to buy,
Were never what made me feel better inside.
And the worries and fears that plagued me each day,
In the end of it all would just fade away.
But how much I reached out to others when needed,
Would be the true measure of how I succeeded.
And how much I shared of my soul and my heart,
Would ultimately be what set me apart.
And what's really important is my opinion of me,
And whether or not I'm the best I can be.

Holy Trinity Milestones
Passed on : Ruth Ann Bosbyshell

And how much more kindness and love I can show,
Before the Lord tells me It's my time to go.

Birth: Caroline Showell

Sunday School News
Many thanks to our Sunday School children - Poppy, Grant, Grace, and Kelsey - for presenting such a special Christmas program. Thank you, Linda, for coming up with the idea of using the recording of “Mary, Did You Know?” and
finding the perfect prop for Jesus walking on water. Sophie and Barbara and their original interpretations were a
guiding force – albeit with much laughter. Pucky and Stacey helped it all come together. The children also gave wonderful suggestions. They are incredible!
Sunday School will resume on January 13 as we continue to use the curriculum from “The Story” and see what
comes after David in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament). We wanted to learn about David before Christmas to help
the children understand why Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem and how everything is connected. Did you know
that Ruth was the great-grandmother of David? I had never made that connection before. We are all learning and
having fun together.
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ECW Christmas Bazaar

Fascinated by
Fascinators
made by ECW
members

KUDOS!!!!
Mission Funds
raised from all the
wonderful sales was
a record—

$13,849.72!
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WOMAN ON A JOURNEY
Women on a Journey will continue our reading and discussion on A Prayer for Owen
Meany by John Irving Note meeting changes due to New Years! We will be meeting on
January 9th and January 23rd 9:00 am – 10:30 am
in the Parish Hall
In February, we will be back to the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com

Camp Wright Refurbished Altar

INQUIRING BELIEVERS
The Men’s Bible Study Group will be taking a brief
pause after next Monday, Dec. 17th, to enjoy family
and friends over the Holidays and to refresh our
minds. We will continue our studies, which are currently looking into the Gnostic Gospels, on Monday,
January 7th at 6 PM. Please contact Ray Munsch
(215-356-2481) if you are interested in attending or
simply drop by on Monday evening.

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study will resume Monday January 28 at 9:30 am for a 6-week study on The Semon on the Mount. Contact Mary Ann Hensinger
at 443-439-6381 to reserve a study guide.

Flower Guild
Thanks to our wonderful Flower Guild members
who decorated the sanctuary at 9 am Christmas
Eve morning. These dedicated ladies give their
personal time and efforts for special days like
Christmas but also to design flower arrangements
for Sunday services. Please express your appreciation to them.

Youth Group
Our youth group came together on Sunday, December 9 for a service project. We put into action the
wisdom of St. Francis who wrote "Preach the Gospel
always, use words if necessary."
Our youth showed their prowess in the
kitchen and generous hearts by making a vegetable soup and brownies for
the Wednesday Lunch Bunch. In addition they decorated shells with messages of good cheer and love to accompany the meals. Larry "La La" Paz
and Cathy Schmidt over saw the kitchen activities with great joy and enthusiasm. Our youth also showed their
Bible knowledge in a competitive
game of Bible Pictionary (Ms. Barbara and our Sunday School teachers have prepared our kids
well!) All agreed they felt good doing something for
others and carrying out Jesus’ command to feed the
hungry (in food and spirit).

2019 Stewardship Campaign
Our 2019 Stewardship campaign is winding down.
If you have not yet returned your stewardship
pledge card, would you please do so? We have not
yet met our pledge goal to fund the 2019 budget,
but we know there are still many pledge cards still
to be returned. Please support your church and its
many wonderful ministries that are proclaiming
God’s Good News to our community and around
the world.

Gather
and
Count Our
Blessings
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Mission
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SHOP

Daughters of the King

Over six hundred children in Dorchester, Talbot,
Caroline, Queen Anne and
Kent counties celebrated a
happy Christmas because of
the generosity of people who
became their Christmas Angels by providing them with
gifts from their wish list. Thirty-five of those children were
lucky enough to have Holy
Trinity members providing a
bright Christmas for them.
Four vehicle loads of gifts,
including a truck loaded with
eleven bikes, were delivered
to Cambridge for this Salvation Army program. The children would like to join the following in thanking our generous parishioners.
Thank you Holy Trinity from the children, their parents,
The Salvation Army, the bike makers of America and Target and Walmart stockholders.

Lots of fun rolling in
to the Angel Tree
warehouse today,
including this load
from the Church of
the Holy Trinity in
Oxford and a couple
vehicles full from the
Dorchester County Board of Education. Many more to
come next week!

Holy
Trinity’s
Bike
Shop

Our Daughters of the King spread Holiday cheer caroling for homebound
members.
Next Daughters of the King Meeting on Monday, January 14th at 10:45 am.
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Music
From Spain to Spirituals
Danielle Cumming, Classical Guitar and John Wesley Wright, Tenor
January 20, 2019 3 p.m.

A unique concert of classical guitar and vocal music performed
by two highly acclaimed artists. Dr. Danielle Cumming and Dr.
John Wesley Wright are faculty members with the Music, Theatre,
and Dance Department of Salisbury University. Their concert will showcase their
individual areas of expertise woven together: classical guitar, Spanish guitar, and
music in the African American tradition.
Dr. Danielle Cumming is a classical guitarist, performer, teacher, and recording artist. Many of her performances have been broadcast on national TV and Radio programs in the
United States and Canada. She is in high demand as a visiting clinician, master class teacher, and jurist
for international guitar competitions in North America and Europe. At Salisbury University, Dr. Cumming
established the SU Guitar Festival and Guitar in the Gallery Concert Series.
Dr. John Wesley Wright is a prizewinning tenor, having performed for national and international audiences in major opera houses, concert halls, festivals, and toured throughout the United States, Europe,
and Japan. As a member of the highly acclaimed American Spiritual Ensemble, he often brings the ASE to
the Eastern Shore for workshops, vocal clinics, and performances. When Dr. Wright performs, the listener
is drawn into the music feeling all the emotions and insights of the composer. Audiences are mesmerized
by his performances. It is no wonder Dr. Wright’s students are prizewinners themselves. Dr. Wright is often requested for vocal consultations, clinics, and a workshop leader of singing in the African American
tradition.

Redd Brothers Concert

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Time of the Year, Time of Need
As we think of the Holidays coming and
the gathering of family around our tables
full of food, let us extend our hand to feed
the hungry.
Donate to your local food pantry.
Our mission is to help those in need.
Can you imagine going to bed hungry, or
cold because you have no blankets, coat
or shoes. Or, going to school and made fun
of because of your clothes.
Be God’s champion, extend your hand
to feed and clothe the needy.

