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The Beloved Community
In the January Lifeline I suggested an aspirational vision
for our community: “let us intentionally think about how we
can create a more home-like environment where all will find
love, compassion, and acceptance. Let us make the
conscious decision of an individual to join our community
an easy one to make – an irresistible choice.” This past
month, we demonstrated our ability to proclaim the Good
News through our thoughts, prayer, and action. I hold up to
you three examples of how you as a Christlike community
acted as leaders literally feeding the hungry in body and
spirit. Too often we tend to feel overwhelmed by the
problems around us and we become immobilized or numb.
Yet these three examples show the tremendous positive
impact we can have on making life in this world more like
“life in the kingdom” when we act as a family. We are called
“children of God.” Our Scripture uses familial language. We
are also described as “people of God” and as one “body”
with many parts that all act together. I hope these three
stories will encourage you to think about how, as a member
of the Holy Trinity family, you can extend love and care both
within and beyond our walls to our brothers and sisters in
need. Yes, the need is great but through trusting in God and
living as the beloved family of Christ, the seemingly
impossible becomes possible. Let’s dream big dreams and
make the dream of God a reality. Thank you for the
boldness of your vision, the courage of your actions and
your faith in our redeeming Savoir.

Coast Guard Support
The Church of the Holy Trinity led a campaign to ensure
our local Coast Guard were well fed and had access to funds
to cover living expense during the government shut down.
Individuals, businesses and organizations came together to
help us with these programs. Over 30 delicious and hearty
lunch and dinner meals were provided for them each day of
the shut-down and beyond. Donors from throughout the
community generously came together to provide direct
financial assistance to each of the guardsmen so that they
could cover many of their day-to-day living expenses. In
addition, groceries were provided for them to have food to

bring home. The individuals who contributed are too
numerous to mention but you or your neighbor are likely
amongst those generous souls. Businesses included Doc’s
Sunset Grill, Latitude 38, Garden and Garnish, Highland
Creamery/The
Oxford
Social Club, Key Lime Taxi,
Out of the Fire. Giant,
Carpenter Street Saloon,
and
Chick
Fil-a.
Organizations included the
Easton Rotary Club, The
Oxford Fire Company, The
Coast
Guard
Flotilla,
Temple
B’Nai
Israel,
Friendship United Methodist Churches and the Easton Girl
Scouts. This is but one demonstration of the love and
compassion of this marvelous community. God is well
pleased. Bless you all.

Rise Against Hunger – Youth Group Activity
The Youth Group’s January activity
was to join in the Easton Rotary
Club’s Rise Against Hunger
campaign on Saturday January 26
at the Water Fowl building.
Unfortunately, due to some
unavoidable Scout and School
activities our group was going to
be smaller than expected. So, we
also invited several of our families
and had a group of people from
age 5 upward to adulthood
helping with this effort. Except it
seemed like no effort at all - more
like a party. Along with other groups we created and
packaged over 20,000 meals that will be distributed to the
hungry around the world. Jesus instructed us to feed the
hungry. We did so and had a marvelous time of fellowship,
music, dancing and laughter. Each packet brings God’s
dream for all of his children a little closer
Blessings,
to fruition.

Continued on page 2
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Dear Holy Trinity Parishioners,

Tremendous gratitude and appreciation to all the
individuals, businesses, and organizations who helped
feed and support our Coasties during the government
shut down. You all demonstrate the care and
compassion for which this community is known.

Recently I asked my sister, Louise Thorndike, to let you know how your prayers for my
nephew's recovery have been answered with incredible results.

My nephew, Scott Swartzwelder, has been
working diligently to overcome the life threatening
Thank you to Susan Wheeler, Midge Menzies,
injuries that he endured six months ago in a major
Margaret & Ray Munsch, Kathy Becker, Tot O’Mara ,
Shirley Grubbs, Connie Greenhawk, Jim Foster, and
car accident. Last June, when I asked Louise to put
Deb Smith for their contributions to the JOPY
him on your prayer list, Scott was in a medically
Wednesday Lunch Bunch Program for January and
induced coma in order to stabilize him due to
February.
many unknown injuries. Scott remained in the coma for a good two weeks. It was determined during
Thank you to Ellen & Gil Anderson, Elspeth and Bill
that time that he had received major brain damage
Ritchie, Sandy & Ron Kaufman, Mickey & Susan
as well as other injuries that still had to be adDelean-Botkin Terrone, Loretta & Marshall Blume,
Susan & Earl Segal and Rebecca & George Gaffney for dressed.
hosting our Sunday Fellowship Hours in January.

•

•

•
•

Today, with the help of your prayers, Scott has
been in a period of major recovery! Scott has been
cared for by the specialists at the renowned brain
trauma center at the University of Louisville. With
his parents continuously providing loving care,
Thank you to Otts Schnellenberger, Ray Van Horn, Curt Scott has been able to return to living on his own
and is looking forward to re-employment as soon
Reintsma, Tim Wilson, and Dick Deerin for their
as he is allowed. For the family,
selfless labor building homes through Habitat for
this is a miracle. Scott has
Humanity - Choptank.
worked through many stages
Thank you to Al Smith and Jack Noble for serving on
that one goes through in such a
the Bishop’s Committee for the Retreat House.
recovery process. Each time he
Thank you to Josh & Will Schmidt and Colin and Garret met a new threshold, we wondered if it would be the final
Lang for honoring Holy Trinity with hosting Scout
plateau. But, he continues to
Sunday and congratulations to them for their good
improve!
work.
Thank you to all of our acolytes, lectors, ushers, choir,
and the altar and flower guilds for doing their part in
making our worship services times of beauty and
reverence.

•

Thank you to the many individuals who helped Cora
and I host the wonderful John Wesley Wright and
Danielle Cumming concert.

•

Thank you with great appreciation to
Cynthia Orem for stitching Fr. Kevin’s
stole for the 15th Diocesan Celebration
Eucharist. It Is beautiful!

Blessings.
Fr. Kevin

Thank you so much for your supportive prayers. Knowing that Scott was in your prayers meant
a great deal to his grandmother and parents. The
power of prayer can be amazing!
May God bless you,
Debbie Weeks Dust
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Holy Trinity Milestones
Baptism:

Bennett Elise Herget Johnson
Caroline Showell

Passed on : The Rev. David E. Abercrombie
The Rev. Michael Murray
W. Perry Welch
Marshall Blume
Lew Richards

Poetry Corner
Perfection
© MATTHEW
Published: June 2016

Perfection was created
to make us feel imperfect,
but imperfect, of course,
is the perfect thing to be.

We spend every hour of every day,
every day of every week,
trying to be different,
trying to be unique.
Our nature is to search
for answers to life's questions,
concepts we don't understand,
like "What is perfection?"
You strive to be "perfect,"
a term you don't understand.
You should be yourself
before it gets out of hand.

Rise Against
Hunger —
Helping
Hands

Surely happiness is of priority
over a word like "perfection,"
so ask yourself this,
Who looks back in your reflection?
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/perfection-14

Join us for our annual
Community Pancake
Supper on Tuesday,
March 5th at 5:30 pm
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2019 STEWARDSHIP

LUNCH BUNCH

CAMPAIGN RESULTS
In October we kicked off the 2019 Stewardship Campaign for Holy Trinity. The results are in.
We initially set goals of `125 pledge units and
$400,000 for the Campaign. As of January 31st
we have received 128 pledge units totaling
$392,838.26. As always, there will probably be a
few more pledges which will trickle in over the
next few weeks.
The goals which were set were ambitious. Our
results are above goal in pledge units, but just
slightly short of our dollar goal. And both
measures exceed 2018. Well done!
We want to extend our thanks to all who have
participated in this year’s Campaign. The funds
received are vital in maintaining the wide range
of activities in which Holy Trinity engages and in
maintaining our financial strength.
As Kevin would say, BLESSINGS.
Al Smith, co-chair

CHAIRPERSON NEEDED ASAP
A new chairperson is needed for our Lunch
Bunch program. As of April 2019 our Lunch Bunch
coordinators, Deb Smith and Susan Wheeler, have
a need to be relieved of their leadership positions.
A job description is available.
We also need substitute helpers who can assist in the kitchen and drivers who can deliver the
lunches. We currently provide about 35 lunches
and the delivery is broken into two routes: Oxford
and Trappe. This is a weekly commitment so at
times due to illness, vacations or for other reasons, we do find ourselves short staffed.
Please contact Debbie Smith (410-3107502), Susan Wheeler (410-822-9210) or the
Parish office (410-226-5134) if you are interested
in helping with this long-standing Holy Trinity outreach program. We deliver to shut-ins and those
recuperating from illness and surgery.

Tom Reynolds, co-chair

United Thanks Offering
Each year we participate in the United Thank Offering. UTO encourages people to notice the good
things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering for each
blessing using a UTO Blue Box. UTO is entrusted to receive the offerings, and to distribute the
100% of what is collected to support innovative mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal
Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion. This year we especially thank Sara Flynn and
the ECW for conducting our UTO campaign. And, we thank all of you for your generosity. Generosity
allowed $1,539.25 to be sent to UTO.

Joke Corner
Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories. She was puzzled by
Kyle’s picture, which showed four people on an airplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to represent. “The flight to Egypt,” said Kyle.
“I see … And that must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus,” Ms. Terri said.
“But who’s the fourth person?”
“Oh, that’s Pontius – the Pilot
A little boy was attending his first wedding. After the service, his cousin asked him, “How many women can
a man marry?” “Sixteen,” the boy responded. His cousin was amazed that he had an answer so quickly.
“How do you know that?” “Easy,” the little boy said. “All you have to do is add it up, like the Bishop said: 4
better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.”
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OXFORD DAY ECW PLANT SALE
WOMAN ON A JOURNEY
Women on a Journey book group is
off to a great start! We are finishing
up our reading of A Prayer for Owen Meany by John
Irving and will soon start another book that has just
been published ---- Women Rowing North: Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing as We Age by
Mary Pipher. We will be meeting:
March 6th and March 20th --- 9:00 am – 10:30 am

In the Parish Hall

For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com

Save the Date ----- April 27, 2019
Spring is coming…….please plan on buying your
garden plants at the ECW Holy Trinity Plant Sale
on Oxford Day
Pre-sale order forms for Geraniums from 4.5” to
14” will be available in the April Lifeline.
Come join in the fun! Lots of helpers needed.
Please contact Beverly Rohman at
beverlyrohman@gmail.com or 410-829-9561
ALL proceeds go to support
Local Needs and Missions!

ECW WOMEN"S RETREAT

INQUIRING BELIEVERS

A women's retreat will be held at the Hillsboro Retreat House on Friday, April 5th, 2019. Please mark
your calendars and save this date! More information to follow

The Men’s Bible Study Group continues their
studies, which are currently looking into the
Gnostic Gospels, on Mondays at 6 PM. Please
contact Ray Munsch (215-356-2481) if you are
interested in attending or simply drop by on Monday evening.

Fun at
Holy
Trinity

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study on the Sermon on the
Mount ends Monday, March 4. A 6-week Lenten
study, “Were You There?” begins Monday, March
11 at 9:30 am. To reserve a study booklet contact Mary Ann Hensinger at 443.439.6381 .

Calling All Altar Guild Members
March 29, 2019
10 AM
It is time to get ready for our Easter services and
we need all to participate. Please come to the Parish Hall kitchen to help make all our silver and
brass beautiful. Many hands make light work, and
we have great fellowship besides. Respond to your
Team captain to let us know you are coming.
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Mission
Habitat for Humanity
Since 1992 Habitat Choptank has made it possible for local, hard-working families in Talbot and Dorchester Counties to achieve the dream of home ownership. As of the end of 2018 there are 17 qualified
buyers in line for a house. In Talbot County, Habitat has 3 houses under construction in Easton and 4
with ground broken in St. Michaels (and 3 to follow). Houses are under construction in Cambridge as
well.
The 4th house in St. Michaels is a “Faith Build”. This means churches from our area have come together
to provide the funds needed for construction. The $55,000 needed to start the house has nearly been
raised. Holy Trinity has donated $5,000 from the Mission Fund in support of this construction. Another
$55,000 is needed to complete the house. A campaign is underway to raise the funds needed.
A group orientation will be held for those who would like to participate in the construction, and have not
been previous volunteers for Habitat. The timing of this orientation is to be announced.
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Music
Choral Evensong March 31 at 4:00 pm with the Andrean Vocal Ensemble
A Lenten Evensong service will be held on Sunday March 31, at 4:00 pm with music provided by the Andrean Vocal Ensemble of St Andrew’s School, from Middletown Delaware. Choral Evensong is a service
of sung evening prayer,
the text of which is almost entirely from the
Bible. Sung psalms and
canticles are interwoven
with readings from the
Old and New testaments
and the recitation of the
Apostle’s Creed and
Lord’s Prayer. Other
prayers and hymns may
be drawn fro the many
centuries of the Christian Church. St Andrew’s student choir has
joined us previously for
Advent Evensong services of great beauty.

Jazz Duo
Friday, March 22nd 7 p.m.
Holy Trinity is excited to offer a fun concert by our good friend Chuck Redd and
American guitarist Nate Najar. They are offering selections from The American Popular
Songbook, Jazz, Brazilian and Classical music. A unique blend of vibraphone and guitar
by world class musicians with incredible technique and musicianship is sure to provide a
great evening of music. Bring a friend and
plan to join us!
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151st Annual Convention
of the Diocese of Easton
Friday, March 1
to Sunday March 3
The 151st Annual Convention of the Diocese of
Easton will be held on Friday, March 1st (Business
Session), Saturday, March 2nd (Evangelism Conference and Convention Banquet),
and Sunday, March 3rd (151st Celebratory—Diocesan-wide—Eucharist with Presiding Bishop, The Most Rev. Michael Curry), at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay
Resort in Cambridge, Maryland.
An evangelism conference “Ignite the Way: Loving through discipleship, evangelism & mission” will be held on Saturday from 9:00 am – 3:30 pm. All parishioners
are encouraged to attend. Registration forms are available through the parish office.
At the convention dinner on Saturday, March 2 at 6:00, Doris Hughes and Al Smith
will be receiving special awards from the Bishop for their contributions to this diocese.
The evening will also include a presentation of the one-woman play: Harriet Tubman:
The Chosen One by actress, Gwendolyn Briley-Strand. If you are interested in attending this dinner, registration forms are available through the parish office.

All are invited to The Celebration Eucharist with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on Sunday, March 3 at 12 noon at the Hyatt Regency.
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LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

Ash Wednesday Services 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Mid-week Holy Eucharist on Wednesdays at 8:30
a.m.
Sunday March 3
Rite I Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Sunday March 10
Rite II Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.
Family Holy Eucharist & Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Sunday March 17*
Celtic Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.
Celtic Family Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
10:30 a.m.

Sunday March 24*
New Zealand Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.
New Zealand Family Holy Eucharist & Sunday
School 10:30 a.m.
Sunday March 31*
Kenya Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.
Kenyan Family Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
10:30 a.m.

Evensong Service with Andrean Choir 4:00 p.m.
Sunday April 7*
West Indies Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
*We are part of the worldwide Anglican Communion. On these Sundays we will celebrate Holy Eucharist using the liturgical forms of other provinces. .

Blessed are the
Children of God
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Sunday School News
JESUS LOVES YOU!
That is the theme of this session of Sunday School as
we learn about Jesus and God’s unconditional love
for us. YOU can help us celebrate this love. The children have decorated the words JESUS LOVES YOU for
the bulletin board by the refreshment tables. There
are post-it notes for you to write a word or phrase of
what you think of when you think of Jesus. Please
help us celebrate the love of Jesus!
Barbara Cross

Wye Mill Amelioration Effort

Preserving History

Hello, my name is Joshua Schmidt. I
haven’t been in church for a while because I
have been doing many activities with Boy
Scouts Troop 532. I have also been enjoying
the youth group activities with Father Kevin.
I am currently working on my Eagle Scout
Project. I will be putting in a brick walk-way,
a small ramp, replacing split rail fences, putting down gravel and planting wild flowers. I
need to raise money for this project. I have
estimated that I will need $730 for this. I
have to have my project completed by May
1st, which is a while away but, Eagle projects have a lot of paperwork. If you would
like to donate to my project, you may contact
me at 410-820-5169 or at
garnish.cathy@atlanticbb.net.

Hello there, my name is Will Schmidt and I used
to go to Sunday School here at Holy Trinity. I am
currently in youth group with Father Kevin. I am a
Life Scout with Troop 532 and I am working on
achieving the Eagle Scout rank.
My Eagle project is to build an observation
deck and redo a walkway at the Old Wye Mill in
Wye Mills. I am building this deck so people may
observe the mill wheel in action without having to
worry about falling in the water. I have chosen this
particular project because I very much enjoy history and I think it’s important to preserve it. I plan on
beginning my project in March 2019.
If you are interested in donating money or materials for my project, it would be very helpful. Even
$1 can make a difference. Or if you just want to
hear about my project, I would be happy to talk to
you. You may contact me at 410-820-5169 or at
garnish.cathy@atlanticbb.net.
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Scout Sunday

Sunday School Helps with Change
The Sunday School children will once again be collecting money for their “Change for Change” project
during Lent. To do this, we need your help. There will be big jars in the back of the church and in the
Parish Hall. Please bring in your loose change and put it in the jars. Some people also like to put in paper currency or checks. At Easter time we count up all the money and then go through catalogs (in the
past we have used Episcopal Relief Development and Food for the Poor) and decide what to purchase
to help others. Some items we have purchased include goats, ducks, three little pigs, trees, farming
tools, an education for children, rice and beans, solar cook stoves, a donkey, mosquito netting, soccer
balls, etc. The discussions by the children are thoughtful and priceless. Thank you in advance for helping us. This project helps the children see the needs of others and that there is something they can do
to help this world be a better place.

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Join us for our annual Community Pancake Supper on
Tuesday, March 5th
at 5:30 pm

