Lifeline

VOLUME 12
ISSUE 6

June 2019

The Church of the Holy Trinity
An Episcopal Church
office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org
A Messa ge fr o m Our R ec to r , Fr. Kevin M. Cross
As Bishop Bud Shand shared in his homily, on Sunday,
May 19th, Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry has proposed
a Rule of Order, a Way of Life for our times. As I was on my
sabbatical period of rest, I decided to share with you The
Way of Love: Practices for Jesus-Centered Life. It outlines a
Rule for the our branch of the Jesus Movement. The way
of Jesus is the Way of Love, and that way has the power to
change lives.
TURN : Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus
As Jesus was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him “Follow me.”
And he got up and followed him. – Mark 2:14. Like the
disciples, we are called by Jesus to follow the Way of Love.
With God’s help, we can turn from the powers of sin,
hatred, fear, injustice, and oppression toward the way of
truth, love, hope, justice, and freedom. In turning, we
reorient our lives to Jesus Christ, falling in love again,
again, and again.
LEARN : Reflect on Scripture each day, especially on
Jesus’ life and teachings.
“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home
with them.” – John 14:23. By reading and reflecting on
Scripture, especially the life and teachings of Jesus, we
draw near to God and God’s word dwells in us. When we
open our minds and hearts to Scripture, we learn to see
God’s story and God’s activity in everyday life.
PRAY : Dwell intentionally with God each day
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples.” – Luke 11:1. Jesus
teaches us to come before God with humble hearts, boldly
offering our thanksgivings and concerns to God or
simply listening for God’s voice in our lives and in
the world. Whether in thought, word or deed,
individually or corporately, when we pray we invite
and dwell in God’s loving presence.
WORSHIP : Gather in community weekly to thank,
praise, and dwell with God
When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him. – Luke
24:30-31a. When we worship, we gather with others
before God. We hear the Good News of Jesus Christ, give

thanks, confess, and offer the brokenness of the world to
God. As we break bread, our eyes are opened to the
presence of Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are
made one body, the body of Christ sent forth to live the
Way of Love.
BLESS: Share faith and unselfishly give and serve
Freely you have received; freely give. – Matthew 10:8
Jesus called his disciples to give, forgive, teach, and heal
in his name. We are empowered by the Spirit to bless
everyone we meet, practicing generosity and compassion,
and proclaiming the Good News of God in Christ with
hopeful words and selfless actions. We can share our
stories of blessing and invite others to the Way of Love.
GO: Cross boundaries, listen deeply and live like Jesus
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” – John 20:21. As
Jesus went to the highways and byways, he sends us
beyond our circles and comfort, to witness to the love,
justice, and truth of God with our lips and with our lives.
We go to listen with humility and to join God in healing a
hurting world. We go to become Beloved Community, a
people reconciled in love with God and one another.
REST : Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, and
restoration
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid. – John 14:27. From the beginning of
creation, God has established the sacred pattern of going
and returning, labor and rest. Especially today, God invites
us to dedicate time for restoration and wholeness - within
our bodies, minds, and souls, and within our communities
and institutions. By resting we place our trust in God, the
primary actor who brings all things to
fullness.
Let us go forth and follow the Way of Jesus.
His way is the Way of Love, and that love
has the power to change lives and change
the world. Let us together find new ways to
change ourselves and the world.

Blessings, Father Kevin
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and
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Earl Segal, Brooke Myers, and Bill Ritchie for
volunteering to represent Holy Trinity in the
Diocesan Sacred Places: New Partners-New
Dollars program.
Suzanne Fischer and Gary Lewis for
volunteering to represent Holy Trinity at the
Diocesan Ignite: “ INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP:
Becoming a Better Disciple for Christ”
workshops.
David Hazen for being a good and faithful
servant of our Lord and for his many
contributions to his family at Holy Trinity.

To Mary Ann Hensinger, Susan Wheeler, AnneLise Fink, Rebecca and George Gaffney and
Sharon and Larry Paz for their contributions to
•
the JOPY Wednesday Lunch Bunch Program.
To Susie Wheeler, Nancy & Dennis Roberts,
Suzanne & Joe Fischer, Tot O’ Mara, Susan
Delean-Botkin, Anne Bellinger, Michelle and
Cameron MacTavish, Sandy and Ron Kaufman
and our Sunday School families for hosting our •
Sunday Fellowship Hours in May.
Thank you to all for your support of our new safe
Blessings.
parking and traffic regulations.
To Bill Dial, Sharon Paz, Sara Wangsness, Gil
Fr. Kevin
and Ellen Anderson for volunteering to be the
core of our new pastoral care team.
Ray Munsch for providing great leadership to
the Men’s Inquiring Believers Group for the
2018-2019 season.
Sue Schulze who leads our Morning Prayer
Services each Wednesday morning with
Holy
devotion and love of our Lord.
Our Vestry, Connie Greenhawk and Cora Bruner
Bread!
for so ably leading our community during Fr.
Kevin’s Sabbatical time.
Fr. John Wright and Bishop Shand for their
inspired leadership of our Sunday services in
May.
David Hasek and Cliff Seale our guest organists.
Our concert committee, Trish and John Malin
and Cora Bruner for presenting the absolutely
marvelous community concert featuring Cyrus
Chestnut.
Gratitude as well to the Concert Angels who
Not Able to Attend Sunday Service?
made this event possible.
No problem.
Nancy Roberts, Anne and Tom DeMarco and
Connie Greenhawk for planning what promises We are fortunate to have the capability of live
to be a spectacular 2019 Thank You Oxford streaming our Sunday services. If you are ill or away
and would like to still attend Sunday service, you can
event.
view it on a pc or mobile device. Please consult the
Our Jr. Warden Bill Ritchie for his leadership and updated instructions on back of calendar to downmarvelous juggling skills demonstrated in load the program for viewing. Please call Fr. Kevin if
keeping our multiple B&G projects on track.
you have any questions.
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Cheeseburgers in Paradise!

Locals
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Thy Kingdom Come - Invitation to Prayer
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray for more
people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York to the Church of England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come Ascension Thursday (May 30th) - Pentecost (June 9th) , it is
hoped that everyone who takes part will
Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those they know
Come to realise that every aspect of their life is the stuff of prayer
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary, constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on the gift of
the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’ picks up this tradition. Over the past three years more and more worshipping communities
have dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.
We are praying that the Spirit would inspire and equip us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our
friends and families, our communities and networks. It has been amazing how many varied ways there have
been in which people from every tradition have taken up this challenge. The effects have been remarkable.
It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world
will hear it for themselves, and respond and follow Him. Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian
across the country to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who have not responded with
their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite you to take part this year – along
with churches from over 65 different denominations in 114 countries around the world.

"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses …to the ends
of the earth. When he had said this…he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight…Then they returned to Jerusalem … and were constantly devoting themselves to prayer… When the day of Pentecost had
come they were all together in one place... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit... and that day about
three thousand persons were added."
Acts 1, 2
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations and the
transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby

June 2nd was Hat Day

2019 Annual Hat Sunday
In 2011 we had so much fun wearing
our millinery in celebration of the Royal
Wedding that we decided to have a
Hat Sunday each year just for fun! So,
each year we encourage you to wear a
hat for fun, for fashion, and to recognize the British roots of our church. For
inspiration look to Queen Elizabeth II,
who always seen in a beautiful, color
coordinated hat. You did not disappoint us. The Royal family would approve!
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WOMEN ON A JOURNEY

Notes from the Office

We will have our last meeting on June 5, 2019 at
9:00 am—a brunch at my house-then off

Pledges: If you are making up more than one
week, you may make one check and one envelope as I cannot go back to later dates, only current date.

for the summer.
For more information contact Beverly Rohman at 410
-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com

Daughters of the King
Next Meeting Monday, June 10th at 10:45 a.m.
In Parish Hall

Prayer List: We welcome praying for those in
sickness and need. Please call the office for removal of people from the prayer list upon their
well being.
Thank you, Connie

Sunday School

ECW GENERAL MEETING

The Sunday School will have a special Sunday
School class on June 9 to celebrate Pentecost and
to decide how to spend the Change for Change.
Thanks to all of you, we raised over $1300.00 and
will use that to help others. Read the July Lifeline
to find out how the Sunday School class decided
how the money should be spent. Again, we thank
you for making this possible

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
The ECW General Meeting will be held
Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 10:30am
in the Parish Hall.
At this meeting, we will disperse the mission funds
that we earned during the Christmas Bazaar and
the Oxford Day Plant Sale.

At 9:00 am in the River Room, on Saturday, June
1, Nora Shriver will orient new and possible Habitat for Humanity Volunteers. A new policy of
Habitat requires the orientation prior to volunteer
work. Anyone who missed the recent Habitat
presentation at coffee hour may also attend for a
better understanding of Habitat for Humanity.

The Board will have some suggestions and will
provide a list of the mission organizations and individuals that we have helped in the past.

Women’s Bible Study

Contact us with your suggestions:

Women’s Bible Study will conclude Monday, June
24th at 9:30 am with “The Risen Christ: Jesus’
Final Words on Earth.” Study will resume in
September

We welcome new ideas from all our parishioners!
Please share these ideas with us prior to the meeting so that they will appear on the list to be
considered.

Sara Wangsness (410) 226-5017
Linda Wilson (410) 790-8274
Beverly Rohman (410) 763-7095
Sharon Paz (410) 690-4472

Vestry Fellowship Reception!
Thank you for attending the reception. As you saw, there are many opportunities and varieties of services that we would welcome your help. Please call the office of your desire to serve on
any of the committees. If you would like an organizational chart, please pick one up from the office.
Thanks again.
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MISSION: CAMP AGAPE BOOK COLLECTION
One of the programs the Mission group supports
is the Agape Ministries program. This is a program
for children of incarcerated parents and is run by
our Diocese of Easton. There are various programs held throughout the year for the children to
get together and receive some special time and
attention. One program that we have been working with is Camp Agape, which is now held at the
Diocese’s Camp Wright. This week is set aside for
our Agape campers, and one of the things they do
is provide a library for the children to have a “book
nook,” where they can quietly look at a book. At
the end of camp, the children take home the
books so that they have a library at home.
We need you to help make this happen. While the
campers are ages 7–17, we need donations of
gently used and new books for ages 4-17 as the
campers love to bring home books to their younger
siblings. Also, Agape Ministries runs programs
during the year and try to have books to distribute
at all of the events.

Holy Trinity Milestones
Passed on: David Hazen
John Abruzzese

Care Pack Food Drive Before & After the 8:00
& 10:30 am services on Sunday June 9th
Once again we will be holding a Food Drive for the
Care Packs project benefitting those Talbot County
students (in excess of 400 children) who are in need
of (and qualify for) food on weekends. This very
worthwhile endeavor services four elementary
schools, two middle schools and two high schools.
The following is a list of INDIVIDUAL serving items:
Single serving cereal Raisins

Canned Pasta

Oatmeal packets

Applesauce Cups

Canned Tuna

Cereal Bars

Fruit cups

Canned Soup

Toaster Pastries

Pretzels

Instant Lunch

Granola Bars

Trail Mix

Noodles

Easy Mac & Cheese
This is a very organized, very well run program by extremely competent and dedicated members of our
community. All are very grateful for your continued
support. Thank you again in advance for your generosity. As well, we thank Doris Hughes for her efforts,
leadership and dedication to this ministry in the past
by enabling the parishioners of Holy Trinity to be
aware of and contribute to this very worthwhile ongoing project.
Brooke Myers, Co-Chairs

Acolytes and Ushers Needed
Would you be willing to give a little of your time
each month to assist with our church services?
Acolytes and Ushers all serve important roles
helping us praise and thank our loving God
each Sunday. Whether you would like to read,
help assist at the altar, or greet and help with
the collection, all are important to our worship.
We have many dedicated parishioners who already devote time to these duties but we need
more help. Please consider if you can help us
and if so, please talk with Fr. Kevin, Meg van
den Berg or Simon Arnstein or call the parish
office at 410-226-5134. You will have the gratitude of the entire parish.

"JUST

ONCE PER YEAR" APRIL THROUGH
JUNE 2019 PARTICIPANTS NEEDED!

In the current quarter, the following dates each need a
volunteer to shop for the Lunch Bunch groceries.
June 4

June 18

June 25

If you can take one of these dates, please contact Sharon Paz either at 410-690-4472 or her email which is
justsha33@gmail.com The grocery list is provided the
Thursday prior and the cost is around $100.00. We ask
all of our parishioners to participate if you can, taking
just one day, Just Once Per Year.
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Summertime and The Music is Fabulous!
Service Musicians
June 2

9:30 am

Denise Nathanson, Cello

June 9

June 16

8 am

June 23

Melissa Wise Slacum & Dan Wright, Duets

10:30 am

Wendell Banyay, Trumpet

Martha Britt, Substitute Organist

June 30
July 7

Choir

10:30 am

10:30
9:30 am

Free ‘n Eazy

Choir and Delmarva Trio with Denise Nathanson, Cello

Singers Galore!
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Churches of Oxford Join Together to Host Jazz Concert in Honor of Three Local Women
May 17, 2019 by Spy Desk Leave a Comment
Cyrus Chestnut, an acclaimed jazz pianist, enchanted members of the Oxford faith community with his
amazing talent. On Sunday afternoon March 5 the Church of the Holy Trinity, Oxford Methodist Church
and Waters UMC Church, came together to honor three exceptional residents with a jazz concert held at
the Holy Trinity Parish Hall. Honored were Beth Shucker and Marguerite Owen remembered for
their commitment to community cohesiveness and supporting relationships between the different churches of Oxford with financial support and endless hard work. Additionally, Mrs. Tissier Moaney, the current
music director at Waters UMC, continues to pull together community choirs, ecumenical services and
community events. It is women such as these that make the Oxford community what it is today.

The Reverend Kevin Cross enthusiastically introduced Cyrus Chestnut as an acclaimed jazz pianist born
in Baltimore. Commenting on what a gift it was to have him here for such an important occasion. Cyrus’s
home was filled with the sounds of the gospel music that his church-going parents played in their home,
along with jazz records by artists such as Thelonius Monk and Jimmy Smith. Chestnut has said that the
roots of his love of music began there, and to this day, Chestnut’s ties to the gospel church remain constant. After graduating from Berklee College of Music in Boston, Chestnut went on to work with jazz vocalist Jon Hendricks from 1986-88, and trumpeter Terrence Blanchard and saxophonist Donald Harrison
from 1988-90, before joining jazz legend Wynton Marsalis in 1991. In an interview on National Public Radio (NPR) for All Things Considered, Chestnut remarked, “If I can send one-person home after a performance feeling better than when they arrived, then I’ve done my job, and I sleep good at night.” Chestnut
continually tours with his trio, playing live at jazz festivals around the world as well as clubs and concert
halls. His leadership and prowess as a soloist has also led him to be a first call for the piano chair in
many big bands including the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, and the Dizzy Gillespie All-Star Big Band Mr.
Chestnut graciously accommodated the churches of Oxford into his schedule. Once he heard about the
community’s effort to work together for the support of Oxford, he was happy to offer his talents to the celebration. As Cora Bruner, Choir Director at The Church of the Holy Trinity and one of the organizers commented, “Mr. Chestnut was particularly interested in supporting a community committed to caring and
respecting all its members. Living his faith is paramount in Cyrus’ life; the mission of the Oxford churches
and community. A natural pairing
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

2019 PRODUCE COLLECTION FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE CENTER

As you plan and plant your vegetable garden this spring, please try to
add a little
something extra
for our summer
fresh produce
delivery to the
Easton Neighborhood Center
Food Bank. We
will begin collection of produce
bought or grown
in July. The produce will be delivered twice a week. Collection schedule to follow. Make your
garden of Eden a garden of eating for
our neighbors.

