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A Grateful Life

easy, but to be grateful for all of our lives-the good

“Piglet noticed that even though he had a

as well as the bad, the moments of joy as well as the

very small heart, it could hold a rather large amount of

moments of sorrow, the successes as well as the failures,

gratitude.”—A.A. Milne.

the rewards as well as the rejections - that requires hard

This community of Holy Trinity clearly sees part of its

spiritual work. Still, we are only truly grateful people when

The enthusiasm that

we can say thank you to all that has brought us to the

exudes from everyone associated with our annual Thank

present moment. As long as we keep dividing our lives

You Oxford event was on full display at our recent Oxford-

between events and people we would like to remember

ritaville evening.

We all had fun, but we also devoted

and those we would rather forget, we cannot claim the

much time, energy and resources to making sure those

fullness of our beings as a gift of God to be grateful for.

who make our lives so wonderful, felt our gratitude. Each

Let’s not be afraid to look at everything that has brought

year as we have held this event it has struck me how much

us to where we are now and trust that we will soon see in

we all end up receiving in return for showing our gratitude.

it the guiding hand of a loving God.”

calling to be a grateful people.

It warms our hearts and no matter how much work has

Gratitude for what “we would rather forget.” That is a

gone into creating the event, everyone feels energized and

hard concept to grasp. However, we are confronted with

buoyed up by our collective act of gratefulness.

The old

such events on a daily basis so we cannot simply ignore or

axiom of “it is in giving we receive” is proven time and

forget them. Life is as much about losing loved ones,

again.

suffering

personal

setbacks,

and

grieving

at

lost

Our hearts were also lightened a few weeks ago when

opportunities as it is about celebrating the good things. In

we witnessed our Sunday School children engage in an act

fact, somedays life is more lemons than lemonade and not

of gratitude. Look at the faces in the picture about the

all lemons can or should be made into lemonade. Nouwen

Change for Change program elsewhere in this letter. I hope

suggests that to be truly grateful people we must find

you see what I see – kid’s faces full of joy, enthusiasm,

something redemptive in the good and not so good times

and accomplishment. It makes one feel good just to look

in life. Our faith after all, is one of redemption, one of

at them taking delight in using their resources to help

hope, and with that hope, one of promise. Our Scriptures

others in need. They were full of grateful hearts.

tells us that “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There

As I thought about gratitude, a quote came to mind by
He

or crying or pain, for the old order of

“To be

things has passed away” (Revelation

theologian and pastoral priest, Henri Nouwen.
challenges us with another side to gratitude:

will be no more death’ or mourning

grateful for the good things that happen in our lives is

21:4).

Continued on page 2
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and
APPRECIATION

A Grateful Life (continued from page 1)
Such a faith points toward finding a way to feel
gratitude for life in its entirety. If we can approach
each day beginning with gratitude for life itself, then

•

Thank you to all of the Holy Trinity Parrot Heads
who helped us thank the volunteers and town
workers who make Oxford such a wonderful
place to live. Special thanks to our hosts Anne
& Tom DeMarco and the fellowship crew of
Nancy & Dennis Roberts, Connie Greenhawk,
and Louise Zendt for their fun and creative
leadership.

•

Thank you to our Sunday School students and
teachers for their Change for Change program
that raised funds to brighten the lives of people
around the world.

•

Appreciation to our Flower Guild for the flower
arrangements that have adorned our altar. You
bring beauty to our worship.

•

Thank you to Lynne & George Mitchell, Connie
Greenhawk, Ellen & Gil Anderson and Ritze & Ed
Miller for shopping for the Wednesday Lunch
Bunch groceries.

•

Thank you to the Vestry, Nancy & Dennis
Roberts, Rich & Ginny Wagner, Don & Nancy
Shuck, Gary Lewis & Katie Dodds, Ed & Ritze
Miller, Michelle & Cameron MacTavish and
Betty &Ed Delaney for hosting our Sunday
Fellowship Hours in June.

•

Thank you to Cameron MacTavish for his
inspired and beautiful design of our new front
entrance.

•

Thank you to Larry Paz and his Soupmeisters for
creating nourishing and delicious soups for the
Wednesday Lunch Bunch each week.

the hard times can become more bearable and its
hard edges can be smoothed. Being grateful is a
choice. Being grateful takes work. However, working
at a life based on gratitude will strengthen our muscles of hope and endurance to get through the hard

times. Many times, in Jesus’ ministry he was confronted by obstacles and hard hearts. Many times, he
experienced loss as we do. Yet with his grateful heart
Jesus was able to raise people up out of despair, heal
wounds, and transform the world around him. He has
2

told us we have the power to do the same “ Very
truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will
do the works I have been doing, and they
will

do

even

greater

things

than

these…” (John 14:12)
A good practice to help strengthen our muscles
of gratitude is to start each day with The Prayer of St.
Francis. Let us pray, “Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt,
faith;

where

there

is

despair,

hope;

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so

much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it
is in giving that we receive, it is in
pardoning

that

we

are

Blessings.

par-

Fr. Kevin

doned, and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.”

Daughters of the King Meetings

Let this be for all of us a summer of
gratitude
Blessings, Father Kevin

Monday July 8th at 10:45 am
Monday August 12th at 10:45 am
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Oxford-ritaville
Monday, June 17th, we hosted our 4th annual Thank You Oxford event. This year Holy Trinity was
transformed into Oxford-ritaville with parrots, pink flamingoes, and tropical apparel everywhere!
Spark in da Pan provided energizing Caribbean steel drum music that had people up dancing throughout the evening. The menu of Butch Frase’s roast pig, chicken, and Cheeseburgers in Paradise, Doc’s
Trinidadian chicken wings, countless delicious
sides and desserts, topped off by the tropical
flavors of Highland Creamery ice cream kept
all the Parrott heads happy and satisfied. A
marvelous time was had by all. This event is
held each year by Holy Trinity to honor and
thank all of the volunteers and town workers
who help make Oxford a “little piece of heaven.”
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Summer Schedule—Fr. Kevin
I will be away from July 9 through July 29 on
Sabbatical visiting family. Barbara and I will
initially head up to Massachusetts to visit
with our youngest son Tim, his wife Kristen
and 4-year-old granddaughter Emma. Tim
and his family live in Westminster, MA. The
following week we will travel to Great Falls,
Montana to visit with our oldest son Mike,
his wife Liz and grandchildren 7-year-old Teddy and 5-year-old Phoebe. Mike and his family just moved to Montana from Scottsdale,
Arizona. While in Montana we will also attend a Cross family reunion at Glacier National Park. During my absence, The Rev.
Carl Beasley will be covering. (See Carl’s biography in this issue.) Our pastoral care
team will also be on call to assist with any
visitation needs. Please call the church office, 410-226-5134, if you have any needs
during this time period.
Care Packs
What a wonderful, generous response from our
fabulous parishioners who did it again !
The managers of the Care Pack program are
so grateful for our continued support and have
promised that many children will go less hungry
this summer because of our donations .

The Return of the Winterim, Fr. Carl Beasley
The Rev Carl Beasley served as interim priest
during the winter of 2009/2010 before the arrival of Fr. Kevin. He made many friends here and
gladly will be returning to serve as our supply
priest from July 9 through July 28. Fr. Carl grew
up in York, Pennsylvania with a younger sister
and brother. He left home at age fourteen to attend St Albans School in Washington, DC. Then
he moved on to Kenyon College where he majored in English Literature, graduating in 1968.
After college, Carl, spent four years in the United
States Air Force as an officer. Subsequent to his
military service he attended Virginia Theological
Seminary and the Episcopal Divinity School. ordained a priest in 1978, Carl served several parishes in the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania before returning to graduate school at Washington
College in Chestertown. After graduation from
Washington College he served as a religion and
English teacher and chaplain at several boarding
schools, retiring from West Nottingham Academy
in 2014. Since retirement he has enjoyed life in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, assisting at All Saints
Episcopal Church and being a grandfather to
Jake. Although he now lives in Florida, Carl is still
canonically a resident in the Diocese of Easton.
He is looking forward to renewing his friendship
with my many friends on the Eastern Shore. Carl
also looks forward to experiencing Oxford during
a time when there is not a record amount of
snow on the ground!

Thank you for your support of this wonderful
program.

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study resumes Monday, September 9
at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall to begin a 10 week
study in the Book of Proverbs. To request a study
guide contact Mary Ann Hensinger at 443-439-6381.

Holy Trinity Milestones
Passed on:

John Abruzzese
Wanda Abercrombie
Marie Toni Carter
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Notes from the Office

Lawn Guy

Pledges: If you are making up more than one
week, you may make one check and one envelope as I cannot go back to later dates, only current date.
Pledge Statements: Pledge statements will be
distributed early July. Please review and notify
the office of any concerns. If you did not fill out a
pledge card but contribute on a regular basis,
please contact the office and Connie will fill out
a pledge card for you.
Prayer List: We welcome praying for those in
sickness and need. Please call the office for removal of people from the prayer list upon their
well being.
Directory: If your address, e mail, or phone
numbers have changed, please send changes by
e mail at office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org or phone
410—226-5134.
Thank you, Connie

New Front Entrance Project
We are very pleased to announce that there will soon be a
new entrance to our lovely church (see illustration). This project has been under consideration for some time to address
safety concerns and to enhance the appearance of our
church. Designed by parishioner and architect Cameron MacTavish, the entrance will feature a plaza framed by gardens.
This new entrance to the church will eliminate the current
step, offering a smooth direct transition from the outside to
the inside of the church. It is also designed to provide a buffer between the church and the drive, so that upon exiting the
church, one is not immediately stepping into the flow of traffic. In addition, the current main entrance railings, made by
parishioner Dr. Gibb Packard, will be moved to the side door
to improve the safety of that entrance as well. The historic
commission of the Town of Oxford voted to approve this project at their July meeting. Funding for this project is generously provided by the Marshall Blume and Chuck MacIntosh memorial funds. We wish to thank their families for their enthusiastic support of this project and to Cameron for his wonderful design. The work should commence and be completed during the month of July.
Duncan Masonry and E. R. Harvey Metal Working Company will perform the work on this project. This
construction should not disrupt normal church operations.
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Bishop’s Visit

ICE CREAM SUNDAY CELEBRATION ,
August 4 at 9:30 am

Our Diocesan Bishop, The
Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray,
will pay his annual visit to
Holy Trinity on Sunday,
August 8 at our 9:30 am
service. Please join us to
offer our San a hearty welcome and thanks for his
leadership.

Our annual Ice Cream Sunday, featuring the
best ice cream from anywhere, Highland Creamery. Come for a refreshing Word
and yum diddily yum ice cream on
Sunday August 4th at our 9:30 am
service. What better way to start
your day, Holy Trinity will offer
spiritual and physical nourishment for your soul
and body. Yummo!

We would like
Sunday School may not be meeting during the sum- to give a special thanks to
mer, but families are
everyone who
encouraged to continue to attend church.
donated – it
Father Kevin will inreally helped!
volve the children in
We bought two
the service. Don’t forsoccer balls for
get that August 4 is ice
$20, chickens
cream Sunday! Stay
for $25, a watuned to learn when
ter pump for $285, child health [supplies] for
Sunday School will re$50, three little pigs for $100, a camel for $200,
sume in the fall.
a donkey for $100, two stoves for $16, and $402
Barbara Cross
for the Talbot County community [Neighborhood
Service Center].

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE

Change for Change by Grant Meyerle

Again, we really thank those who donated. We
hope these things really help the people we are
Every year we [the
giving it to.
Sunday School] do
something called
Change for
Change and this
year is no different. We did the
same thing except
this year of 2019,
we got the most
money ever – a
whopping $1378.
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Mission
ECW DISTRIBUTES FUNDS TO SUPPORT LOCAL MISSIONS
Our Holy Trinity ECW (Episcopal Church Women) organization met Monday, June 17th to discuss options and distribute funds to support local missions. The funds raised from the 2018 Christmas Bazaar and the 2019 Plant Sale were given to the following groups and organizations that serve Oxford
and Talbot County:
ECW MISSION DONATIONS

2019

Camp Agape

$1,000.00

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

$1,000.00

Camp Wright

$1,000.00

Talbot Interfaith Shelter

$500.00

Care Pack

$1,500.00

Talbot Mentors

$500.00

The Retreat House at St. Paul's

$500.00
$500.00

Children's Home Foundation

$500.00

Neighborhood Service Center

$2,000.00

Waters Church

NSC – Emergency Services Fund

$1,000.00

Wednesday Lunch Bunch

$2,000.00

Oxford Volunteer Fire Dept.

$1,000.00

Youth Group/Sunday School

$2,000.00

Rector's Discretionary Fund

$3,000.00

Total Committed:

$18,000.00

We thank everyone who gave their time and commitment to making each of these events so successful in raising funds for mission. For more information about the Holy Trinity ECW and the work we do,
please contact Sara Wangsness at 410-226-5017 or swangsness100@yahoo.com.
Fill The Cart, Feed The
Hungry

As summer descends
upon us, please help
feed those in need by
dropping off items for
our Food Pantry. Start
a child’s day off with
some oatmeal or cereal. Supply canned
goods to help with a
dinner meal. Open
your hearts when you
shop for your family
and add some extra
items for our families
in need.

Just Once Per Year for Lunch Bunch
We are presently looking to fill the upcoming third
quarter of the year. Are you willing to shop for just
one Lunch Bunch meal? The cost is around $100.00
and the grocery list is simple enough to add to your
shopping cart while you are doing your own shopping.
Delivery is to Holy Trinity Tuesday afternoon and then
the Lunch Bunch will take over and assemble everything the following morning.

If interested, please call Sharon at 410-690-4472 or
slpaz@yahoo.com.
We have the following Tuesdays open:
August 20th
August 27th
Please consider contributing a bit of your time, Just
Once Per Year, to this ministry of our church that
reaches out to those in our community who could use
some help with a meal and can see that the members
of Holy Trinity are thinking of them.
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Mission
Camp Wright

Camp Agape Book Collection

Eucharist at altar restored by Holy Trinity

Thanks to all who contributed. We donated
683 books to be distributed to the campers.
Camp Agape is a diocesan ministry children
who have an incarcerated parent.

Habitat Faith Build
Holy Trinity, along with other churches, is supporting construction of the Habitat Faith Build House in St.
Michaels. Holy Trinity will volunteer at Brooks Ln in St Michaels on Saturday July 27 at 9 am. A few longterm volunteers plan to be there. We are seeking new volunteers for this date. It would be great to show
our support with a good turnout. New
volunteers would have to report at 8
am in order to be oriented prior to
work. If you have not volunteered before, and want to participate, please let
Otts Schnellenberger know at
schnell@goeaston.net or 443-3850464. He will send you a form to be
completed prior to arrival. It is imperative to let him know by July 22.
Thanks to all volunteers.
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Youth Group Kayaking Adventure
In June, the Youth Group gathered for a fun afternoon of kayaking off the Strand. A certified instructor from Easton Cycle and Kayak taught basic kayaking safety and skills and then lead us in a series
of fun games. Ten youth from Holy Trinity and Trinity Cathedral had a wet, fun time. All went well,
until during one of the games, Fr. Kevin attempted to pass a floating object to a teammate. He not
only made the pass, but at the same time launched himself out of his kayak. A crab in the Tred Avon
is now wearing some stylish sunglasses! The group also had time to swim, create a kayak submarine, and finish up with ice cream at Highland Creamery. A day of fun in God’s beautiful creation.
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Music
Summer music is sizzling at Holy Trinity! July 7th The Delmarva Trio, Denise Nathanson, Melissa Slacum
and our Choir added festive patriotic music for the
9:30 a.m. service. An exciting addition to our summer services is Piano 6 Hand music on Sunday July
14th. Linda Sattler and Martha Britt will be joining me
for wonderful music making! Our annual Men’s Day
will be Sunday, July 21st (10:30 a.m. service). Women’s Day will be Sunday, August 11th (10:30 a.m. service). Anyone who would like to sing this summer
please join us for the Men’s and Women’s Day Choirs
and/or the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. No
commitments – just come sing!
Do you have a favorite hymn? Please stop by the organ bench and share or send an email
(corabruner60@gmail.com)
so we can include your favorites in our summer services

August 4th Benefit Concert 4 p.m.
An All-Star group of musicians are joining together for a Benefit Concert on Sunday, August 4th at
4 p.m. We are donating our time and talents to supplement Holy Trinity’s Concert Fund. For the past 9
years, Holy Trinity’s concerts rely solely on plate offerings and an occasional donation to meet artist
fees/expenses. Holy Trinity is committed to being able to offer our musical events to all people.
Please join us for a fun afternoon of music! We are excited to mix and match our talents and music
from around the world!
Melissa Slacum, Gail Aveson, Delmarva Trio, Denise Nathanson, Ashley Watkins, Cora Bruner

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

2019 PRODUCE COLLECTION FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE CENTER

As you plan and plant your vegetable garden this spring, please try to
add a little
something extra
for our summer
fresh produce
delivery to the
Easton Neighborhood Center
Food Bank. We
will begin collection of produce
bought or grown
in July. The produce will be delivered twice a week. Collection schedule to follow. Make your
garden of Eden a garden of eating for
our neighbors.

