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God Nudges
“Fr. Kevin the results of your calcium scan show your
arteries are in excellent condition. There is no evidence of
plaque build up. However... the scan has picked up a spot
on your right lung. We need to find out what that is all
about.” A spot on my lung? Did I hear the doctor
correctly? I was only concerned about my heart health
and not because I was having any problems. At my recent
annual physical I asked if there was a test to check out
the condition of my arteries. Many parishioners and
friends had experienced recent issues with chest pains
and occluded arteries. I wanted to be
proactive and not wait until I had a
health incident. I had enjoyed almost
perfect health my entire life. I had no
worries - until now. A spot on my lung?
Does that mean cancer? O Lord, my
oldest sister passed away from lung
cancer three years ago. Surely this
couldn’t be happening to me. I never
smoked and always took good care of
myself.
Well, God works in mysterious ways.
The spot on my lung turned out to be a
nodule that recently appeared and it was of concern. It
was only found because I had felt an insistent, urgent
need to request a calcium scan, a type of health
assessment for which there was really no concrete reason
to have performed. I had no reason for being personally
concerned about my health. However, I could not shake
the voice that pushed me to request this assessment.
While the results of that test were about as good as it
gets, this spot was noticed on my lung. This spot would
not have been found had not that inner voice been so
insistent. This spot that would not have been found so
early in the disease process if I had not listened and
responded. This experience was to me the result of what I
can only understand as a “God nudge.” No other
explanation makes sense to me. There were no
symptoms, no cause for any concern, no thought of
potentially being ill with cancer.
God’s intervention did not stop with the test. A PET
Scan was ordered. The scan was only to have been of my
chest. Yet, an error(?) was made and scan of my entire
body was performed. The results showed reason for
continued concern about the lung nodule which “lit up”

but they showed the rest of my body to be clear. If not for
this “error” I, and I assume my doctors, would been
concerned about whether there were other areas with
evidence of disease.
Referral to another specialist followed with treatment
for other possible causes of this nodule. However, these
did not result in any shrinkage of the nodule, in fact it had
continued to grow. The decision was made. Surgery was
the recommended course of treatment.
At this point it was still not entirely clear that the
nodule was malignant. That determination hopefully
would become known during the
surgical removal of part of my
lung. I hoped and prayed that it
would be benign. However, my
surgeon explained that even
during the surgery the initial
results of a pathology report
might come back as “uncertain.”
If that were so, he presented me
with two options. He could end
the surgery and we could wait for
the postsurgical biopsy to
determine if further surgery was
necessary, or he could perform the additional surgery that
would be called for if the nodule was malignant. Again in
this decision, I felt the voice of God telling me to have him
perform the more extensive surgery.
The initial results came back as uncertain but he
performed the more extensive surgery as we had decided.
A week later the wisdom of this decision was confirmed.
The growth was malignant. The diagnosis came back as
“stage 4 melanoma of unknown origin.” Listening for
God’s guidance had again led me toward the path of
health.
God was not done with me yet. Shortly after the
surgery, I was scheduled for some tests, including another
CT scan in preparation for immunotherapy treatment. The
scan was scheduled more than a week before my first
immunotherapy appointment. Tired of being away from
home, I strongly considered rescheduling the scan to a
time closer to that appointment. However, once again, I
heard the voice to keep the appointment as scheduled.
The day for the scan arrived. I was suddenly feeling very
short of breath, gasping for air. I assumed this was a
normal postsurgical state and thought little of it.
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The evening of the scan, my pulmonologist called and
instructed me to get to the emergency department as
soon as possible. Fluid was building up in and around my
lung. I was admitted that night and immediately began
treatment to alleviate my breathing difficulties. If I had
not listened to that “God nudge” and kept the CT
scan appointment, I would have likely been in much
worse condition. As it was, I was able to return home
A multitude of thanks and appreciation to all of
after three more days in the

you. Your support, prayers, meals and well
wishes have meant the world to me. You have
made this time of recovery easier to bear and
brought gladness to me that we live in such a
wonderful community. God Bless you all.
A special thanks to Connie, Cora and our Vestry
for making sure this community continues to be
served with gladness and joy.
The Just Once Per Year Program would like to
thank Suzanne and Joe Fischer, Barbara and Fr.
Kevin Cross, Donna Richards, Kathy and Chris
Gilson, and Louise Thorndike for their generous
donations to the Wednesday Lunch Bunch.
Thank you to all of the golfers, sponsors and
cheerleaders for supporting the Mulligans for
Mission activity. You have done God’s work. The
people of the Bahamas have been blessed by
you.
Blessings.
Fr. Kevin

Daughters of the King Meetings
Monday December 9 at 10:45 am

WOMAN ON A JOURNEY
Women on a Journey will be starting a
new book –Barbara Brown Taylor’s latest
inspirational discoveries from her own experiences teaching world religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia.
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others
November 13th
9:00 am – 10:30 am In the Parish Hall
For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com

hospital.
This journey from health
to illness has served for me
as a demonstration of God’s
love and active involvement
in my life. I am convinced
from this experience that
God speaks to us on a
personal level. Experiences
of God speaking to and
through us can be thought
of only happening in the
Bible. A relic of times gone
Starting Treatment
by. However, I firmly believe
God is as active in our lives now as in Old and New
Testament times. Listening for, hearing, and acting
on what I have come to call “God nudges” has
always been part of my life experience. Some may
say it is all in my imagination. But I know otherwise.
Listening for God has never steered me wrong and
these recent experiences have reinforced my belief.
I am not out of the woods yet. My diagnosis is
serious. I have a long path of treatment ahead of
me. However, I have faith and trust in God that in
the end all will be well. God’s love abounds. God’s
voice still resounds throughout the land and in our
hearts. I pray that we all will listen to the “God
nudges” in our lives. God’s desire for us is one of
love and hopefulness.
Blessings, Father Kevin

Women’s Bible Study
A four part Advent study “The Gospel according to
It’s A Wonderful Life” begins Monday, November 18
at 9:30 am. Because a DVD is part of this series, all
sessions will be held in the Parish Hall of the parish
house. The series continues December 2, 9 & 16.
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Mission
Calling All Angels

Care Pack Program

Want to make a happy Christmas for a child in
need? It is very easy. The Salvation Army Angel
Tree will soon be set up again in the River Room.
Select a tag and you will find the first name, age
and wish list for a child needing a Christmas Angel. Do your shopping and return the gifts unwrapped to the River Room . At press time the exact date the gifts need to be delivered to Holy Trinity is not known. I think it is safe to say please do
not bring your gifts in until after the Christmas Bazaar on December 7, 2019. Most likely the gifts
will be delivered to the Salvation Army in Cambridge the week following the bazaar.

The Holy Trinity parish contribution to the Care Pack
program on October 6 successfully restored the inventory of snacks distributed to school children facing
food insecurity. Three vans were filled with donations
of ready-to-eat, non-perishable and toaster or microwave snacks for children to supplement their diets
over the weekend. It is shocking to discover children in
Talbot County who can be classified as food insecure,
meaning they don’t know where their next meal will
come from. Schools report weekends seem to be particularly difficult times.
Because the Care Pack program has become a regular
feature of the Holy Trinity local mission activities, some
explanation of the program may help to sustain the
effort.

Please try to bundle your gifts in as few bundles as possible. Be sure each bundle has a tag
on it. You can make copies of the top part of the The Care Pack program works through public school
system teachers and guidance counselors to suppletag and use them to tag any extra bundles.
ment the diets of children who are considered at risk.
When you take a tag, please leave on the sign School lunch and breakfast programs have become a
up sheet your name and number in case we need significant source of nutrition for public school chilto get in touch. Speaking for all the kids
dren. Lunchroom observers report some children seem
to be more in need of supplemental food over week“THANK YOU! and MERRY CHRISTMAS”
ends, and staff organized an ad hoc system to cover
the weekend by providing care packs of snack food for
children identified as being in need. A second care
Inquiring Believers
pack program is organized for summer vacations.
The sessions for the Men’s Bible Study meets All elementary school children have back packs, and
in the River Room on Monday nights at 6:00 pm.
the program began by putting care packs of food into
the backpacks while the children were away from their
classroom. Middle school and high school students
Fill The Cart, Feed The some extra items for don’t bring back packs to school because of security
concerns, but teachers and counselors report the
Hungry
families in need.
same problems in older hungry children. For older chilAs winter descends updren the Care Pack program provides snack foods
on us, please help feed
teachers can distribute directly from a “pantry” to chilthose in need by dropdren who need supplements. Public Schools provide
ping off items for the
breakfast, but lunches must be paid for. Financial asNeighborhood Service
sistance is available, but applications must be apCenter Food Pantry.
proved, which can cause delays. Because receiving
assistance can be embarrassing for older children, the
Start a child’s day off
program provides snacks that are similar to popular
with some oatmeal or
items other children purchase or bring to school for
cereal. Supply canned
their lunch. The Care Pack program strives to provide
goods to help with a
similar items to older children, including soups, mac
dinner meal. Open your
and cheese and other pastas that can be microwaved.
hearts when you shop
Protein bars, cheese and peanut butter-filled snack
for your family and add
crackers, and pastries ready for the toaster are also
popular.
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2019 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday, December 7 – 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Come one, come all to the Christmas Bazaar!
The Christmas Café will welcome visitors with coffee, tea, cider and sweets. Our Parish Hall will be filled with homemade treats, crafts and wreaths. The food tables will be replete with jams, fudge, cookies and other delectable delicacies, along with frozen soups and appetizers. The men will man their table, stocked with delicious man-made treats.
Also, we are pleased to say that our familiar vendors are returning again this year.
PLEASE VOLUNTEER Your help makes our Bazaar a great success each year. Many hands make for light work and a
festive atmosphere. It is always a FUN DAY! Thank you for your support, blessings to all!
Two NEW items are presented in the form of pre-orders: (Sign-up in the Parish Hall)
WHITE PINE & FRASER FIR GARLAND, available in three lengths: 75 feet for $90, 25 feet for $32, 12 feet for
$17. This is a beautiful combination of greens not readily available elsewhere.
ADVENT WREATH, which includes the form, greens and candles, for $25. You will have the opportunity to assemble your own at the advent wreath workshop on Sunday, November 24th, or you can pick up your completed wreath on Sunday, December 1st.
BAKE SHOP: Cookies are needed! Sweet breads, spiced or salted nuts and candy are also welcome. Please label
items, list ingredients and bring already wrapped for gift-giving—either on plates or in transparent bags of a dozen cookies. Deliver to the Parish Hall on Friday morning, December 6th by 10am. Sign up in the Parish Hall or contact Ellen Anderson, ellengil@goeaston.net, 410-226-5188
FROZEN APPETIZERS, SOUPS & ONE-DISH MEALS: Please share your favorite soup, appetizer or one-dish meal in pint
or quart-size containers. Please write the name of the dish and the ingredients on the label. Attractive packaging is important. Sign up in the Parish Hall or contact Nancy Roberts, nancy_roberts@verizon.net, 609-647-2622
MEN’S TABLE: The men of Holy Trinity are excellent purveyors of food. Anything goes—pies, soups, relishes, sauces,
breads, spice mixtures, cookies, cakes, candy, etc. Sign up in the Parish Hall or contact Ray Munsch, raymunsch@gmail.com, 215-356-7307
MINI TREES: Decorate a tree, sizes 12”, 18”, or 24”. Sign-up in the Parish Hall or contact Midge Menzies,
mmfuller@goeaston.net, 410-822-6663
CAFÉ: Bake a breakfast sweet for our welcoming Café. Sign-up in the Parish Hall or contact Mary Klair,
23klair@gmail.com, 410-226-5082
CHRISTMAS WREATHS WORKSHOP
Join us in the Parish Hall for wreath decorating on Wednesday, December 4th at 9 AM. Please bring clippers, glue gun
and glue sticks, and a glue pot if you have one. The following items are welcomed: berries (holly, winterberry, juniper,
blue spruce or others), pine cones, dried hydrangeas, magnolia, (small leafed is nice), boxwood, fir, pine or cedar
branches, artificial berries and other materials that would be nice on the wreaths. If you have never helped us make
wreaths before but would like to learn how, please join us.
Sign-up in the Parish Hall or contact Ingrid Blanton, Ingrid.blanton@gmail.com, 410-253-9413
*BASKET RAFFLE
This year’s raffle “baskets” include two baskets that focus on activities and gift giving.
The 2019 themes are:
The Giving Tree
Coffee, Tea & Chocolate Anyone?
Family Adventures on the Eastern Shore
A Winning Hand
*See Basket Raffle Article for more details and information!
OTHER FAVORITES include:
100% BEESWAX CANDLES blessed by Father Kevin Cross , HOLY TRINITY TABLE, BARGAIN TABLE and
VENDORS, where gifts for anyone and any occasion can be found.
For general questions about the Bazaar, contact Bazaar Co-Chairs:
Margaret Munsch, margaretpmunsch@gmail.com, 215-356-7307

Linda Wilson, oxfordhome214@atlanticb.net, 410-790-8274
Come home for the holidays with Holy Trinity’s Christmas Bazaar! Guilt free shopping where proceeds benefit local Missions. Major credit cards accepted.
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Thank you from Barbara.
Thank you all for your incredible support and love. This is
an unexpected journey and I so appreciate all you are doing
to make it easier. Thank you for respecting Kevin’s need to
rest, for the cards, the hugs, the flowers and food. We feel
the incredible support of this town. We are so blessed. I
am writing this from me as a personal note (because Kevin
would never mention his need to rest!) and I did not realize
how much I need your support. Thank you for being there.
With gratitude and love,
Barb

The Sunday School children from The Church of
the Holy Trinity in Oxford
presented a check to
Marilyn Neal, Executive
Director of the Neighborhood Service Center. The
children had raised the
money during their
“Change for Change” project during which they
collected change from
parishioners.
They
raised over $1300 and
of that, the Sunday
School children donated
$402 to the Neighborhood Service Center.
Presenting the
check are Joseph and
Justin Callahan and
Grant, Kelsey, and Grace
Meyerle.
To find out
more about the Sunday School, please call the church office at 410-226-5134. The goals of Sunday
School include helping the children know that God loves them unconditionally and to learn Bible stories,
including how Jesus showed us how we should live our lives and reach out to those in need. We are all
children of God.
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Notes from the Office
Pledges: If you are making up more than one
week’s pledge, Please write only one check and
submit it in the most current week’s envelope.
Note: the system does not allow entry of an
amount for a past date.
Prayer List: We welcome praying for those in
sickness and need. Please call the office for
removal of people from the prayer list upon
their well being.
Directory: If your address, email, or phone
numbers change, please notify the office by
email at office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org or call
410—226-5134.
Thank you, Connie

A Users Guide to the Book of Common Prayer
How well do you know the prayer book? Come
to our 3rd Sunday Forum on Nov. 17 at 9:15 am
to learn everything you always wanted to know,
but were afraid to ask! The Book of Common
Prayer is the backbone of our Episcopal liturgy. It
traces its root back to England in 1549. With its
many permutations throughout the years, it is
both a product of, and shapes, our beliefs. Most
Episcopalians are familiar with the Rite II and
maybe Rite I Sunday services, but there is so
much more to the BCP. It is an amazing resource
we have for both corporate and personal prayer
life. Come to the forum as we explore it together.
Feel free to send any questions you may have
ahead of time. Or bring questions that day and
try to stump the Deacon Postulant!
Lisa Webb - lisa.pagano15@gmail.com

Sunday School
Many thanks to the leadership of Linda, Pucky, and Sophie for teaching Sunday School during the month of
October. Father Kevin was warmed by the cards and
messages from the children. One card read, “I hope
you feel better soon. Cherch (the child’s spelling) will
be fine.” The wonderful stories from the Bible and activities will continue into November and then we will
soon be practicing for the Christmas pageant.
The children feel very much a part of the church community and know that the church is not only the building, but it is the people. They appreciate your welcoming them and your providing refreshments so they can
gobble them up! Have you noticed that it is usually the
Sunday School children who are first at the refreshment
table? Another one of their favorite things to do when
they are in church is to take up the collection, so thank
you for pledging and having those envelopes! The children also appreciate your following the parking rules on
Sunday. It makes it much safer for them as they go between buildings. Thank you for all you do to welcome
the children.
Barbara

Joan Bennett, First to Use the New
Ramp Entrance
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MULLIGANS FOR MISSION
The second Mulligans for Mission golf tournament was held at Talbot Country Club on Saturday
afternoon, October 26. The beauty of the day was matched by the exquisite conditions of the golf course
and the hospitality of the Club’s staff. The ten golfers were joined on the porch overlooking the course for
appetizers and celebratory beverages by their non-golfing spouses and several tee sponsors. Congratulations to Dave Wangsness, Dick Deerin, and Sally Fronk (same old crowd) for walking away with the top
honors. But the real kudos go to Nancy and Dennis Roberts, who hadn’t picked up a golf club in the past
20 years; hopefully, they are hooked and will soon move from social to golf members.
Many thanks to Tot O’Mara, Peter Rohman, Tom DeMarco, and Mickey Terrone for playing and
Sharon and Larry Paz, Bill and Elsbeth Ritchie, Al and Eleanor Smith, Larry Myers, Kevin and Barbara
Cross, Madge Henning, Curt Reintsma, and especially Ryck and Karen Walbridge (because they responded having seen the notice sent to the entire community) for sponsoring a tee.
The real winner and the reason for holding the tournament is our mission outreach, for which
$1,500 was raised, thanks to the generosity of the golfers and tee sponsors. Our goal for 2020 is to double the participation and the funds raised. FORE
ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 3, 2019
The 2019 Annual Meeting of Church of the Holy Trinity-Oxford was called to order in Parish Hall by Sr. Warden Gordon Fronk at 10:55 A.M. on Sunday, November 3, 2019. The 51 members present, joined by the Rt. Reverend James
“Bud” Shand, opened with prayer.
Gordon thanked the Vestry and all the many committee members for their contributions to the very active life of our
Parish throughout the year. Then he acknowledged and thanked the three retiring Vestry members, Wendy Grubbs, Ed
Miller, and Jack Noble, and presented each with a framed Linda Luke pen-and-ink drawing of the church. Ed told a story of the man who entered his horse in the Kentucky Derby, “who didn’t have a chance of winning, but was better off for
the experience.” Our Vestry and Parish were better off for the experience Ed, Jack, and Wendy brought to us over the
past three years…in fact, 5-1/2 years, in Ed’s case.
Gordon moved that Kathy Becker, Van Holston, and Suzanne Fischer be elected to three-year terms on the Vestry,
commencing January 1, 2020; upon being seconded, the motion was approved unanimously.
Gordon moved that Van Holston, Suzanne Fisher, and Ray Munsch be elected as delegates to the 2020 Diocese of
Easton Convention and that Al Smith and Gordon Fronk be elected as alternates; upon being seconded, the motion was
approved unanimously.
Co-Treasurer David Wangsness presented the Financial Report projected through the end of 2019 and then proposed a zero-growth Budget for 2020. Following a very informative explanation, upon motion duly made and seconded,
the preliminary 2020 Budget was approved unanimously, subject to minor adjustments, based upon the amount of
pledge income committed by year end.
Stewardship Co-Chair Al Smith reported on the current status of pledging and was cautiously optimistic that we
would meet our goal of $390,000.
Junior Warden Bill Ritchie presented a list of projects completed in 2019 and observed that the buildings and
grounds were in reasonably good condition, so that the project list for 2020 is not too extensive.
Gordon presented the List of Safety Precautions implemented in 2019 to address the possibility of an unanticipated
deranged intruder…an unwelcome reality of the current times.
Tot O’Mara, our Vestry shepherd to the Mission Committee, presented the extensive list of outreach missions and
organizations, to which our Parish has contributed more than $45,000 and 2,500 man hours in 2019.
Finally, Gordon thanked Thomas Mandylas for his generous donation of the little yellow building, which Al Smith reported had been built as storage, at the prompting of his late wife, Claire, who had brought the attractive doors, originally from a 1640 chapel, found in an antique shop in England over 20 years ago. Undoubtedly, it is the most-beautiful
and expensive storage shed ever built and now will grace our campus situated contiguous to Parish Hall. All the prospective uses, other than storage, are yet to be determined.

There being no further business, upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 12
noon.
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Church Happenings

The
Story of
Moving a
Chapel
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Music
Service Musicians
11/17 Holy Trinity Choir with Melissa Wise Slacum and Gail Aveson
11/24 Gail Aveson and Deborah Smith, Vocal Duets

Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday November 24th

4 p.m. Holy Trinity

A long standing tradition in the Oxford community is the annual community Thanksgiving service.
Every year the service is held by one of the three community churches: Oxford UMC, Waters UMC, and
Church of the Holy Trinity. This is a time when we come together to give thanks for the community in
which we live, and to show support to the faith communities that provide for us in times of celebration
and need. Please come to this year's service at Holy Trinity.

Holiday Choir
Please consider joining the Holy Trinity Choir this holiday season. If you would like to sing for a short
period of time, this is a great opportunity to sing with no strings attached! Come to rehearsals and sing
with us in November and December. Rehearsals will be Saturday mornings at 9;30 a.m. in the Sanctuary on 11/16, 11/23, 11/30, 12/14 and 12/21. We appreciate your support!

Oxford Community Thanksgiving
Service and Benefit
Oxford’s Annual Community Thanksgiving Service
will be held on Sunday November 24 at 4 pm
at the Church of the Holy Trinity, 502 S Morris St.
Oxford.

Our three churches will be joined by The Friends of
Faith, a Gospel A Cappella Ensemble, Ashley Watkins, flutist, and pianists Cora Bruner and Tissier
Moaney for a time of prayer, celebration and
thanksgiving.
Leaders from Waters UMC, Oxford UMC, and Holy
Trinity will lead us in prayer as Friends in Faith, lead
us in song. Please do not miss this exciting Thanksgiving Gathering! A light meal of soup, sandwiches
and desserts will follow in the Parish Hall.
An offering will be taken to help raise funds for renovations of the Waters UMC Kitchen.
All Are Welcome!
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Ed Trickett

American Folksinger in Concert
Wednesday, November 20 at 7 pm
at The Church of the Holy Trinity
502 S Morris St. Oxford, MD
410-226-5134

Ed Trickett has many recordings (many on Folk Legacy Records). He was both
one of the central participants in the series of Golden Ring song circles, and also performed as part of a trio with Gordon Bok and Ann Mayo Muir.
Please call 410-226-5134 for additional information
and RESERVATIONS REQUIRED .
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through
worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

Give Thanks
See Christmas Bazaar
order form on back of
calendar.

