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On a beautiful spring morning we held our first in-person
service since Sunday March 15th. On June 14th our church
family gathered on the
front lawn of our
beautiful grounds and
joyously celebrated the
sacrament of Holy
Eucharist. It had been
three months since we
shared this holy meal
in the presence of one
another. As our church family held up the communion bread
nestled in hands brought together to form a sacred altar, the
bread was consecrated and consumed. We acted as one,
united body of the faithful. Many in attendance remarked
about the power of this long-delayed moment and
particularly of holding the bread of life.
Holy Eucharist, the sacrament given to us by Christ at the
last supper, forms a sacred bond between the faithful. It is
the meal where all are recognized as God’s beloved. We
were reminded that day that we are all one. Those present
on the lawn shared this celebration of the Sacrament with
our neighbors on their front porches along Caroline St., and
our brothers and sisters who continued to participate
through the virtual connection that has held us together over
the last few months. There were no walls, no boundaries at
this meal. All were welcome, equal, and loved. This was a
message we all needed to experience in these trouble times.
This sacrament created for us a vision of the kingdom. As
the gospel text proclaimed on this day “The kingdom of
heaven has come near.”
“Christ comes to us bringing good news of God’s grace
and generosity. Christ has inaugurated for us a sacred
meal, and summoned us to have communion with him…As
we worship, our hope and conviction that life is stronger
than death and love is the key to life is reinforced… In the
Eucharist we put our belief about God, about our life
together and about ourselves into words and actions. We
come to touch the hem of Christ’s garment.”NZE Book of Common
Prayer

While this celebration was different in some ways from
what we were accustomed to prior to March, the new signs

and symbols of caring and respect for one another
powerfully re-emphasized our solidarity with each other
during this time of pandemic. We wear masks, keep 7 feet
apart, and sing the hymns in our minds. These limiting
experiences remind us of God’s command that comes to us
from our heritage in the earliest recorded Scriptures, “love
your neighbor as yourself.” Leviticus 19:18 What you do affects
me and what I do affects you. Our care for ourselves is
completely dependent on our care for each other. The
pandemic is the great equalizer – what is necessary and
good for one to stay healthy is completely dependent on the
same treatment for the other. As we continue to gather inperson and via the web each Sunday, this celebration will be
one of welcome and acceptance for all – just as God
ordained our life on earth to be.
Note: Elsewhere in this issue are guidelines for our outdoor
services as well as an explanation of how we will safely
share the Eucharist at these services. Weather permitting
we will continue to celebrate the Holy Eucharist each Sunday
at 9:30 on the front lawn of the church.
Remote Viewing: Rain or shine our services will continue to
be broadcast each
Sunday. However,
we have found that
we need to use a
different technology
platform for remote
viewing if a service
is held outside. To
make connecting to
our service
broadcasts as easy
as possible, there are now two links on our webpage. A
sunny orange button labeled “Click Here During Sunny
Weather for service via Zoom” has been added to the page.
For inclement weather when we cannot host a service
outside, the usual blue button is located at the bottom of the
webpage to connect to the Holy Trinity network.
Please note: If an outdoor service needs to be cancelled, a
cancellation email will be sent at 8:00 am and the message
on the church phone will also be changed to reflect that
decision. Whether we gather outside or via remote viewing,
we can take comfort that we are one people,
Blessings,
worshipping our one, loving God.
Father Kevin
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CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION
•

•

•

•

•

•

Thanks to all of you for your patience, understanding,
and support during this pandemic. Daily, you show
how we can live out God’s command to “love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Thank you to the members of our Pandemic Advisory
team: Betty Anderson, Cora Bruner, George Curlin,
Susan DeLean-Botkin, Tom DeMarco, Gordon Fronk,
Bill Ritchie, Rich Wagner and Dan Wright. Your
sound guidance has been invaluable.
Thank you to our Roadies: Dick Deerin, Gordon
Fronk, Bob Kelly, Cameron and Michelle Mactavish,
Dennis Roberts, Ray Stevens and Tim Wilson, for
their superb work setting up and running our new
outdoor sound system. It may not resemble the
glamorous life of being a rock band roadie but your
rewards will be great in heaven.
Thank you to Simon Arnstein, Susan Delean-Botkin,
Tom DeMarco and Tom Reynolds for staffing the
check in stations for our outdoor service and keeping
us safe.
Thank you to Barbara for her service as an as
acolyte, lector, altar and flower member. We could
not host our Sunday services without her splendid
support.
Great appreciation to all of our parishioners who
have kept their pledging up to date and for all those
who have contributed additional financial assistance
so that the ministries of Holy Trinity can continue.
Blessings. Fr. Kevin

Mystery Photo No guesses
Can you guess what this is? Please email your
guesses to office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org

Our
stained
glass
window
restoration project is complete!
Thank you to the
Martien family
for their generous donation in
memory of Bunny Bond Martien
which enabled
us to finish this
project.

Holy Trinity Milestones
Significant Birthdays:
Gloria Hamilton 100 years young on May 31
George Wadelton 97 years young on June 17
Passed on:

Dan DeHart
Susette Windsor
Matthew Osborne
Mike Sheridan

Baptism
Vivian Ann Mathias Brian June 20
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First Outdoor Service June 14, 2020

Administration of Holy Communion
As we begin to regather for services, the safety of our congregation is our utmost concern. The safe administration of
Holy Communion presents a particular challenge. We have proposed, and our Bishop has approved, on a trial basis,
the following protocol for a safe and reverent distribution of Holy Communion. It has been designed to minimize the
possibility of transmitting the virus that normal administration might present via the close proximity of the eucharist
minister and/or touching of the host.
To eliminate these risks, attendees will be asked to bring their own bread from home to be consecrated and received during the service. While unleavened, Syrian type bread is preferred, any bread will be fine.
Just as the apostles gathered around the table at the Last Supper, we gather to share in the
sacred meal of Christ. During the Celebration of the Prayer of Holy Communion, those who
desire to receive communion, will be asked to hold up the bread in their hands. Placing one
palm over the other, the palms will create an “altar” on which the bread will be sacredly presented.
Communicants will be invited to hold up their “altar” with the bread on it at the consecration.
The bread on the main altar and on all of the little altars will be consecrated at once. At Communion
the Eucharist Minister will proclaim the words “The Body of Christ, the Bread of Salvation” as each
of us, together, will receive the consecrated Body of Christ.
Note: Only the host will be received at communion. One element, the bread, is sufficient for
a full communion. Additionally, the prayer of Spiritual Communion will continue to be offered
for those who are unable or prefer not to receive in this manner.
It is my prayer that this practice will help all of us be safe yet allow for a resumption of the physical reception of communion.
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More Of First
Service June
14, 2020

Change for Change
The Sunday School children thank you all for your
generous donations to our Change for Change project. We will be meeting soon (via Zoom) to decide
how to distribute the funds. Check out the next
newsletter to see what the children decide.
Barbara Cross
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The New Testament You Never Knew: Exploring the Context, Purpose, and Meaning of the Story of God – Bible
Study
We will conclude our Zoom Bible Study in the next 2 weeks. The New Testament You Never Knew: Exploring the Context, Purpose, and Meaning of the Story of God. This Bible study will combine readings, discussion,
and a video series hosted by well-known biblical scholars N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird.
“N. T. Wright and Michael Bird, team up to take you on a tour of the story behind the explosive story of the New Testament. You will discover things you never knew about Jesus’
baptism and journey into the wilderness, the meaning behind his parables and miracles,
the significance of his death and resurrection, the incredible expansion of the early church
into the Greco-Roman world, and how the transforming mission of Jesus can still turn the
world upside down today.”
If you are interested in participating, please email or call Fr. Kevin. This group will meet on
Tuesdays at 2 pm starting on May 12. Each session will run for about 75 minutes.
Please note: We are able offer this 8-part series on-line with the kind permission of
HarperCollins Christian Publishing.

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY
A group of women meeting together to enjoy fellowship and to enrich our spiritual life journey with lively conversations and discussions --- often centered around faith based contemporary literature and studies. We are continuing to meet every other Wednesday morning via Zoom. Our next gathering will be Wednesday, June 24 h at 9:00
am. An inspirational story or reading will be sent out a couple days before the call to encourage some uplifting
thoughts and conversations. This is a little different format during these at home times to help us focus on Hope,
Faith and a Positive Perspective.
Call Beverly Rohman at 410-829-9561 for more information.

Morning Prayer Tuesdays at 8:30 am
Held via Zoom

www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org and click on the orange button to connect.
If you are not able to join this service I encourage your
Morning Prayer is an ancient practice of Christianity. In to take time to observe Morning Prayer in your home usmany times and places, daybreak has been a time of ing the provided resources.
I hope to see on Zoom!.
prayer. Jews prayed in their synagogues at sunrise as
well as at other times each day. This Jewish pattern of Fr. Kevin
prayer formed the basis of the Christian monastic Daily
Service Broadcasts:
Office, with its prayers or "hours" at seven times in each
day. Thomas Cranmer's revision of the Daily Office for the
first English Prayer Book (1549) reduced the number of Sunday Celebration of Holy Eucharist go to our web
services to two-one for morning (Matins) and one for
page www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org Down load a
evening (Evensong or vespers). In the Second English copy of the bulleting and click on the blue button in
Prayer Book (1552), the morning service was given its
the bottom right corner
present name, Morning Prayer.
We meet for Morning Prayer every Tuesday at 8:30
Morning Prayer - Tuesday at 8:30 am using Zoom
am using Zoom technology. We have noticed that this
technology
format does indeed support a sense of community something we all need in these times. If you have never
participated in Morning Prayer we hope you will give it a A template for Morning Prayer can be downloaded at
try. If you have, we invite you back to this meditative
time.
I have attached a template for Morning Prayer so that
everyone can participate whether they have a Book of
b5c741e5282c.pdf
Common Prayer or not.
To join Morning Prayer go to:
https://files.constantcontact.com/777ce2b0301/
www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org a n d c l i c k o n
d5fdd394-ab87-4371-8e90-b5c741e5282c.pdf
To join via Zoom go to:
orange button
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Passano
Anniversary
Wishes

Easter Sunday Flowers and
Filling Candles

Chapel Sidewalk
Installation
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The Church of the Holy Trinity Regathering Guidelines
We have all missed our church home and community during this time of pandemic. A task force composed of your fellow parishioners with expertise in health care has been tracking the evolution of the
pandemic and providing counsel regarding our practices and plans for the eventual resumption of services.
Based on the current stage of the pandemic and considering the guidance from the CDC, state, municipal, and diocesan task forces, a limited re-gathering of our church community now seems safe to consider. Accordingly, our parish task force has made specific recommendations based on the unique
characteristics of our congregation and facilities.
Currently, we resumed an in-person Sunday service on Sunday June 14 at 9:30 using the following
guidance:
•
•
•
•

Our outdoor service will be held on the front lawn, weather permitting.
Attendees are asked to rsvp.
Attendees are asked to arrive early to help us avoid delays at the entrances.
Wearing masks and maintaining appropriate social distancing is required. Attendees are
asked to bring their own masks and wear them upon arrival.
• All attendees will be required to have a temperature check and be asked a few questions
about their health before entering the service area. If a temperature is above 100.4 the
attendee will be advised to return home. It is requested that anyone feeling ill, stay home
and attend the service via broadcast. A list of attendees will be recorded. Ushers will maintain social distancing at the entrance if there is a line.
Seating
• Attendees are asked to bring their own chairs.
• Seating area will be assigned by ushers.
Music
• There will be music, but congregational singing will not be permitted at this time.
Holy Communion
• In response to my request, our Bishop has given permission on a trial basis, for a communion practice adapted for this time of pandemic. In order to minimize the possible of transmission of the virus through the administration of communion, attendees may bring their
own bread to be consecrated. Spiritual Communion will continue for those who prefer it.
Recession from the service will be carefully directed by our ushers to avoid crowding.
Broadcast of these outdoor services will be available using Zoom technology. If the weather is inclement the service will be available only for viewing on the Holy Trinity network. Links to both
platforms are on the HT webpage at www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org.
Service Cancellation: If the weather does not permit an outdoor service, Notification of the outdoor
service cancellation will be sent via email and on the office answering machine.
Parking
• A limited number of handicap spots will be available on site for in car attendance. RSVP.
• All other parking will be offsite: Morris St., Pope’s parking lot, Caroline St., Tred Avon St. and
West St.

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity
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MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through
worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of
committed people willingly sharing their talents to
help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of
where one might be on that journey.

