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Charlie Brown once said, “It’s a very strange...Sometimes you lie in bed at night and you don’t have a single
thing to worry about...That always worries me.” Feeling anxious? You are not alone. The pandemic has
caused many of us to feel a disproportionate amount of this emotion. We spend much of our time worrying.
We adopt dysfunctional behaviors that cause disruption in our already turned upside-down lives. COVID 19
has gone far beyond being just a physical disease. It has adversely impacted us emotionally, socially, and
spiritually as well.
Jesus tells us: “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of
life?” Matthew 6:25
I believe this firmly, but to be honest, my individual belief is not strong enough alone to vanquish the adverse
impact of this time on my life. I still worry. I still feel fearful. I still feel sad at the changes that have been
forced on my life.
I don’t imagine my difficulties are much different from what many of you have experienced. And for me, that
realization is where hope begins to break through. We are not in this alone. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote: “we
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality; tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly, affects all indirectly.” It is that network of mutuality that gives me encouragement. It is accepting the
truth of that statement that allows me to breath a bit more easily and allows me to loosen my grip. What we do
for each other, what we do for the community, lifts us all up. The weight of these times is too heavy for any of
us to carry alone. But as the old saying goes many hands make light work. Well, many hearts can lift many
spirits.
One simple step we can all take is that we can pray for each other. We can affirm our connectedness as a
family of God. We can get out of our self-obsessions and think and act on behalf of the other. How often have
you experienced the truth of the fundamental principle that when you give to another, you find yourself not
emptied but filled up?
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30
Jesus has invited us to find strength in the body of Christ. Christ’s body is made up of all of his beloved. Let
us pray as one body for the strength to find in these times new ways to walk The Way of Love. Instead of lying
in bed worrying like Charlie Brown, try prayer.
Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God. It is night after a long day.
What has been done has been done; what has not been done has not been done; let it be. The night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. The night is quiet. Let the quietness
of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds the dawn. Let us look
expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. In your name we pray. Amen. New Zealand Night Prayer
Take care, stay well, know you are loved, Father Kevin

Page 2

LIFELINE

CHEERS and APPRECIATION
•

•

•

•

•

Thank you to our choir for resuming their singing at our service on November 1. Special
thanks to Cora for researching and acquiring
the “singer’s Masks” that allow our choir to
safely sing in these times. We also give
thanks to Michelle Webb and Wendell Banyay
for playing in October with their new instrument covers. They have all shown us that
where there is a will there is way.
Thank you to our Sunday morning Roadie crew
for setting up the sound, video, and altar for
outside services. Special thanks for their fast
work taking it all down in the downpour on All
Saints Day.
Thank you to our Pandemic Consulting Team
who continue to help us journey safely
through this time and plan for our eventual
return to indoor services.
Thank you to our youth and children who continue to show us the way of love (see articles
in this Lifeline).
.

Blessings. Fr. Kevin

Men’s Inquiring Believers
Men’s Inquiring Believers meets on
Mondays September through early
May for Bible study at 6 pm.
Last
year we studied a diverse group of
works: “The Churches the Apostles Left Behind”
by Raymond Brown, “The Gnostic Gospels” by
Elaine Pagels, 5 video lectures on the gnostic gospels by Prof. Luke Timothy Johnson of Emory
Univ., “A Short History of Myth” by Karen Armstrong and “Paul: A Biography” by N.T. Wright.
This group offers fellowship and seeks to develop
a clearer concept of how God works in our lives
and how we work with, and understand, God. The
group has begun this year with David Jensen’s Living Hope: The Future and Christian Faith. This
year’s meetings will initially be held using the
Zoom meeting format. If you are interested in
joining, please call Ray Munsch at 215-3562481. All are welcome!

Holy Trinity Milestones
Passed on:

Herman Stevens

ANNUAL APPEAL – Your 2021 pledge as we safely remain
“Socially distant, spiritually connected!”

Please remember to return your Pledge Card.
On behalf of the Church of the Holy Trinity, thank you for your support.
Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs
Sandy & Ron Kaufman, and Earl Segal
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WOMAN ON A JOURNEY

Food Donations

Women on a Journey will continue with
our latest selection –

“For whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones in the name of a disciple- truly I tell
you, none of these will lose their reward.”. Matthew 10:42

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant

The Food Pantry at the Neighborhood Service Center
has always been a major focus of our activity. Unfortunately, the pandemic made the collecting and delivering of food items to the NSC a risky endeavor and for a
time, the NSC stopped accepting food donations.
However, we have just been informed that the NSC
has resumed accepting food items. While it is still too
risky to resume our activity to collect and deliver food
items, you are invited to drop off food items in the container at the entrance to the Center. The NSC is located at 126 Port St., Easton, MD 21601.

November 4th & November 18th
9:00 am via Zoom
For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@gmail.com

Sunday School News
The Sunday School
met outside on October 4th
to celebrate God’s creation. We were socially distanced, and enjoyed being
together, having a scavenger hunt, and drawing pictures of God’s creation. We
will continue with this theme
outside as weather permits.

Forward Day by Day
Many of you enjoy starting
your day with a meditation from
the devotional Forward Day by
Day. We have received our order of booklets for November/
December/January. Since the
parish hall is not accessible at
this time, we would be happy to
send you a copy by mail or you may call us to
pick one up. If you would like to receive a copy,
please call the parish office. This daily prayer
resource is available in regular and large print.

The Talbot Interfaith Shelter (TIS) could use donations of clothing (infant & adult), household supplies
and food (See list posted on this page). TIS is one of
the few shelters that provide services to families. Our
Mission team has decided to adopt the Shelter as one
of our primary relationships this year. You may drop
off donations at: 107 Goldsborough St., Easton, MD
21601.
You are a generous people who know that our faith
is about discipleship and true discipleship is about
service to others. Let us strive to continue to be good
disciples and caring companions of God’s family.
Thank you. Bless you.
2 baby monitors

Laundry detergent

Body wash

Juice boxes

Coffee & tea (hot &
cold)

Tooth pastes &
brushes

Dish detergent

Diapers size 4 & 5

Hair shampoo

Toilet paper

Foil

Sugar

Kitchen roll paper
towels

Zip lock bags all
sizes

Food storage containers

Church Cookbook
We have all been cooking at home more this past
year. We have all tried out old recipes or invented
new ones. Let’s share our new wealth of knowledge
and good eats through creating a new church cookbook. I don’t think Holy Trinity has published one
since the early 2000’s. It is time. Please collect one
or two favorite recipes and send them to the church
office. Also send pictures-drawings of your dish or
humorous quarantine pictures or humor.
Time to get cooking folks!
Fr. Kevin
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75th Anniversary Shower
On Tuesday November 17, Clint and Mary Clubb will celebrated their 75 th
Wedding Anniversary! The Clubb’s are well loved, long time parishioners of Holy Trinity. They have contributed to this parish and the diocese in many different
roles and ways over the years. They have helped make us the vibrant parish
that we are today. We, their church family, join in congratulating them and
celebrating this sacred and joyous occasion.
Clint and Mary are currently living at Bailey Chase – Acts living community in
Easton. Due to the limitations of these times we cannot gather with them, but I
would like to invite you to shower them with cards. Please send your best wishes to; Clint and Mary Clubb, 545 Cynwood Drive, Apt. W 202, Easton Md 21601. Note: the above picture
is from the celebration of their 73rd anniversary at Holy Trinity last year.

Extending a Helping Hand
Sunday school students Justin and Joseph Callahan present
a check to Marilyn Neal, Director of the Neighborhood Service
Center in Easton. Thanks to you, our generous parishioners, the
COVID pandemic did not stop the Sunday School class from raising money for others during their Change for Change Lenten project. The needs continue to grow and Ms. Neal was most grateful that the Sunday School children remember those in need

Colin Lang – A model of a good scout and faithful disciple
Colin Lang has been working toward fulfilling the requirements for advancement to the highly honored level of Eagle Scout. Eagle Scout is the highest achievement of rank attainable in
the Scouts program of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). Since its inception in 1911, only four percent
of Scouts have earned this rank after a lengthy review process. Requirements include earning at least
21 merit badges. The Eagle Scout must demonstrate Scout Spirit, an ideal attitude based upon the
Scout Oath and Law, service, and leadership. This includes an extensive service project that the Scout
plans, organizes, leads, and manages.
Colin is 3rd on left, white shirt
Colin has grown up at Holy Trinity participating in our
Sunday School & Youth groups and serving as an acolyte and lector at Holy Trinity. He wanted his service
project to benefit his church community. Colin and
the team of scouts he directed, recently rebuilt the
office fire escape which due to weathering had weakened and become more of a hazard than a safety
structure. He also plans to build a gated enclosure
fence around the church’s waste barrels which will
hiding them from the view of visitors to our Columbarium and thus enhance the sanctity of this holy
space. We thank Colin for his dedication to our
church and living up to the high standards of an eagle scout.
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ECW Christmas Gifting

Blessing of the Animals

With the cancellation of this year's
Christmas Bazaar, the women of the
ECW have been working creatively to
fund ongoing mission outreach to our
communities, while also staying
safe. We are excited to share this
year's answer to celebrating a socially
distanced Christmas with the "ECW
Christmas Gifting" offer! You will soon
be receiving a letter and "ECW Gifting
Form," giving you the chance to honor
or remember a loved one with a donation in their honor or memory. A stunning Christmas card, featuring one of
the beautiful photographs taken by our
very own Barbara Cross, will be personalized for each honoree or remembrance, and all direct donations, honorees, and remembrances will be
listed in a December church bulletin
and also the January Lifeline.

On the Feast of St.
Francis we held our
annual Blessing of the
Animals. At our Sunday Service the children brought their favorite stuffed animal
and/or pictures of their pets. After the service a blessing was
held for all the town’s animals and their families. It was no
surprise that with Oxford being such a dog friendly town, we
blessed about 50 dogs, a
couple of cats and a
bucket of six crabs! All
complied with the required social distancing
except the crabs. Note;
the owners of the crabs
were forbidden from consuming them that day.

Dust Off Your Angel Wings
For the past several years our church has participated in the Salvation Army program known as Christmas Angels. Those wishing to participate have selected a Christmas Angel from an angel tree in the River Room. The angel ticket had an identifying number and description of a local child in need of Christmas presents. Information such as age, gender, size and a wish list was provided. Our generous parishioners shopped and tagged the gifts. We then delivered to them to the Salvation Army in Cambridge
where they were distributed to the children.
We have all changed the way we live this year. Grabbing a cart and cruising the aisles of Walmart picking up some gifts for our angel is not a safe activity. I have talked to the Salvation Army staffer in charge
of the Christmas Angel program. They have volunteers and staffers who are more than happy to shop for
us this one year. They also can use the money to make bulk purchases that will provide more for those
in need. So, the church is accepting financial contributions that will be gathered and sent to the Army
where it will be used to provide gifts for children in need of a Merry Christmas.
As in many things, sometimes having to change something that was working well can actually provide
benefits. In the past the program has been limited to the thirty people who actually picked a child and
did that shopping. This year everyone can participate. Also, this year contributions of any size are more
than welcome. I am hoping we can make a significant contribution early in December.
If you want to make a contribution of any size, please make a check out to Holy Trinity clearly noting
that it is for the Christmas Angel program and mail it to PO Box 387, Oxford, MD 21654 by November
30th.
I am hoping we can make a significant contribution early in December. 2020 has been hard on the
kids. Let’s not let Christmas become another victim of this virus.
Thank you so much,
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Josh and Will Smith
An Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held on October 4, for Joshua Newnam Schmidt and William Parsons Schmidt. This ceremony, attended by their family and a few invited friends and guests,
was held in the church yard by the banks of the Tred Avon. An
Eagle Court of Honor celebrates and recognizes Scouts who
have attained Scouting’s highest rank. Jack Noble, Eagle Scout
Class of 1945 presented the Eagle Challenge peppered with
thoughts about the changes in the world since he achieved Eagle
Scout but also about the remarkable dedication to the virtues of
Scouting on the Eagle Scout journey that has continued through
the years.
We at Holy Trinity have been the Schmidt’s families’ church family. Josh and Will have participated in
Sunday School, The Youth Group and have served as lectors and ushers. The Eagle Court of Honor has
been referred to as Scouting’s greatest moment. I am sure this event will long be remembered fondly by
these two wonderful, young men. Josh and Will were recognized and honored by their church family at
our service on October 5th. Please join me in congratulating these two fine
young men. Josh and Will, we are so proud of you !

TEAM OXFORD’ BIKES FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM IN AFRICA.
Team Oxford had beautiful weather on Saturday Oct 24 for the Move for Malawi bike ride in support
of Advancing Girls Education (AGE Africa). Holy Trinity parishioners Bob
Kelly and Curt Reintsma were joined by fellow Oxfordian Harvey Zendt
to complete a 20 mile ride. Sarah Ramsey provided team support, including delicious home made scones, at the midpoint in Easton.
The team raised a total of $7400! Big thanks again to all supporters,
including several Lifeline readers. AGE Africa works to provide educational opportunities and life skills training to young women in Malawi. Research shows educating girls is highly effective in building resilient families, communities and even national leadership. Hard working
young people in Malawi have very few opportunities in life, and are extremely grateful for these rare chances for a brighter future through education.
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Choir is Reconvening!
Do you enjoy singing? Would you like to meet a great group of people? Come join us Friday mornings at
10:30 a.m.! The Holy Trinity Choir has found a safe way to gather and sing together. We would love to
have you join us! No experience necessary. Please drop Cora an email at corabruner60@gmail.com

November Service Music
Church and guest musicians sharing their talents with us adds a special touch to our worship services. Please welcome
November 1st The Holy Trinity Choir
November 22nd The Delmarva Trio and The Holy Trinity
Choir
Do you have a favorite hymn or holiday carol? Please send
Cora an email, corabruner60@gmail.com, so we can highlight
your favorites.

Save the Date!
Denise Nathanson, Cellist, and Cora Bruner, Pianist,
share carols and holiday music Sunday afternoon, December 13th at 4 p.m. We enjoy playing together and
would like to give you the opportunity to listen in! Additional details will follow in early December.

Coping During the Pandemic
COVID-19 19 is taking a toll on all of us. During this unprecedented time, many of us are feeling
stressed, fearful, and isolated. The feelings and behaviors that we have experienced have been so
widely observed that they have even been classified under as diagnosis, COVID-19 Stress Syndrome.
This syndrome is defined by five core symptoms: fear of danger and contamination, fear of adverse socio-economic consequences, checking and reassurance seeking, xenophobia and traumatic stress
symptoms. Few of us have escaped the adverse impact of this time. As the holidays approach, we may
even experience more difficulty as we have to change our customs and expectations. And, let’s face it,
we are all weary. We need some relief.
On Monday, November 16th at 7 pm Suzanne Fisher, M. A. Counselor, Susan DeLean-Botkin, CRNP,
Rev. Dr. Lisa Webb, and Fr. Kevin Cross will offer a Zoom based presentation to offer an understanding
of how this time is affecting us physically, mentally, and spiritually and to offer suggestions on ways to
healthfully handle the stress and strengthen our abilities to cope.
This session will be conducted by Zoom.
Time: Nov 16, 2020 07:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4251462368?pwd=bEh0VWkxdnBsSVNYb1RlcDVxNFdJUT09
One tap mobile: +13017158592,
Meeting ID: 425 146 2368
Passcode: trinity1

PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community
dedicated to growing in God’s love through
worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed people willingly sharing
their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others also on the journey, and non
-judgmental of where one might be on that journey.

November’s Birth Flower

