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A Grateful Life 

“Piglet noticed that even though he had a very small heart, it could hold a rather 

large amount of gratitude.”—A.A. Milne. 

     This community of Holy Trinity clearly sees its calling to be a grateful people.  

     As I thought about gratitude, a quote came to mind by theologian and pastoral 

priest, Henri Nouwen.  He challenges us with another side to gratitude:  “To be 

grateful for the good things that happen in our lives is easy, but to be grateful for all of our lives - the good as 

well as the bad, the moments of joy as well as the moments of sorrow, the successes as well as the failures, 

the rewards as well as the rejections - that requires hard spiritual work. Still, we are only truly grateful people 

when we can say thank you to all that has brought us to the present moment. As long as we keep dividing our 

lives between events and people we would like to remember and those we would rather forget, we cannot 

claim the fullness of our beings as a gift of God to be grateful for. Let’s not be afraid to look at everything that 

has brought us to where we are now and trust that we will soon see in it the guiding hand of a loving God.”  

     Gratitude for what “we would rather forget.”  That is a hard concept to grasp.  However, we are confronted 

with such events on a daily basis so we cannot simply ignore or forget them.  We have now been through 16 

months of pandemic in which most have suffered some loss. Life is as much about losing  loved ones, 

suffering personal setbacks, and grieving at lost opportunities as it is about celebrating the good things.  In 

fact, somedays life is more lemons than lemonade and not all lemons can or should be made into lemonade.  

Nouwen suggests that to be truly grateful people we must find something redemptive in the 

good and not so good times in life. Our faith after all, is one of redemption, one of hope, 

and with that hope, one of promise.  Our Scriptures tells us that “He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 

of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

   Such  faith points us toward finding a way to feel gratitude for life in its entirety.  If we can 

approach each day beginning with gratitude for life itself, then the hard times can become 

more bearable and its hard edges can be smoothed. Being grateful is a choice.  Being 

grateful takes work.  However, working at a life based on gratitude will strengthen our muscles of hope and 

endurance to get through the hard times.  Many times, in Jesus’ ministry he was confronted by obstacles and 

hard hearts.  Many times, he experienced loss as we do.  Yet with his grateful heart Jesus was able to raise  
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Blessings. Fr. Kevin 

    

             

                  CHEERS  and  APPRECIATION            

 

               
• Gratefulness for the wonderful response to our 

June Mission activity. Together we provided 4 very 

full car loads of nutritious food for the Talbot Care 

Pack program.  See thank you letter on page 7. 

• Congratulations to Will and Josh Schmidt for be-

ing awarded the Women and Girls Fund of the 

Mid Shore “Thank You For Showing Up “ award in 

May.  See Recognition Award on page 4.  We are 

proud of you! 

• Deep gratitude for Carol Patterson’s Prayer Shawl 

ministry.  Her shawls have provided comfort to 

many. 

• Thank you to Jr. Wardens Michelle Mactavish and 

Bill Ritchie for coordinating the installation of 

flooring and painting of the Chapel and Church 

trim, oversight of a necessary HVAC repair, and 

the ongoing care taking of our beautiful grounds.  

• Thank you to this congregation.  You make Holy 

Trinity a place of grace, beauty, friendship, and 

holiness. 

Forward Day by Day 

Many of you enjoy starting 

your day with a meditation 

from the devotional Forward 

Day by Day.  We have re-

ceived our order of booklets 

for August/September/

October.   We have left cop-

ies on the table outside the 

entrance to the hall for you 

to pick up or we would be 

happy to send you a copy by mail.  If you would 

like to receive a copy, please call the parish of-

fice.  This daily prayer resource is available in 

regular and large print.  

Blessings, Fr. Kevin 

Continued from page 1 

people up out of despair, heal wounds, and 

transform the world around him.  He has told us 

we have the power to do the same “ Very truly I 

tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 

works I have been doing, and they will do even 

greater things than these…” John 14:12  

    A good practice to help strengthen our prac-

tice of gratitude is to start each day with The 

Prayer of St. Francis.  Let  us pray, “Lord, make 

me an instrument of your peace: where there is 

hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there 

is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be con-

soled as to console, to be understood as to un-

derstand, to be loved as to love.  For it is in giv-

ing that we receive, it is in pardoning that we 

are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 

born to eternal life. Amen.”  

    Let this be for all of us a summer of gratitude.  

ICE CREAM SUNDAY CELEBRATION , 

 August 1 at 9:30 am  

Please come to our an-

nual Ice Cream Sunday, 

featuring the best ice 

cream from The High-

land Creamery.  Ice 

cream refreshment will 

be offered at the fellow-

ship time following our 

9:30 am outdoor ser-

vice on Sunday August 1st.  Holy Trinity will offer 

spiritual nourishment for your soul and body on 

this morning.  
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Connie’s Corner This Month, Love is 

the Theme 

The problem is, We look for someone to grow old together, 

While the secret is to find someone to stay a child with! 

(Charles Bukowski) 
 

A group of professional people posed this question to a group 

of 4 to 8 year-olds, 'What does love mean?' The answers they 

got were broader, deeper, and more profound than anyone 

could have ever imagined! 
 

'When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over 

and paint her toenails anymore... So my grandfather does it 

for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. 

That's love.'  Rebecca - age 8 
 

'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is dif-

ferent. You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.'  

Billy - age 4 
 

'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.' Terri - age 4 
 

'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and 

she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste 

is OK.'  Danny - age 8 
 

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop 

opening presents and just listen.'  Bobby - age 7 (Wow!) 
 

'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a 

friend who you hate.' Nikka - age 6 (we need a few million 

more Nikka's on this planet) 
 

'Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are 

still friends even after they know each other so well.' Tommy - 

age 6 
 

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still 

says he is handsomer than Robert Redford.'  Chris - age 7 
 

'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down 

and little stars come out of you.' (what an image!) Karen - age 

7 
 

'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if 

you mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget.' Jessica - 

age 8 
 

And the final one: The winner was a four year old child whose 

next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had recent-

ly lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went 

into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, and just 

sat there. When his mother asked what he had said to the 

neighbor, the little boy said, 'Nothing, I just helped him cry.' 

(this made me cry!)  

 

Now, take a few seconds and post this for others to inspire 

and spread Love like butter!  And then be a child again today!

     

 

To be continued next issue 

Holy Trinity Milestones 

First Communion: 

         Joseph Callahan 

         Justin Callahan 

Passed on: 

          Tilghman Paca Logan 

 

Worship Services 

Weekly Morning Prayer: Tuesdays at 8:30 

am. Broadcast only via Zoom.   

Sunday Holy Eucharist Celebration s 

8:00 am Indoor Service*: Celebrate Holy 

Eucharist within the sacred sanctuary of our 

beautiful, historic church. This service is al-

so broadcast via the Holy Trinity network. 

9:30 am Indoor Service*: Celebrate Holy 

Eucharist within the sacred sanctuary of our 

beautiful, historic church. This service is al-

so broadcast via the Holy Trinity network. 

*Please note: The first Sunday of every 

month we hold one combined service  at 

9:30 am on the front lawn of the church. 

Safety: We follow all CDC, Diocesan, and local 

guidelines in establishing our service protocols.  

The church and parish hall buildings are ventilated 

using state of art HVAC cleaning systems that use 

high level filtration and UV light treatment to sani-

tize the circulating air flow.  Masking is required for 

those who are not vaccinated. 

To join any of our services by broadcast please go 

to our web page at www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org 

and click on the designated service button. 

http://www.holytrinityoxfordmd.org
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Carol Patterson with Some of 

Her Beautiful Prayer Shawls 

Hostess with the Mostest  

on July 4th Refreshments 
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Mission 

   As announced in the May Lifeline, each month we will have a new mission activity to 

“show our faith by works”.  In June, four carloads of food were delivered to Talbot Care 

Pack Program.  Thank you!  

July Mission Activity –  Camp Agape Book Collection 

      One of the annual programs we support through our mission activity is the Agape Ministries 

program. This is a program for children of incarcerated parents that is run by the Diocese of 

Easton. There are various programs held throughout the year for the children to get together and receive 

special time and attention. For years we have provided support for the Camp Agape program, which is 

now held at the Diocese’s Camp Wright in Stevensville.  

   One of the offerings of the camp has been a ‘book nook” where the campers could quietly read. Most 

of these children do not have many books at home. At the end of camp, the children have been 

encouraged to take home the books so that they can build a library.  Books are also distributed at 

various Agape events throughout the year. 

   As with many things, this year has been a bit different due to Covid.  The Agape Ministries team mailed 

boxes of fun to the children during the year.  This year only a few children have chosen to go to camp so 

instead of setting up a book nook, we will be collecting new and gently used books to be included in 

these back to school boxes.   

    We need you to help continue to make this happen. Donations of gently used and new books are 

sought for all ages. The campers are ages 7-14, but they also love to bring home books to their younger 

and older siblings.  Agape Ministries runs other programs for ages 3 -17 throughout the year. 

    Our July Mission project is to conduct a book drive to enrich the lives of these eager readers. Books 

may be dropped off at the Parish Hall during the week.  A bin will be placed at the entrance to collect the 

books. The last day for collecting the books is Sunday August 1. Thank you for your continued support of 

this important ministry. 
 

   “Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” — Frederick Douglass 
 

   “A book, too, can be a star, ‘explosive material, capable of stirring up fresh life endlessly,’ a living fire 

to lighten the darkness, leading out into the expanding universe.”– Madeleine L’Engle 

Summer Reading 

Summer is a great time to relax physically and mentally.  I look for light reading 

during the summer months and have a series to recommend to one and all.  Phil-

ip Gulley is a Quaker pastor, writer, and speaker from Danville, Indiana.  Gulley 

has written 22 books, including the Harmony series recounting life in the eccen-

tric Quaker community of Harmony, Indiana.  I recently discovered this series and 

loved it.  If you want to read something that is truly laugh out loud funny and kind-

hearted, pick up one of the 8 books in this series.  It is best to start with Home to 

Harmony.  You will have hours of fun reading ahead of you and come away from 

it refreshed and with a smile.  Like all good tales it also will enrich the way you 

live your life  
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Joseph and Justin 

Callahan cele-

brated their First 

Communion on 

June 6. 

Bobby Lippincott 221 Sailing Coach of the Year 
 

      Bobby, son of Richard and Pucky Lippincott was recently awarded Sailing Coach of the Year by 

Sail1Design.  His award notes that  “For most of us, Bobby has been much more than the person who 

took our kids from newbie summer sailors to being competitive at a national level.  He has been the men-

tor, friend, and role model who has taught our kids as much about sportsmanship, inclusion, persever-

ance, and self-reliance as he has about sailing.  I’ve traveled with Bobby’s team to countless regattas in 

my daughter’s several years of serious competitive sailing and seen Bobby tackle the inevitable setbacks 

– no wind, broken gear, broken trailer, disappointing races – with relentless optimism.  Problems are fixa-

ble or they are learning experiences: either way, Bobby is going to be proud of his kids and ready to make 

each discouraging moment a teachable one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     There are many top Opti coaches who specialize in producing little winners.  What sets Bobby apart as 

a coach is his ability to convey to his kids a true love of sailing for its own sake, a passion that nothing to 

do with where each kid ranks at the end of the day in some USODA competition.  Bobby’s horizon is far 

greater than Opti sailing; his giving each and every sailor his best every day. He sets a great example of 

being courteous and kind.” 

 Bobby, congratulations to you from your church family! 

 

Flooring Installed and Trim Painted 

 In the Chapel 
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 July Service Musicians 

July 18th    9:30 a.m.  Holy Trinity Choir  

 

 
 

 

Shepherd Songs 

July 14, 2021    5 p.m. 

Holy Trinity Columbarium 

We invite parishioners, music friends, and those seeking a few minutes of beautiful music in an 
idyllic setting to join us for a time of reflection on July 14th.  Composer Joel Raney based Shep-
herd Songs, a series of 12 meditations, on Psalm 23 (The Lord is My Shepherd). 

Denise and I have enjoyed playing these incredibly beautiful pieces and look forward to sharing 
them with you.  Please bring a lawn chair and a bottle of water. 

Denise Nathanson, Cellist and Cora Bruner, Pianist 

 

 

An Abundance of Food was Donated 

to the Talbot Care Pack Program, 

Four Carloads 



PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish 
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community 
dedicated to growing in God’s love through         
worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

  We are a small parish with a big heart com-
prised of committed people willingly sharing 
their talents to help those in need. 
    We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; en-
couraging of others also on the journey, and non
-judgmental of where one might be on that jour-
ney. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 


