
A Message f rom Our Rector ,  Fr .  Kevin M. Cross  

The Church of  the Holy Trini ty   
An Episcopal  Church  
of f ice@holy tr in i tyoxfordmd.org  

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,”  Luke 2:7 

Dear Beloved Holy Trinity Family: 

   This Christmas I give thanks for many in my life but especially for you.   You have kept the spirit of Christ 

alive in this community throughout a challenging year.   Your love for 

one another and compassion for those beyond our community has 

been inspirational.  A parishioner said to me just the other day, “I give 

thanks for being part of this community which has offered me so 

much.  I know that people care for me because they love me.”   

   “If you enter the spirit of Christmas, the child could be born in you…At 

our own birth, the child of Christmas is born in us,  He is our spiritual 

potential.  But we have to let that birth find its fulfillment in a life that 

rises above the ordinary.  You might say that we have to keep the 

promise of that child alive in us always.  Christmas is a reminder that 

the child is always being born, always in the manger, and always being 

welcomed.” Thomas More    

   The teachings of Jesus are always positive and uplifting especially the lessons those taught to us by his 

birth as a human child,  As Thomas More writes in his book, The Soul of Christmas, living as a Christian all 

comes down to embracing the child Jesus and the child within each one of us.  Remarkably, Jesus the God-

child, was born with the vulnerability and innocence of an infant, just the same as each of us.  He was born 

to love and find joy in life. 

   Christmas is about reminding ourselves that the open, kindhearted, soul of a child still resides in each of 

us.  Christmas is a time to shake off the baggage of life and see the world through the awestruck eyes of a 

child.   It is a time to remind ourselves of the goodness of life.  It is a time to believe once again that our 

dreams and aspirations are always just waiting to be fulfilled.  

   Caroling, giving presents, playing games, enjoying feasts with family and friends, and celebrating the birth 

of Christ in our worship affirms the life-giving renewal of Christmas.  I wish all of that and more for each of 

you.  You are the beloved children of an all-loving God.   

I feel truly blessed to be embraced as your shepherd.  You are loved.  

May you enjoy a Blessed Christmas season, 

“A merry heart does good like medicine.” – Proverbs 17:22 
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Blessings. Fr. Kevin 

 

    

             

                  CHEERS  and  APPRECIATION            

          
• Tremendous appreciation to the the ECW women 

and all the volunteers who have made wreaths, 

baked and cooked, set up, planned and taken 

care of all the details to ensure we have a won-

derful Christmas Bazaar “Reimagined.” 

• Heartfelt warmth and thanks to Garden and Gar-

nish and Doc’s Sunset Grill for keeping us warm 

with the loan of their tent heaters! 

• Thank you to the Altar, Flower, and Usher Guilds, 

the Choir, our Vestry, our mission team, the chair-

men, Spiritual Growth Facilitators, the Sunday 

Service roadies, our Sunday School and youth 

leadership, parish administrator Connie Green-

hawk, Deacon Lisa Webb, and music director 

Cora Bruner for your dedicated service.    It takes 

a village! 

• Much gratitude for our Confirmation program 

mentors Gerry and Nancy Copper, Barbara Cross, 

Pucky Lippincott, and Cameron & Michelle Mac-

tavish for your enthusiastic and caring support for 

our confirmands 

Confirmation Program 

    Six of our youth and their mentors have been 

preparing for their confirmation on December 

5th , when our Bishop comes for his annual visit.  

This program, Confirm Not Conform,  is struc-

tured around the themes of “Where Do You 

Stand”, “What Do You Believe – The Creed”, 

“Scripture,” “Prayer” and “Faith In Action.”  At 

confirmation an individual renews the vows 

made on their behalf at baptism.  Each of the 

confirmands created a personal version of the 

Creed and studied the foundations of Scripture, 

Prayer  and personal Belief to a faith- based life.  

At our final session the youth discussed the im-

portance of service to our Christian identity.  

They and their mentors acted out modern day 

interpretations of the Good Samaritan and Prod-

igal Son parables.  However,  at this sacrament 

the individual is affirming their personal com-

mitment to living life as a Christian.  We ask  

your prayers for our youth as they make this 

journey.  Please include Colin Lang, Grace, 

Grant, & Kelsey Meyerle, and Josh & Will 

Schmidt in your prayers for a fruitful journey.  

We also thank their mentors Barbara Cross, 

Gerry and Nancy Cooper, Pucky Lippincott, and 

Michelle and Cameron Mactavish.  

Holy Trinity Milestone 

Passed on:   

Ned Shannahan - November 8, 2021 

Dale Benson—November 12, 2021 

Mike Kelly—November 28, 2021 

WOMAN ON A JOURNEY 

The Women on a Journey have just started a 

new book….  

The Book of Joy  

by Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu 

Their weeklong conversation discusses finding  

Lasting Happiness in a Changing World. 

We will not be meeting in December, but resume  

January 5, 2022 
We have adopted a new hybrid format for our meetings --- 

combining live participation in the Parish Hall and Zoom.   

It has worked very well and gives us an exciting way to be 

together with those near and far.  Come join us!  We will 

resume meeting on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 

month in the new year.   

January 5th & January 19th    -  9:00 am 

For more information contact Beverly Rohman at 410-829-

9561 or  beverlyrohman@gmail.com 

mailto:beverlyrohman@gmail.com


Page 3 LIFELINE 

Connie’s Corner  

   “You've gotta dance like there's nobody watching, 

Love like you'll never be hurt, 

Sing like there's nobody listening, 

And live like it's heaven on earth.” 

― William W. Purkey  

 

Written by Connie Greenhawk 
 

We experience the magic of Christmas Eve 

When a child gave us all a reason to believe 

Just as the Wise Men came to worship and admire 

Knowing this child would bring their desire 

For peace among all of mankind 

With love in their hearts they would find 

So in this season of glitz and gift giving 

Remember this holy child, one just living 

To give us the greatest gift of all 

That we are in God’s arms, He will not let us fall. 

 

If you would like to submit a favorite saying or thought, 

email to Connie at  office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch –  

Thanksgiving meals 

    Our incredible chefs and meal delivery staff 

put on a Thanksgiving feast for the Lunch 

Bunch on Wednesday November 24th with 

turkey and all the fixings.  Throughout the 

month of November, they served over 64 

meals to the homebound in Oxford and 

Trappe.   You are truly disciples of Christ. 

Fellowship after Annual Meeting 

 

Thanksgiving  

Altar 
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Holy Trinity Creche 

Annually since 2011, Holy Trinity has displayed a Creche 

created by our parishioners on the front lawn of the 

Church.  It is lighted at night to inspire all as they travel 

through Oxford.  This year a great turnout of volunteers 

set up the creche on Sunday November 28 to have it up 

for the season of Advent and our Christmas Bazaar.  The 

family service at 3 pm on Christmas Eve will feature an 

enactment of the Christmas Story on the site of this       

creche . 

 

 

ECW Wreath             

Making 

Military Tree 

Blue Star Mothers, start-

ed during WWII with 

Congressional approval, 

started supplying our 

troops with care packag-

es from  home. Many 

years ago Blue Star 

Moms decorated a tree 

for the Festival of Trees 

that is displayed at the 

USO at BWI Airport. Con-

nie Greenhawk asked Joy Ervin to join us. Through 

the years, it is now Joy and I. But Chief Pat Maxwell 

works with Heritage Car Dealership and they lend a 

vehicle for us to carry across the bridge. The Town 

of Oxford provides the gasoline. Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Granville sponsor the tree. Joy and I decorated it. 

The USO was so pleased to have it for our troops. 

The Name of the tree is “Peace to Our Troops”. 

 

 

Lighting The First 

Advent Candle, Can-

dle of Hope 
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ECW DONATES TO LOCAL MISSIONS 

 

The Mission of our Holy Trinity ECW (Episcopal Church Women) organization is to provide opportunities for spiritual 

growth through fellowship and service and to raise money to donate to local groups and organizations.  We meet 

annually to discuss options for distributing the fund our events have raised.  At the annual meeting in October, held 

via Zoom, we discussed the requests submitted along with the proposals from the board.  With uncertainty as to 

how much we would earn from our Christmas Bazaar – Reimagined, to be held outdoors on Saturday, December 

4th, we decided to conservatively grant $10,000 to local missions and organizations.  We will have another distribu-

tion in 2022, and we are still able to contribute to an emergency need that might come to our attention.  Since 

2010, the ECW has given $139,000 to groups and organizations serving Talbot County.  This year’s recipients are: 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund   $3500 

  Talbot Interfaith Shelter   $1500 

  Neighborhood Service Center             $1000 

  Society of St. Vincent de Paul             $1000 

  Waters Church               $1000 

  Sunday School Appreciation Fund    $500 

  Oxford Volunteer Fire Department    $500 

  Camp Agape       $500 

  Camp Wright       $500 

                            $10,000  

 

For more information about the ECW and the work we do, please contact President Linda Wilson (410-236-1340), 

Vice President Sandy Kaufman (410-226-5301) or Treasurer Beverly Rohman (410-829-9561) 

Sunday School 

   The Sunday school children have been learning about God‘s rules. Specifically the 10 Commandments 

and the two greatest commandments that Jesus taught us. They made handprints of them.  We dis-

cussed how if you follow the two commandments Jesus taught us, then you will be following the 10 Com-

mandments.  Love God and love your neighbor as you love yourself covers it all.  The children also 

brought up the golden rule - Treat others like you want to be treated. 

      In December we will be discussing the meaning of Christmas and we will be getting ready for the 

Christmas pageant.  Please note that during December Sunday school will meet on December 12 and 

19th at 10 o’clock.   We will not meet on December 5 because six of our former Sunday school students 

will be making their confirmation when the bishop visits! We will be celebrating them. 

     We are very excited that we will be having our Christmas pageant at 3 o’clock on December 24 out-

side under the tent. This year the Sunday school children will be acting out the pageant as Josh and Will 

Schmidt narrate it. We always have room for more angels, so if you 

have young children or grandchildren who you would like to see you 

involved in the pageant, please let Barbara know. We need to know in 

advance so we can have the costumes ready, but the angels do not 

necessarily need to come to the December 19 rehearsal. They just 

need to come early on December 24. 

      We hope to see you there! 

Barbara, Pucky, and Kathy  
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Music 

Noel!  Noel!  Noel! 

 

Holy Trinity is singing, playing, creating, and praying music!  Our Holiday Choir con-

tinues to welcome additional singers throughout December.  If you are interested in 

joining us, we rehearse Friday mornings 10 a.m.  in the Sanctuary.  Our Holiday 

Choir  is full of fun, exciting people who are really enjoying getting together to 

sing.  If you would like to sing, we will find you a seat!  There are two more opportunities to sing with us: 

December 5th and 19th.  The Delmarva Trio brings seasonal carols to grace our 10 a.m.  service on De-

cember 12th.  Come experience the joy and happiness these ladies radiate through their music mak-

ing.  December 19th, 10 a.m., we are having an exciting Christmas Lessons and Carols.  Linda Sattler, 

Martha Britt, and Maris Wicker will join me in 4 Piano 8 Hand holiday music.  It is as much fun to listen as 

it is to play 8 Hand piano music.   The Holiday Choir will be singing, Gail and Dan will share a duet, and 

the piano ladies will be joining in on the hymns.  What an exciting morning!  Thank you to everyone for 

joining together to share such musical treats with us this Advent! 

 

Christmas Eve is such a special evening.  At the 3 p.m. service strands of guitar music will lead us in carol 

singing, as part of the Children's Pageant.  Melissa Wise, vocalist, and Denise Nathanson, cellist, will pro-

vide special musical moments at the 7 p.m. service.  A special evening with special musicians.  Please 

join us! 

A Safety Moment 

Traffic Flow 

As part of the Parish's continuing efforts 

to improve pedestrian safety in the high-

traffic area between the Church and Par-

ish Hall, we have implemented a traffic 

flow to minimize the encounters between 

cars and pedestrians.  The objective is to 

minimize traffic traveling between the 

church and parish hall.  A one-way flow of 

traffic has been established that directs 

cars traveling onto church grounds from 

the Morris St. entrance to pass the 

church on the Caroline side of the build-

ing.  Parking between the church and parish hall may be accessed by circling around the church so that 

when parked, autos face and will exit via Morris St.  All other cars will exit via Caroline St.  Following this 

traffic pattern will eliminate cars arriving from the Morris St entrance from driving between the church 

and parish hall.  A one-way sign and arrow direct the flow.  It is our hope that bringing traffic to a stop in 

this high-risk area will enhance the safety for all members of the parish, but especially the safety of 

our Sunday school children and parishioners with mobility difficulties. 
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Advent and Christmas Services & Activities  

The Church of the Holy Trinity 

502 South Morris Street, POB 387, Oxford, MD 410-226-5134 

office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org 

 

December 4   

9:00 am – 12:00 pm Annual Christmas Bazaar – “REIMAGINED” – under a heated tent on the 

front lawn.   

 

December 5 – The Second Sunday of Advent 

        9:30 a.m. Combined Holy Eucharist Service – Bishop Visitation, Confirmation of our Youth, and 

Consecration of Claire Chapel.  Service will be held in a heated tent on the front lawn of the Church.   

December 7 – Tuesday 

          8:30 a.m. Midweek Holy Eucharist Service 

December 12 – The Third Sunday of Advent  

             8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service  

      10:00 a.m. Family Holy Eucharist Service with the Delmarva Trio. Sunday School will meet. 

December 14 - Tuesday 

            8:30 a.m. Midweek Holy Eucharist Service 

December 19– The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

           8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service  

         10:00 a.m. Christmas Lessons and Carols Family Holy Eucharist Service with Holy Trinity Choir. 

Sunday School will meet. 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 

           3:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service with Christmas Pageant under the heated tent of the 

 front lawn. 

            7:00 p.m. Festal Christmas Eve Service with Holy Trinity Choir  with Guest Vocalist, Melissa 

 Wise and Cellist, Denise Nathanson 

December 25 – Christmas - No services 

December 26 – First Sunday after Christmas 

          8:00 am  Deacon’s Mass  

         10:00 am Family Deacon’s Mass  

January 2, 2022 

        9:30am Deacon’s Mass  

         

mailto:office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org


PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish 
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community 
dedicated to growing in God’s love through   wor-
ship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

  We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of 
committed people willingly sharing their talents to 
help those in need. 
    We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encour-
aging of others also on the journey, and non-
judgmental of where one might be on that journey. 

 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

Service Schedule is as follows: 

Morning Prayer Tuesday 8:30 am 
via  Zoom 
 Holy Eucharist Services are held 
8:00 am and 10:00 am with the 
first Sunday of every month a 
combined service at 9:30 am in 
person and Broadcast 


